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LETTER HT 


| Vienna, July 29, 1786. 
DEAR SIR, 


IN my laſt I had the honor of anounc- 
ing to you my arrival in this city; and 
as I have now made myſelf acquainted 
with the adjacent country, I ſhall inform 
you of the great improvements and altera- 
tions which have been made fince you 
were here, | 


This capital, as you know, is pleaſantly 
fituated, enjoys a ſalubrious air, having 
on the north ſide by its walls, a branch of 
Vol. II, B the 
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the river Danube, which runs towards the 
eaſt” and ſouth, and forms the oppoſite 
iſland, in which is one of the ſuburbs of 
Vienna, and which has a communication 
with the town by a wooden bridge; the 
weſt, ſouth, and eaſtern ſides, which are 
about a quarter of a mile diſtant from the 
walls, make the reſt of the ſuburbs, each 
one of which forms a ſeparate town, con- 
taining many fine and regular huildings. 
Previous to my informing you of the alte 
rations made on the outſide, I ſhall men- 
tion thoſe made within. 


The circumference of the city I judge 
to be now nearly three miles, as I had the 
curioſity to walk all round the ramparts, 
which 1 performed in leſs than an hour. 
The ſtreets though irregular, are well 
paved, but have no curb for a foot path. 
There are two oblong ſquares, round which 
are tradeſmen's ſhops of different kinds ; 
in the one 1s a fountain, and in the other 
a pyramidal pile, with ſeveral figures on 
it. On the north weſt of this, 1s a regu- 
: lar 
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lar ſquare ſomewhat larger than the others, 
in which are ſome fine houſes, and no ſhops 
whatever; beſides theſe, there are two 
other ſquares, leſs than the former. The 
houſes which were built in the time that 
you were here, though of four or five ſto- 
ries high, and of ſtone, are far inferior, in 
point of elegance, to thoſe lately built, 
which were formerly convents, but now 
converted into magnificent houſes by order 
of the Emperor: they are at preſent mak- 
ing great progreſs in building, and when 
compleated, will form a moſt ſuperb pile. 
The Cuſtom houſe, likewiſe, which was 
formerly a monaſtery, is now changed into 
a noble and very commodious building. 


The buildings of the Imperial palace are 
likewiſe much increaſed, and a new theatre 
is added to the eaſt of it, for the French 
and German drama. The imperial ſum- 
mer-houſe and garden on the ramparts 
oppoſite the palace, are now opened for the 
amuſement of the public, and provided 
with every accommodation of ſeats, &c. 
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which render that place in ſummer time a 
very agreeable promenade. 'The walks on 
the ramparts are likewiſe very pleaſant, 


and command an extenſive proſpect of the 
whole country around. 


The ſtreets, though lighted at night, 
are dark in compariſon of thoſe in London ; 
that city, it is no more than juſt to ſay, 
claims the preference of all other capitals 
in the univerſe; 1n this point alone, of the 
regularity, the paving, and the lights of 
the ſtreets, it muſt be acknowledged ſu- 
perior to all others; for I can aſſure you 
that in all my travels I never ſaw a city 
that could equal her, though there are 
many which. have, in ſome degree, finer 
buildings and gardens, yet they are deſ- 


titute of that - regularity and uniformity 


which form the chief beauty of a city, I 
hope you will pardon this digreſſion in 
favour of London, fince it is no more than 
a confeſſion which its ſuperior regularity 
and order claim, 5 


Beſides 
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- Beſides the church of St. Stephen, ren- 
dered famous by the ſingularity and ele- 
gance of its ſteeple, which 1s built in the 
Gothic ſtile ; there are ſome others which 
are very beautiful ſtructures, eſpecially 
that in the ſouth eaſt ſuburb, built in the 
Corinthian order. The Imperial library is 
a magnificent building, and, in my opinion, 
in the elegance of its rooms, it ſurpaſſes 
that of Paris, though it 1s not ſo large. I 
was in one room, twenty feet long, and 
fourteen broad, and as many feet in height, 
which was filled entirely with ancient 
Greek and Latin manuſcripts. In the mid- 

dle of this room, is the Copernican ſyſtem, 
in motion, a moſt excellent piece of work- 
manſhip ; and in another room 1s the Pto- 
lemaic ſyſtem, a curious work, though 
not in motion, it having been ſtopped ſome 
time ſince, and the Emperor is fearful of 
ruſting it to the care of any one to be repair- 
ed leſt it ſnhould be ſpoiled. The other rooms, 
which are lofty, are full of printed books, 
and contain ſeveral curious antiquities, with 
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inſcriptions on them, but I had not fuffi- 
Client time to examine any of them. 


Next to the library is the arſenal, or ar- 
mory, a large ſquare building, worthy of 
remark; in the middle of it is a large yard, 
in which are ſome hundred pieces of braſs 
cannon of different ſizes, all new; beſides 
theſe, the magazines are ſtocked with 

reat quantities of naval ſtores, offenſive 
and defenſive arms, both ancient and mo- 
dern, and arranged in moſt excellent order; 
beſides the arms, there are ſeveral trophies 
taken from different nations in time of 
war; in ſhort every room preſents ſome 
objects well worthy of attention, and the 
curious traveller cannot obſerve them with- 
out admiring the wonderful effects of man's 
ingenuity. 


Having gratified my curiofity with a 
ſight of the numberleſs varieties of this 
place, I went to dine with a friend in one of 
the ſuburbs. The next day I went to ſee 
the Belvidere, one of the Imperial palaces 

to 
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to the ſouth caſt of the ſuburbs. In this 
palace are to be ſeen ſeveral paintings of the 
moſt eminent maſters, ſuch as Guido, 
Raphael, Titian, and others, together with 
either originals or copies of thoſe of the 
moſt celebrated, either ancient or modern 
artiſts. The palace is ſituated on an emi- 
nence; and though not large, is very elegant; 
it is three ſtories high, and the rooms are 
ſpacious and lofty, each of which is de- 
corated with ſome of the paintings of 
the above maſters; the gardens too, ad- 


jacent, are not leſs elegant than the palace 
itſelf, | 


Near to'this palace is another very ſu- 
perb building, the reſidence of the Prin- 
ceſs of Wirtemburgh, who is to be married 
to the heir apparent; and near to theſe, 
are ſome very magnificent houtes, inhabi- 


ted by ſome of the principal nobility. 


From whence! went to the amphitheatre, 
to ſee the fighting of bulls and other fero- 
cious beaſts, a diverſion affording great 
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pleaſure to the inhabitants, though I muſt 
confeſs the brutality of the ſcene rendered 


it to me very diſguſting ; it appears to me 


ſtrange that a civilized people ſhould re- 
ceive ſo much ſatisfaction in an amuſe- 
ment which has nothing to recommend it 
but its cruelty. This diverſion over, I 
went to the park to ſee the fireworks which 
were exhibited that day, and which ex- 


celled any thing I ever ſaw, even in Italy, 


though the Neapolitans are generally eſ- 
teemed the moſt {kilful in that art; they 
continued for about an hour and a half. 
The park is large and very pleaſant, but 
the moſchetos are very troubleſome; under 
the trees are placed benches, chairs, and 
tables, where people attend with every 
kind of refreſhment, ſuch as beer, wine, 
cakes, &c. 


A few days after, I was invited by Sir 
Robert Keith, to dine at his country houſe, 
at Shany Brown, about three miles diſtant 
from Vienna, near to which 1s an imperial 
palace, with ſpacious gardens. In order 


to 
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to have ſufficient time to view theſe, 1 
took a coach and ſet off early. I muſt here 
inform you of a ſtrange kind of tax im- 
poſed by the Emperor on carriages on the 
high way: every coach | paſſing through 
the bar or turnpike is obliged to pay three 
pence, Engliſh money, Bs which a ticket 
is given; but the uſe of this I could not 
diſcover, for every time that the ſame car- 
riage paſſes or repaſles there muſt be a re- 
petition of the ſame payment ; and as 
many times a freſh ticket is given. Such 
a ſingular demand induced me to aſk what 
benefit J was to derive from the number of 
tickets which I might receive during the 
courſe. of the day, if my occupations led 
me often through the bar; but all the an- 
ſwer J could obtain from the man was, 
that he only obeyed orders without know- 
ing any other reaſon. 


The palace I have juſt mentioned is a 
regular ſtone building, of three ſtories 
high, extending from eaſt to weſt; and 
on the north of it are two wings in which 

18 
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is the entrance. The rooms are large and 
ſpacious, and the gardens, from what I 
could judge, were about fix miles in cir- 
cumference; in the midſt of them are two 
baſons, of which, that neareſt the palace 
is an hundred yards long, and about twelve 
or fourteen broad; the other is ſmaller, 
and is filled by the water which falls into 
it from a caſcade, near to which 1s a figure 
of Neptune. On both ſides of the baſons 
are gravel walks, on each fide of which are 
rows of trees, planted very cloſe together, 
with ſeveral marble ſtatues. The gardens. 
are divided into different parts. On the 
ſouthern, is an incloſure ſurrounded with 
iron rails, in this part are kept various 
kinds of foreign birds and animals; there 
is likewiſe a ſummer houſe, and the garden- 
er's lodge. The eaſtern part of the gar- 
dens is a kind of thicket, in which are 
many regular walks. In the center of the 
gardens is a hill, on the top of which is a 
ſummer houſe of a moſt elegant ſtructure, 
and decorated with ſeveral triumphal arches. 


It is to be regretted that the palace 1s not 
. built 
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built on this hill, for the proſpect is much 


more extenſive, and the air more ſalubrious 
than where it is now ſituated. 


After J had amuſed myſelf for the ſpace 
of two hours in theſe gardens, I went to 
Sir Robert's houſe, or rather palace, for it 
is three ſtories high, and very pleaſantly 
ſituated, having to the north the view of 
the city, the ſuburbs, and the weſtern 
hills; and on the ſouth his own gardens, 
and thoſe of Shany Brown, and the impe- 
rial foreſt which is about ſeven miles in 
extent, and the whole country round about 
is very pleaſant. I purpoſe leaving this 
capital the ſecond of next month, ſo ſhall 
not trouble you with another letter till my 
arrival at Ratiſbon, I am, 

Dear Sir, 6 

Vour humble ſervant, 


L. S. 
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LETTER XXVI. 


Ratiſbon, Avguſt roth, 1736, 


DE AR SIR, 


I HAVE the honour to -acquaint you 
that I letc Vienna the 2nd of this month, 
at about nine in the morning, in company 
with an Iriſh gentleman to whom I was 
introduced by his Excellency Sir Robert. 
We took our places in the Diligence for 
Lintz, after having paid for myſelf, pine 
florins, and for my baggage ſix florins and 


thirty-ſix craizers. We travelled poſt, 
(for that is the manner in which the Di- 
ligences always go) till about eleven, 
when we ſtopt to dine and change horſes ; 


at one we again ſet off, and continued our 


Journey till ſeven in the evening, when we 


ſtopped for ſupper, and at eight we again 


-proceeded on our way, and travelled all 


night, Ther next day, Augult the 3d, we 
eroſſed 
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croſſed the river Iſar, Intz, and Crames, 
which have wooden bridges over them; 
and at fix o'clock in the evening we ar- 
rived at Lintz, which is a very pleaſant 
little town ſituated on the banks of the 
Danube, and ſurrounded with a ſtone” 
wall; and on the land fide, a large, deep 
ditch, over which is a draw bridge; it has' 
likewiſe in it a garriſon. The houſes are 
two and three ſtories high, built of ſtone, 
and ſome of them very elegant ſtructures; 
the ſtreets are likewiſe well paved: to the 
north of the town is an oblong ſquare, in 
the centre of which 1s a pillar, with a 
fountain on each ſide of it; in the one is 
the figure of Neptune, and in the other that 
of Jupiter. The inns are good and clean, 
and afford very good accommodations to 
travellers. When J left this town they 
were rebuilding a bridge over the river, 
which had been carried away by the late 
inundation, but had not completed it. 


The next day, Auguſt 4th, we hired a 
coach to take us from hence to Ratiſbon, 


for 
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for which we paid twenty-four florins } 
and at two o'clock we began our journey 
through a fine cultivated country, 'and ex- 
cellent roads, which are kept in a conſtant 
repair, as they have on both ſides got gra- 
vel pits, ,which afford plenty of materials 
for that purpoſe. At five o'clock we ar- 
rived at a town called Wells, where we 
alighted at the Griffin, the beſt inn in the 
place, and ſtayed that night. This town 
is about a mile and a half in circumfe- 
rence, and is ſurrounded with a ſtone 
wall and a ditch. It contains about four 
hundred houſes, moſtly of two and three 
ſtories high; the ſtreets are but indif- 
ferently paved. It has a garriſon and a 
governor. The diſtance between the town 
and the ſuburbs, which contain about ſix- 
ty houſes, is planted with trees, which 
afford an agreeable ſhade. | 


The next morning at fix o'clock we 
again procceded on our journey, and tra- 
velled through a country covered on all 
parts with corn; we made only a ſhort | 


ſtop, 
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ſtop, at about eight o'clock, for breakfaſt, 
and again at eleven for dinner. The de- 
lightful proſpect afforded by the pleaſing 
variety of the country, which abounded on 
all fides with hills. planted with lofty 
pitch trees, valleys and plains cultivated 
with different ſorts of corn, rendered our 
Journey very agreeable; continuing it 
ſometimes on foot and ſometimes in our 
carriage, till nine in the evening, when 
we arrived at Charding, and lodged that 
night in a very indifferent inn. 


The town of Charding. which is ſituated 
to the eaſt of the river Ines, belonged for- 
merly to the Elector of Bavaria, but, at 
his death, it was ceded to the Emperor. 
It is about two miles in circumference, 
has a ſtrong garriſon, and is ſurrounded 
with a good wall and a ditch. The houſes 
are built of ſtone, and moſtly of three and 
four ſtories high ; the ſtreets are all paved, 
and ſome of them tolerably broad; and in 
the middle of the town is an oblong ſquare, 
in which the ſoldiers are exerciſed. The 

- inhabi- 
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inhabitants, if I may form an opinion 
from our landlady, and the cuſtom-houſe 
officers, are not very polite to ſtrangers; 
for by the former we were charged an 
exorbitant price for a very indifferent ſup- 


per, and a lodging ſtill worſe ; and by the 


latter, our money was extorted from us 


without any reaſon; for the next morning. 
on our leaving the town, and crofling a fine 
wooden bridge which 1s over the above-ſaid 


river, we were ſtopped for the examination 


of our baggage; but finding nothing in it 
that would afford them a pretence for ſeiz - 
ing any part, they ſealed it up, in order 
that by thoſe means they might obtain 


ſomething from us, and we were forced 


to pay a florin and a half. 


At eight in the morning of the 6th, 
we entered the Bavarian territories, and at 
one o'clock, we had to aſcend an eminence; 
as the horſes were fatigued by the Journey, 
and could not now advance, the coachman, at 
his own expence, hired for us another car- 
riage, while he with our baggage followed 


after, 


Mo 
till we arrived at the town of Wills Hoven, 
which was about ſive o'clock in the after- 
noon, having paſſed through a wood, on 
both fides of which were very lofty pitch 
= 


The town of Wills Hoven is ſituated to 
the ſouth weſt of the Danube; it is about 
a mile in circumference, and ſurrounded 
with a ſtone wall and a ditch ; it has only 
two ſtreets, and an oblong ſquare, on each 
fide of which are the ſhops and the inns, 
of which the principal is the ſign of the 
bull, where we lodged, together with the 
_ beſt of the houſes, which are from four to 
five ſtories in height. On the eaſt part of 
the ſquare, is a church, near to which is 
a ſquare fountain, ſurrounded with iron 
rails, and in the middle an obeliſk ; and 
at a ſmall diſtance from here, towards the 
weſt, is a pillar with the ſtatue of a prince 
in. armour on the top of it. On the weſt 
ſide of the ſquare is an arched gate, with a 
tower on it, on which is a clock, with a 
dial on every ſide; not far from this is a 
Vor. II. C pump, 
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pump, or well, ornamented with iron 
work, on the top of which are the arms 
of the town. On the outſide of the gate 
are the ſuburbs, which contain about fifty 
houſes; from hence a wooden bridge 
over the Danube was building, for the 
other was carried away by the late inun- 
dation. | 


At fix o'clock in the morning of the 5th, 
we directed our way through the above-ſaid 
ſuburbs, and travelled for the ſpace of an 
hour and a half with the river on our 
right hand, and ſome mountains and hills 
on the left; we afterwards paſſed through 
a flat country, which for ſeveral miles, 
except the road which was higher than 
the other parts, lay under water, ocga- 
ſioned by the late inundation of the river 
Iſer. In this country which wore, ſo de- 
ſolate au appearance, we travelled for an 
hour and a half, till we arrived at the 
bridge over the Iſer, which the workmen 
had not yet finiſhed, for the old one had 

been 
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been carried away: as we croſſed over 
this river, we were in the utmoſt appre- 
henſions of danger; for the rapidity of 
the current was ſuch, that the bridge was 
in perpetual motion while we paſſed ; we 
however got ſafely to the oppoſite ſide, 
and- ſoon after arrived at a ſmall town 
called Blacklinbauſt, where we ſtopt at 


the Crown Inn, a very commodious one 
built of ſtone. 


This town contains a church and about 
fifty or ſixty houſes, moſtly built of ſtone, 
and ſome few of wood, from two to three 
| — high. 


. half after ten, we proceeded on our 
Journey through a country leſs deſolated 
than the laſt through which we paſſed; and 
at noon we ſtopped at a town called Streki- 
lam; and at three we paſt through Stroubing 
a pretty ſmall town reſembling very much 
that of Wills Hoven. In whatever towns 
"of Germany we entered, we were always 

C-2 ſtopt 
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| opt by the guards to declare our name 


and profeſſion, without which we could 
not be permitted to paſs through. 


Stroubing is ſituated on the banks of 
the Danube, has a garriſon, and is ſur- 
rounded with a ſtone wall and a ditch ; it 
has two gates, one to the eaſt, and the 
other to the weſt, the ſpace between which 
is formed into an oblong ſquare, on both 
ſides of which are ſhops, inns, and houſes, 
all built of ſtone, from three-to fous ſto- 
ries high. 


At nine o'clock we arrived at a ſmall 
town called Fathers, where we ſlept; and 
the next morning at eight, we prepared 
for our journey, and paſling over an open, 
well-cultivated country, at ten we arrived 
at Ratiſbon, and going through the city, 
and over the ſtone bridge, the only one of 
ſtone over the Danube, we lodged in an 
hotel called the Black Eagle, in the bo- 
| rough, This borough belongs to the Pa- 
| latine 
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latine of Bavaria, In my next I will give 
you ſome account of this place, and the 
adjacent country, till when, I remain, 
Dear Sir, | 
Your humble and 


Obedient ſervant, 
128. 
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LETTER XXVII. 


Rutiſbon, Avguft 11th, 1786. 
DEA R SIX, 


IN my deſcription of this city, I do not 
expect to afford you any information which 
you yourſelf have not acquired in your 
travels, but as my narration may bring to 
your recollection ſome circumſtances which 
may now have eſcaped you, I ſhall endea» 


vour to proceed. 


Ratiſbon is a free city, under the pro- 
tection of the Emperor; but from the 
outſide of its walls, all the country adja- 
cent belongs to the principality of Bavaria, 
It is ſituated on the ſouth of the Danube, 
and the northern part of the city is waſh- 
ed by that river; the reſt of it is ſur- 
rounded with a thick ſtone wall and a 
ditch ; and in the whole is about four or 


five 
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five miles in circumference. The ſtreets 
are well paved; and the houſes, which are 
all built of ſtone, are in general from three 
to four, and ſome few of five ſtories high; 
thoſe to the ſouth and weſt are the moſt 
elegant buildings. 


The churches, but eſpecially the cathe- 
dral, are in the Gothic ſtyle ; this latter 
is a moſt magnificent pile, built of ſquare 
free ſtone ; and is ſituated on an eminence 
in the middle of a large, open, well paved 


auen. | 


Though the government of this city is 
conducted by Proteſtants, there is but one 
church of that perſuaſion, while the Ro- 
man Catholies have ſixteen convents beſides 
other churches; and the friars exerciſe 
temporal as well as ſpiritual juriſdiction 
over the various parts of their flocks. 


The Scots papiſts have here a convent, 
and a ſeminary for the education of Scot- 
tiſh _gentlemen of that perſuaſion, the 
5 C 4 prior 
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prior of which is entitled to wear a croſs, 


and is ſtiled prelate. This convent is ſitu- 
ated to the ſouth weſt of the city, and has 
a good library; the monks belonging to 
it are very civil to ſtrangers, but eſpecially 
to the Engliſh. The church belonging to 
this, 1s a tolerable good piece of building 
of about a hundred feet in length, but the 


breadth is by no means anſwerable, as it 


is not more than twenty feet. The build - 
ings of the convent are of ſtone, from 
two to three ſtories high, of a ſquare 
form; round about are galleries ſupported 
by pillars, leading to the different apart- 
ments. The gardens belonging to it are 
large, and produce-great quantities of fruit 
and vegetables. In theſe gardens, we, to- 
gether with the honourable Captain Le- 
nox, who happened then to be there, were 
entertained by the prelate with ſome re- 


freſhments. 


The bridge over the Danube, which is 
built of ſtone, is kept conſtantly in good 


repair, and on the city ſide, it terminates 
in 


| Ca) 1 
in a draw bridge; on both ſides of it is 4 
gate, the one guarded by the ſoldiers of 
the city, and the other leading to the 
ſuburbs, which contain about eighty 
houſes, by the ſoldiers of Bavaria. 


The inhabitants of Ratiſbon are not 
very numerous, and moſtly poor, on ac- 
count of the little trade which is carried 
on here; but proviſions are in great plen- 
ty. The Bavarian ſubjects, who ſometimes 

come and marry in this city, are obliged to 
pay five florins yearly to the government. 


The Danube begins to be navigable in 
this place, and the paſſage from here to 
Vienna in a boat, is only ten ſhillings; 
this voyage is performed in four days; 
during the night, and at dinner times, the 
boats ſtop at ſome of the towns ſituated 
on the banks of the river : ſo that a tra- 
veller may paſs from here to Vienna in 
one of theſe boats in an eaſier, cheaper, 
and more expeditious manner, than by 


land. 
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land. We ſet off immediately for Warſ- 
burg, therefore permit me to conclude at 
preſent, ſubſcribing myſelf, 
- Your humble, obedient ſervant, 
| | L. 8. 
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LETTER XXVII 


Warſburg, Auguſt 15th, 1786. 


DEAR SIR, 


WE left Ratiſbon the 11th, at eight 
in the morning, in a coach which we hired 
of our landlord for twenty-four florins, 
about two pounds eighteen ſhillings Eng- 
liſh money. We had on our left hand 
the river Danube, and on our right, a 
hilly country, partly well cultivated, and 
partly woody ; having travelled about 
three hours through but indifferent roads, 
we began to aſcend a hill; and in order to 
enjoy the romantic ſcene which the coun- 
try afforded us, we left the coach, in order 
to walk on foot. On one ſide we beheld 
lofty hills with tall fir and pitch trees 
planted on them ; on another, valleys and 
plains well cultivated, meadows with rich 


| paſture for cattle, which, however, here, 


do 
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'f do not abound ſo much as in ſome other 
parts of Bavaria. 


| Soon after, we came to a ſmall town in 
l the principality of Anſpah, called Parſ- 
burg, containing about ſixty houſes very 
| indifferently built, and the inhabitants 
| very poor. The country round about 1s 
| woody; and in fome places there are a 
| few plantations of tobacco. In every town 
or village through which we now paſs, 
there is a toll or bar, at which there is 
paid for every carriage, three craizers. 
| At ſeven we arrived at another town called 
| Parſburg, rather better than the former 
of the ſame name. We _ here all 
a at the poſt office, 


The next morning at ſeven, we ſet off 
and at noon arrived at a village called Ti- 
ming, where we ſtaid a ſhort time for re- 
freſhment. I am ſorry I cannot give you 
a better account of the Anſpah territories, 
5 but the country itſelf affords but little ſub- 
| ject for deſcription, as it forms little more 

| than 
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than a continued foreſt, and is very thinly 


inhabited. When we left this place we 


had to travel through a very diſagreeable 
road for near four hours, during which 
time we were forced to walk, for the 
wheels of the carriage were more than five 
inches buried in the ſand; at laſt we came 
to the plains of Nuremburg, and about 
fix in the evening we alighted in the city, 
at an inn called the Ship, the landlord of 
which appeared to be more accuſtomed to 
impoſe on travellers than deſirous of afford- 
ing them good accommodations, 
This city is pleaſantly fituated, and on 
the eaſt and north parts it ſtands on an 
eminence. A broad ditch and ſtrong wall, 
on which, at the diſtance of every hundred 
yards, are high towers mounted with can- 
non, furround the whole city. The ſtreets 
are broad and well paved; and the houſes, 
which are of ſtone and brick, are moſtly 
four ſtories high. The cathedral which 
is built in the Gothic ſtyle is a magnificent 
pile; and the ſteeple is not leſs curious. 
At 
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At this church, as I was told, is perform- 
ed the ceremony of the Emperor's corona- 
| tion. The city is free, and the govern- 
ment Proteſtant. 
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F Avguſt 13th at ſeven in the morning 
we left that place, and travelled through 
a fine, cultivated country, many parts of 
which 1s planted with tobacco, till about 
half after eight, when we paſſed through 
a little town fituated on a ſmall river; 
lf which having croſſed, we entered on very 
bad roads; the ſoil was ſo ſandy that we 
could not advance, and were obliged again, 
in order to eaſe the horſes, to travel 'on 
foot; about an hour after we arrived at a. 
vv pretty large town, the name of which has 
eſcaped my recollection; it is ſituated on 
an eminence, and contains ſome houſes 

of a very good appearance. In this place 

we ſtopped to refreſh ourſelves and reſt 

the horſes. At ten o'clock we again con- 
tinued our journey on roads no better than 
the former, and in ſome places very mud- 

dy and ſteep; at half after one they were 

ſo 
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ſo bad that we were obliged to give ſome 
money to the owner of a field to ſuffer us 
to paſs through; in this diſagreeable road 
we continued for two hours, when we 
came to ſome rather better, but very ſteep. 
At eight in the evening we arrived at a 
village called Langerberd, and lodged at 
the poſt office, the maſter of which was 
very civil, and ſpoke French, and a little 
Engliſh. This village or town contains 
a few houſes of note, but the reſt are very 
indifferent buildings. 


Auguſt 14th at five in the morning we 
left here, and entered on a much finer 
country than before, and roads kept in 
very good repair; the inhabitants are more 
numerous and cultivate the fields tolerably 
well, though the ſoil is not very good. 
At nine o'clock we ſtopt at a ſmall vil- 
lage, containing about forty houſes, built of 
ſtone, though not, more than two ſtories 
high. When we left this place we aſcend- 
ed a little hill, from whence we could ſee 
the city of Kinzin, The road was now 
very 
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very good, and both ſides of it planted 
with vineyards, As we approached nearer 
to this city we ſaw ſome handſome coun». 
try houſes and gardens, which afforded us 
a more pleaſing proſpe& than we had 
ſeen for ſome time before. At eleven in 


the forenoon we. paſſed through the ſub- 


urbs, which are pretty large, and are ſitu- 
ated on the eaſt fide of the river Maine ; 


they contain two churches and ſame fine 


buildings, apparently but lately erected. 


Having paſſed the bridge over the above 


river, which is built of freeſtone, we 


entered the city; but as we did not ſtay 


there, I cannot give you a particular de- 
ſcription of this place; it appeared to me 


to be about two miles in circumference, 
ſurrounded with a ſtrong ſtone wall, and 
on the land fide with a broad ditch, but 
moſt part of its wall is waſhed by the ri- 
ver. It appears to enjoy a good trade, for 
L obſerved ſeveral ſmall veſſels on the river. 
The ſtreets ſeem tolerably broad, though 
not well paved. The houſes are built of 
. ſtone 


| CC. 3 

ſtone and brick, and are moſtly of two and 
three ſtories high. The country to the 
weſt of this town wears an apreeable 
aſpeR, and is planted with vineyards, fruit 
trees, and gardens. - 

At four o'clock we arrived at the city 
of Wurſburg, and lodged at an inn called 
the White Swan, cloſe to the river. Our 
landlord appears to be a civil, polite man, 
and the houſe clean and commodious for 
the reception of travellers. In my next 
from this place I will endeavour to give 
you a deſcription of this city. I am, 

. 


Vour humble ſervant, 
3 
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LETTER XXIX. 


Wurſburg, Auguſt, z6th, 1786. 


Wengen 15 3 on A * 
ern fide of the Maine, is ſurrounded with 
a ſtone wall and broad ditch, and is in 
circumference about three miles. It is 
governed by the Prince Biſhop of Wurſ- 
burg and a Scaffenburg; the preſent prince 
is brother to the Elector of Mentz, whoſe 
palace is the moſt magnificent I ſaw in 
Germany. It is built in the Corinthian 
order, of ſquare freeſtone, and is ſituated 
towards the eaſtern gate. On the weſtern 
part are two wings, between which is a 
ſpacious court yard, with a large iron gate 
at the entrance ; on the top of which are 
the arms of the Prince. On ſeveral parts 
of the palace are fine balconies, elegantly 
ornamented with iron work. The rooms 
are ſpacious and lofty, adorned with ta- 

peſtry, 


( 35 * 
peſtry, around which are handſome gilt 


frames; and in ſome of them, paintings 

of the beſt maſters. The firſt floor is ſup- 
ported by pillars, and the ſtaircaſe leading 
to it is broad and elegant; the ceiling, 
which is in the form of a cupola, is painted 
with a variety of ſubjects; on the fide of it 
are repreſented the four quarters of the 
world, and in the centers, figures of the 
different arts and ſciences ; the paintings 
are done by ſkilful maſters, and are well 
executed. On the eaſtern part of the pa- 
lace are two round rooms with cupolas; in 
the one, is the Library, and in the other 
ſeveral pieces of antiquities: 


The garden is no leſs elegant than the I 


palace itſelf; the walks are regular, and; 
on each ſide; planted with different kinds 
of exotic trees and flowers; to each of 
which is placed a ticket mentioning its 


name, and from what country it was 


brought. Beſides theſe, there are ſeveral 
orange and lemon trees in large pots. The 
walks in ſeveral places are arched over with 
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large jaſmines, under which are ſeats 
placed for the accommodation of thoſe that 
Walk. ; 


The walls on the eaſtern part of the 
palace, which are cloſe to thoſe of the 
city, are formed into a terrace well paved 
and planted with rows of trees, which 
make a pleaſant walk, and afford an exten - 
ſive proſpect of the adjacent country. 


To the weſt of the palace is a lage well- 
paved ſquare, in circumference about four 
hundred and fifty yards; on the northern 


and ſouthern parts of it are arches built of 


the ſame materials as the palace, and on 
the top of them ate ſtatues of ſome of the 
princes : that on the north is complete, and 
ſurrounded on the outſide with iron rails, 
and in the inſide contains offices, gardens, 
&c. That on the ſouthern part is not yet 
finiſhed : there is near it a ſtreet which 
leads to a ſmall park, in which is the Je- 
ſuit's church, a very fine piece of building, 
the convent of which is turned into a hoſ- 

| pital. 
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pital. On the weſtern part of the ſquare 
are likewiſe three ſtreets leading into the 
city. The churches are all built in the 
Corinthian ſtyle, except one which is Go- 
thic, and are moſtly very excellent build- 
ings. | E 


The ſtreets are well paved, and ſome of 
; them tolerably broad ; the houſes are built 
of ſtone, and moſtly from three to four 
ſtories high, though ſame few are of two. 
Over the river is a fine broad ſtone bridge, 
on each fide of which are the ſtatues of 
ſome princes: on the other ſide of it are 
the ſuburbs, which are very large, and 
have, on the north, the church and palace 
of the Teutonic knights ; and not far from 
thence is the convent of the Scottiſh Fran- 
ciſeans, who are from ſeven to ten in num- 
ber, and to whom yeſterday we paid a viſit. 
To the weſt of the ſuburbs is a high hill, 
on the top of which is the caſtle ; and be- 
tween this and the city is the ancient pa- 
palace of the princes, an extenſive pile of 
building, | 
0 9 3 The 
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The inhabitants of this city are not very 
numerous; they are civil to ſtrangers, but 
ſpeak no. other Janguage than the Ger- 
man. PINT rf} 11114110. 

Blind 3 Dear Sir, gert ant Fun 

Your humble, 4 1912 
: | Obedient ſervant, 
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W. E left Warburg, Auguſt 17th; at 
eight in the morning, and began ou 
journey through a very fine country, but 
very bad roads. At noon, having paſſed 
through a ſmall town, we came to the 
river Maine, which we crofled in a boat, 
and travelled ſtill on very bad roads; 
through a wood, till four o'clock in the af- 
ternoon, when we came to a village on the 
banks of the ſame river, and croſſing it 
again, we entered Wertheim, where we 
an at the Crown Inn for ee e 1 


This town is nde the government of 
two counts, one of whom has a caſtle and 
palace on the top of a hill towards the 
W and the other is to the weſt of the 


2D 4 town 
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town. It contains about five hundrid 
houſes from three to four ſtories high, 
built of ſtone and brick. The ſtreets are 
but indifferently paved, narrow, and dirty. 
The walls which ſurround it, are very 
old, have near them ſeveral country houſes 
and gardens. Proviſions are moderately 
cheap, and trade is carried on not only by 
land but by water, on the river, net ie 
is not very — | 5 


„ 


When we * dined. our landienk he 
was a civil, obliging man, hired for us a 
boat, with four men, to carry us and our 
| baggage to Frankfort, for which we paid 
fix florins. ' At half paſt fix therefore we 
left this place, and, during the day-light, 
this alteration in our method of travelling 
was very agreeable; and we were ſuffici- 
ently amuſed with the ſight of villages, 
towns, gardens, and well-cultivated fields, 
with which both ſides of the river pre- 
ſented us; but the night coming on, we 
were deprived of thoſe pleaſant views, and 
found the dark on the water much more 

| diſ- 


6 


diſagreeable than on land; the next morn - 


ing at ſeven we arrived ſafely at Aſcaffen - 


burg, at which place is a ſtone bridge over 
the river, As we were fatigued with tra- 
velling all night, we remained in our boat 
while ſome of the men got us refreſhment; 
fo that I could not make any obſervations 
on the town, The Biſhop's palace, as we 
| ſaw it from the boat, ſeems to be a fine 
piece of building, and the churches, from 
the appearance of the ſteeples, ſeem not leſs 
elegant, | | 


While we were at breakfaſt, two Capu- 
chin Friars approached us, and, truſting to 
the dignity of thezr appearance, begged, 
with a confidence which had the air of a 


demand, for their paſſage to F rancfort. 


The idea of having religion in ſubſtance 
in our boat, induced us to acquieſce in their 
demand; and, having made place, and re- 
ceived them, we prepared for our journey. 


At ten in the forenoon we paſſed by the 


town of Sobing Staat, which makes a very 
good figure; at four in the afternoon we 
paſſed 
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paſſed by Hanau, where we ſaw the Prince 
of Heſſe Caſſel's palace and gardens, 
which are near the banks, and make a very 
handſome appearance; and at ſeven in the 
evening we arrived at Francfort, where, 
having diſcharged the boat, and got our 
baggage ſafely landed at the Hotel de 
FEmpereur, which is the beſt in the town, 
I walked out to take a view of the city. 


Frankfort is a free town, and governed 


by a Proteſtant magiſtrate; it is ſituated on 
the north banks of the river, ſurrounded 
by a ſtone wall, and is in circumference 


rather more than three miles. The 
churches are moſtly in the Gothic ſtyle, and 


built! in a degree of ſuperior magnificence, 


which, together with the elegance of their 


ſteeples, give à ſuperb appearance to the 


whole city; and the cathedral, which is 
ſituated to the ſouth, is 4 ſtructure ſtill 
more admirable than the reſt. The ſquare, 
which is near the cuſtom houſe, is very 
ſpacious and well paved, and ſome of the 


leg er are regular and tolerably broad. 
The 


— 


wa © 

The houſes are moſtly built of ſtone, from 
three to four ſtories high; and ſorne of 
them very elegant. "By the aſſiſtance of 
the river Maine, trade is carried on here 
very briſkly. The inhabitants of this city 
are more hoſpitable and polite than in 
ſeveral other cities of Germany, and the 
ladies eſpecially well merit attention; but 
my ſilence on them in other countries 
would render it fingular for me to enter on 
bs deſcription of oak bere. $171 Nee 
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The 18th, at ten in the HART 


_ our /pafſage | in the paſſage | boat for 


Mentz; and i in this part of our journey we 


were very well entertained; the variety of 
paſſengers formed a very agrecable fociety, 
and were amuſement to fall with them for 
want of a knowledge of different languages 
o enjoy their converſation, the fertility 
of the country on both ſides of the river 
afforded abundant ſubject for pleaſing con- 
templation. Corn fields and meadows, 
vineyards and gardens, well cultivated, and 
kept! in excellent order, were every where 
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preſented to us; and, to add to the variety 


of the ſcene, villages and towns were here 
and there interſperſed among them. 


At noon we dined at a ſmall village 


called Hochſt, in which is a very elegant 
palace of Mr, Bodevaro, an Italian tobacco 


manufacturer, who, on account of ſome diſ- 
pute between him and the magiſtrates of 


Frankfort, left that city, and built a moſt 


ſuperb manſion in this place on the banks 
of the river, which, the palace of - the 


Biſhop of Wurſburg excepted, is the moſt 
magnificent piece of building Jever ſaw in 


Germany. The terrace between the two 


wings towards the river, and the gardens 


adjoining, enable the beholder to form 


ſome... idea of the ſuperior elegance diſ- 


played in the whole; 1 am ſorry that my 
ſhort ſtay in this place would not permit 
me. ta give you a do deſcription 
ot. 7 


Ate lofe-thinadace atrhalfiaſter.treethe, 
and. about three -paſſed by the village af 
Hoch- 


—— — . 


( 
Hochheim, famous for its vineyards, and 
for producing the real hock wine; the 
whole circumference of the ground, which 
is formed into vineyards, is about two 
miles, and is almoſt a peninſula. 


At four we arrived at Mentz, or May= 
anz, where the river Rhine joins the 
Maine, to the ſouth weſt of the town, 
which appears to be of conſiderable extent; 
and which is ſurrounded by a ſtone wall; 
but as we were deſirous of proceeding on 
our journey to Cologne, we made no ſtay 
here, but took immediately another boat 
for that city. 


At eight in the evening we arrived at a 
ſmall village called Eſtrich, where we 
ſupped and ſlept; at five the next morning 
we again ſet off, and it eight ſtopped for 
refreſhment at a ſmall village called Bing- 
nan, Here I cannot refrain expreſſing the 
very romantic appearance exhibited in the 
country on all ſides. Mountains of a con- 
ſiderable height, the variety of whoſe ap- 


pearance 
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pearance commands attention, are rendered 
ſtill more ſingular by old caſtles on their 
tops, whoſe antiquated ſtructures, though 
much in decay, ſeem to add to thoſe re- 


gions an air of dignity: on the top of 


others are ſeen villages and country ſeats, 
the irregularity even of which gives plea- 
ſure to the beholder, and ſeems to declare 
that the ſimplicity of nature muſt reign in 
thoſe parts. The deſcent from theſe hills 
is not leſs delightful and various; on ſome 
parts nature diſplays, the abundance of her 
ſpontaneous productions, and on others 
her liberality in rewarding the induſtrious 
labours. of the huſbandman. Here are 
vineyards and gardens, in which are planted 
numberleſs different kinds of fruit trees; 


there are meadows covered with adelight- 


ful verdure, and the whole bearing ſuch 
an air of fertility. that excites ſatisfaction 
and delight in beholding. In, ſhort, were 
I an independant man, I ſhould with no 
greater pleaſure. than viſiting” every year 
theſe romantic ſcenes, where there never 
would be wanting. freſh ſubject of con- 
templation 
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templation and amuſement, and where 
theſe beauties of nature conſtantly muſt 
inſpire wonder and adoration to that ſu- 
preme Being who formed them. 


As we proceeded on our journey from 
hence, we came to a part of the river 
where, for a hundred yards in length, and 
about a hundred in breadth, are numberleſs 
little rocks and whirlpools. A tower is 
built on theſe rocks, which is guarded by 
a number of invalid ſoldiers, who receive 


pay from the Biſhop of Mentz, Every 


boat or veſſel which paſſes here pays a toll 
to the town of Paharack, which is oppoſite 
the tower, and which belongs to the Elec- 
tor Palatine ; it ſeems to be an old town, 
of about a mule and half in circumference, 
and ſurrounded by a ſtone wall. 


At ten o'clock we paſſed by Sengover, a 
very ancient and free town, under the jus 


riſdiction of the Palatine, about two miles 


in circumference, and ſurrounded by an old 
ſtone wall. At eleven we came to the 
. 
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town af Ober Wezel, containing about 
ſixty houſes, and rendered famous for hav- 
ing the moſt delicious ſalmon in the rivet; 
Having dined at this place, we again pros 
ceeded on our journey, and at two o'clock 
we paſſed by the town of Bofard, where 
we were again obliged to pay toll. 


At this plice we firſt ſaw one of the 
floating bridges, made uſe of by the inha- 
Bitants of ſeveral of the towns on the 
banks of the Rhine, for the purpoſe of 
crofling that river. The conſtruction of 
them, which is very ingenious, and much 
admired by all that ſee them, is as follows: 
—'Two veſſels, of about thirty tons bur- 
then each, are joined together, over which 
is placed a floor of planks, railed all round, 
except two places, one on each ſide, which 
are left open for the paſſengers, their goods 
and carriages, to come of and go off. At 
the head of theſe two veſſels is an arch 
made of wood, about fifteen feet high, 
bandſomely engraved and painted; to the 
* of this is attached a rope, which is 

— confined 
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confined to three boats, or ſmall lighters, 
higher up in the middle of the river, placed 
one after another at the diſtance of twelve 
yards each, the neareſt of which is abour 
eiphty yards from the bridge: the firſt of 
| theſe boats is faſt anchored, and to the head 
of it is tied the rope coming from the arch 
over the bridge; in the ſecond boat is a 
kind of maſt, on the top of which the rope 
is again confined, and then deſcends to the 
ſtern of the third boat, to which it is tied 
cloſe. By this contrivance the motion of 
the bridge is regulated; and it is prevented 
from being carried down the rivet by the 


rapidity of the ftream, in order to conduct 


it from one fide to the other; the maſters 


make uſe of no other inſtrument than the 
rudders of the two veſſels, by which means 


it approaches each bank, which is exactly 
level with the entrance of the bridge. 


At four o 'clock in the affcrugin we 
paſted by Coplent, between the old town 
and the new one, the latter of which is 


ſurrounded by. a ſtone wall, and has on the 
Vo“. II, E foutk 
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ſouth of it a magnificent palace of the 


Elector of Treves; it contains, beſides, 
ſome fine churches ; and appeared, on the 


whole, a conſiderable town; on the eaſt 


part of it the river Moſel diſcharges itſelf _ 
into the Rhine. At fix we paſſed bud town 


of a conſiderable extent, called Neuvit, a 


free town, containing -a very fine palace 


of the prince Landgrave. The next place 


we paſſed through was a very ancient 


town called Andernach, belonging to the 
Elector of Cologne; here we again ſtopt 
to pay toll, and about half an hour after 
we arrived at a village, containing a ſmall 


number of houſes, called Lewderſtoff, 


where 3 we took © our r night 8 abode. 


The 20th, at three o'clock in the morn- 
ing, we. again ſet off, and arrived, four 


hours after, at 'the town of Lentz, where 


we ſtaid for a little refreſhment; it is in- 


couſiderable in extent, but its ſituation is 
admirable. At noon we arrived at Bonne, 
or Bonna, the reſidence of the Elector of 
Cologne; but 1 it is not. neceffary for me to 


„ 0 mention 


(e 


mention his palace to you, for with that 
you are well acquainted. 


A little paſt two in the afternoon we ar- 
rived. at Cologne, and lodged at the Hotel 
de St. Eſprit, which appears to me to be the 
beſt in the city. As I have run this epiſtle 


to an immoderate length, permit me to | 1 
defer giving you an account of the preſent 9 
ſtate of this town till my next. Iam, _ 
Dear Sir, ] 


Your humble ſervant, 
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Cologne, Auguſt 23, 1786. 
DEAR SIR, 


C OLOGNE is ſituated on the weſtern 


banks of the river Rhine, extending from 
north to ſouth about three miles and a 
half in length, and in breadth about three 
quarters of a mile. The ſtreets are well 
paved, but not ſo broad as: thoſe in Lon- 
don; the houſes are built of brick and 
ſtone, and are moſtly from three to four 


_ ſtories high, and the ſhops are moſtly like 


thoſe of London. There are two ſquares, 
one of which is very regular, and tolerably 
large, which forms the market place; the 
other is an oblong ſquare, in the middle of 
which is a ſtructure; a few years ago this 
building ſerved as an exchange for mer- 
char: ts; but ſince the inundation of 1784, 
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it is made into a poſt and ſome other es 
The waters at that time, occaſioned by the 
overflowing of the river, were more than 
eight feet deep in this place; they waſhed 
away ſeven houſes, and ſeventeen perſons 
were drowned. The place in which the 
merchants now meet to tranſact buſineſs is 
an houſe on the ſouth part of the ſquare. 
Near the above office is a row of trees, 
planted in a regular order, which forms a 
ſhade to a walk there. The main ſtreet, 
which begins at the northern gate, and ter- 


minates at the ſouthern, is very broad, and 


divides the town into eaſt and weſt ; it has 
trees planted on both ſides of it, and to 
the weſt, has a ſpacious walk — "_ 


fine elms. 


0 The churches are fine buildings, moſtly 
of ſtone, and together with the elegance of 
their ſteeples, preſent a very noble appear- 
ance; the moſt magnificent is the cathe- 
dral, which was begun to be built in 1746, 


but is not finiſhed yet. The roof of it is 


ſuprorted by four rows of columns, twelve 


E 3 | in 


CT 
in each row, and placed at four yards diſ- 
tance from each. other, which makes the 
whole length fifty-ſix yards, and breadth 
twenty four. On the eaſt part of it 1s a 
ſquare Mauſoleum of marble, in which are 
depoſited all the treaſures of the church, 
together with it, as it is ſaid, the ſkulls of 
the three wiſe men who went in ſearch of 
Jeſus Chriſt. They are preſerved in a caſe 
of maſly gold, curiouſly worked in alto 
relievo, of four feet in height, four and a 
half in length, and in breadth two and a 
Half. This caſe is placed upon a ſquare altar 
in the middle of the Mauſoleum, and has 
on each fide of it twelve paintings of the 
Apoſtles and Prophets highly executed; 
the frames, which are of gold, are orna- 
mented with different kinds of precious 
ſtones. Around the walls of the Mauſo- 
leum are ſeveral other pictures adorned in 
the ſame manner. The whole treaſure 
contained in this place, conſiſts of five 
thouſand precious ſtones, of different kinds 
and ſizes; amongſt which is an oriental 
topaz, which weighs three ounces and a 
half; 


GP > 
half; beſides ſeveral gold lamps, and other 


decorations of that metal and ſilver. 


The body of the Saen is in the 
Ionic ſtile, and is decorated with ſeveral 
curious marble altars round its walls; the 
principal altar is in the center, and is ſur- 
rounded with a chapel ſimilar to that in 
Weſtminſter Abbey; it has an excellent 
organ, and is adorned with ſeveral fine 
paintings. The glaſs of the windows is 
finely painted; and the roof, which 1s 


finiſhed, as far as this chapel extends, is 


about a hundred and twenty feet high ; the 
reſt of it, which is temporary, is not more 


than eighty feet. 


The ſteeples are two in number, but 
are not yet finiſhed ; they are built of 
large ſquare ſtone, and are four yards broad 
on each fide. * That towards the weſt is 
forwarded as far as the belfry, eighty feet 
high; the other is not above a third 
built. | 
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Having thus given you an account of 


the three Kings, or wiſe men, I ſhall pro- 


ceed now to deſcribe to you Baron Hip's 


Muſeum, which contains a collection of 


natural, mineral, and antique curioſities, 
'T his gentleman, who reſides at a ſmall 


diſtance fiom the above cathedral, and 
whoſe affable and polite behaviour pro- 
cures him great reſpect, indulged us with 
. . of che various articles contained in 


His collection occupies the greateſt 


m— of the houſe in which he lives, 


Which is three ſtories high, and has four 


rooms on each floor. His parlours contain 
various kinds of porcelain, foſſils, &c. In 
his firſt floor are mineral ores, of different 
ſorts, cups and faucers of jaſper agate, 


and other rarities. In another room are va- 


rious ſorts of ancient dreſſes of different 
nations; defenſive weapons of different 


ſhapes; Greek and Romans coins, and 


thoſe of other nations. Among the reſt 


| of his collection, is an oriental topaz, of 


good water, which weighs four ounces, 
As it began to grow late, we had not time 
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( WJ 
to take a carticulas view of all his curioſi- 


ties, and, having thanked him for his civi- 
lities, we 1 


The mole, or quay, along the banks of 
the river, is a very fine one, and is built of 
large ſquare ſtones; the water is at preſent 
more than three yards lower than the ſur- 
face of the mole, though it is ſometimes ſo 
high as to overflow a great part of the city: 
the floating bridge too is very commodious 
and ſerviceable to the inhabitants of this 


place, and thoſe of the oppoſite town, Who 


can paſs and repaſs almoſt every hour. 


The EleQor of Cologne has no palace 
here; he reſides about eight miles diſtant, 
at a place called Provit. 


We intend to ſet off from here for Bruſ- 
ſels to morrow morning, till when, pers 
mit me to ſubſcribe myſelt, 

Dear Sir, 
8 Your humble ſervant, 
LS. 
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Bruſſels, Auguſt 26th, 1786, 
DEAR SIR, | 


* 


1 Have the honour to acquaint you that 


1 arrived fafe in this capital about eight 


o'clock laſt night, and lodged at the Landen 
Hotel near the park; immediately after 
breakfaſt this morning I prepared accor- 
ding to our former correſpondence, to give 


you an account of my Journey to this 
place. 


We left Cologne the 22nd inſtant, at fix 
o'clock in the morning, and began our 
Journey for Aix la Chapelle, through an 
open country, uninterrupted by any hills, 
and divided into vineyards, corn fields, and 
gardens, interſperſed with large oaks and 
Elms; the roads too are not A agreeable, 

being 


( 59 ) 
being planted on both ſides with fine lofty 


trees. Through this fine country we tra- 


velled till ten in the forenoon, when we 
ſtopt for breakfaſt, and to change horſes, 
in a village containing about ſixty houſes, 
and pleaſantly fituated in a very fertile 
country. 


At eleven we continued our journey, 


and as we proceeded, we ſaw, at ſome diſ- 


tance from the road, in different places, 


three pillars erected on a triangular piece 


of brick work, and on the top, beams 
going acroſs, ſupported by them. On my 
enquiring for what purpoſe theſe were 


built, I was informed, that they were the 
bounds of the different diſtrias and juriſ- 


dictions of the magiſtrates, and were uſed 
for the execution of condemned male- 
factors; though I ſaw theſe at the diſtance 


of almoſt every ten or twelve miles. I 
ſaw no criminals hanging on them, which 


cauſes me to conclude that the country 


muſt be much leſs infeſted with robbers 


and highwaymen than ſome other places, 


and 


1 
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and that we may travel with much greater 
ſecurity in Germany than in England. 


At half paſt two in the afternoon we 
arrived at Sulit, a fortified town, belong- 
ing to the Palatinate of Bavaria; it is 


ſurrounded with a ſtone wall, and a ditch 


always full of water. The houſes, which 
are moſtly built of ſtone, are three {tories 
high, and about fix hundred in number; 
the ſtreets too are well paved, and mode- 
rately broad. The inn at which we dined 
is called the Crown, very commodious, and 
reſorted to by much genteel company, eſ- 
pecially by the officers of the garriſon, 


which conſiſts of one regiment. Provi- 


ſions of all kinds are here moderately: rea- 


ſonable. 


About four o'clock we left this place, 
and travelled through a country, fortn- 
ing almoſt an entire garden, interſperſed 
with ſome pretty villages, through many 
of which we paſſed, and at eight in the 
evening we arrived at Aix la Chapelle, 

where, 


(a) 
where, with' great difficulty, we procured 
40dgings at the inn called the King of 
Pruſſia, for all the other inns were en- 
gaged, We were obliged to ſtay here two 
days, waiting for the diligence, 


Aix la Chapelle is a free town, under 
the Imperial protection, the magiſtrate is 
a Proteſtant, but the Roman religion 1s to- 
lerated, and the greateſt part of the inha- 
bitants are of that perſuaſion. This town 
is ſurrounded with a ſtone wall, and a ml 
ditch ſeven yards · broad, always filled with ll 
water; the whole circumference of the 
place is between four and five miles. The | 
northern part is ſituated on an eminence, _ 
in which is the town houſe, a regular, ſpa- | 
cious building, of three ſtories high; on 
the north fide of which are two commo- 
dious ſtone ſtaircaſes, of twelve ſteps - 
each, Before this pile is a ſquare, well 
paved, twenty four yards each. way; in 
the middle of Which is a fountain, on 
which ſtands a pillar with the ſtatue 
of Charlemain on the top of it. In the 
DS. 8 ſquare, 
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ſquare, and the ſtreets leading to it, are 


many ſhops of different kinds ; the ſtreets, 
though paved and tolerably broad, are nei- 
ther clean nor kept in repair. 


The cathedral, fituated on the ſouthern 
part of the ſquare, though of the middle 
ſize, is a magnificent ſtructure of the Go- 
thic order, the glaſs of the windows are 


finely painted ; and to the ſouthern part 


of it is a ſpacious court yard. 


” - 


The inns in this town are fine, commo- 


dious buildings, moſtly of freeſtone, and 


of four ſtories high; the rooms are ſpa- 
cious and lofty, wall furniſhed, and gene- 
rally occupied by travellers, who cannot 
be too much on their-guard againſt game- 
ſters and duelliſts, with which this place 
abounds. The reſt of the houſes are but 
indifferent buildings, ſome of ſtone, ſome 
of brick, and from two to four ſtories 


high. 


In th center of the town is. a citadel 
ſur- 


( 3 
ſurrounded by a ſtone wall, and a ditch al- 
ways filled with water, which, as it is ſtag- 
nated, in hot weather, is very offenſive ; 
before the gate is a draw bridge. On the 


eaſt of this citadel is a kind of a park | | 


- planted with rows of elm trees; it is about 
fixty yards in length, and in breadth 
twenty ; but the ground is very uneven, 
and for that reaſon is not much frequented 
by * of faſhion. 


The manufactures of this place are 


broad cloth, worſted ſtuffs, ſilk ſtockings, 
lace and linen cloth. Trade is briſk, and 


chiefly ſupported by the communication 
with Maeſtricht and other parts of Holland. 


Proviſions of all ſorts are very mode- 


| 4 ate. 


At ſeven o'clock in the morning of the 
24th, we took our places in the diligence 
for Liege, and travelling over a bad road 
till nine, we ſtopt at a ſmall village for 
breakfaſt, which bore ſo contemptible an 
 Spprarance that I ſhall paſs it over in 

| ſilence, 
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filence.. Ar two o'clock in the afternoon 
we arrived at another village called Patis, 
containing about forty or fifty houſes, ſitu- 


ated on a ſmall hill; in this place we 


dined, and at four we continued our jour- 
ney through better roads and a finer coun- 
zry till eight in the evening, when we ar- 
rived at Liege, and lodged'at the Hotel 
d' Hollande, a very commodious inn, and 
convenient for travellers. 


| ; | 
Phe town of Liege is pleaſantly fitu- 


| ated, and carries on a good trade by means 


of the canals, which are formed from the 
river Maeſe, and paſs through the towns 
they are three-in number, and have ſtone 
bridges over them. The houſes are in 
general built of | ſtone, and are from three 
to five ſtories high : the ſtreets are paved, 
but have no curb pavment, and are rather 
narrow. The Biſhop's palace is of a 
ſquare form, and in the middle has a court 
yard, and galleries or balconies round 1t, 


- ſupported by pillars. The rooms and fur- 


niture I cannot deſcribe to you, as the 
| ſhortneſs, 


1 
ſhortneſs of our ſtay would not permit me 
to make any farther obſervations, 


The next morning at four o'clock, we 
parted for Bruſſels, and travelled through a 
fine cultivated country till eight, when we 


ſtopt in a village for breakfaſt ; we found 


the road from the laſt place very good, 
but here it was ſtill more pleaſant, being 
ſhaded on both ſides with lofty elm trees; 
the road itſelf is broad, and kept in good 
repair ; the country on all fides bears the 
appearance of one continued garden, di- 
vided into different ſhapes, and inter- 
ſperſed with villages and gentlemen's ſeats, 
With ſuch views as theſe on all ſides we 
proceeded on our journey till two in the 
afternoon, when we arrived at a town 
called Tir le Mont, pleaſantly fituated on 
an eminence. The town is but ſmall, and 
enjoys a very ſalubrious air; it contains 
about two hundred houſes, in general 
built of ſtone, from two to three ſtories 
high; and the ſtreets are tolerable as, 


and well paved. 
Vor.. . F HFaving 
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Having dined at this place we ſet off, 
and at five arrived at Louvain, fituated on 
the northern banks of the river Dyle. 


We entered firſt the ſuburbs, and then 


paſting over a ſtone bridge of thirty yards 
in length and four in breath, we came into 
the town, which is ſurrounded by a brick 
wall very much in decay; the whole cir- 
cumfetence of the town is about three 
miles and a half, The houſes, both in 
the town and the ſuburbs, which are very 
extenſive, are built of ſtone and brick. of 
three, and ſome few of four, ſtories high, 
which make a very elegant appearance. 
The ſhops are neat ; thoſe of the town 
are moſtly round the ſquare, which is in 


the middle of the town ; the ſtreets are 


likewiſe tolerably well paved. To the north 
eaſt of the town is the college, ſtanding 
on a very extenſive ground, planted with 
various kinds of trees, and ſerves as a 
park for the ſtudents. 'The country round 
about is very pleaſant. Trade in this 


place is moderate, and the manufactures 


chiefly 


( 
chiefly conſiſt of linen cloth, lace, and 
camlets. . 

At fix in the evening we proceeded on 
our journey, and at ſeven, having croſſed 
a valley, we aſcended a hill, near to which 
is the place appropriated for the execution 
of criminals: I ſaw here half a dozen 
_ corpſes laid on ſome ſcaffolds, which were 
erected on ſome poles fixed on the earth; 
but whether they had been racked or 
ſtrangled it was not poſſible to tell; leaving 
this diſmal ſpectacle, we continued our way 
on this hill till eight o'clock, when we en- 
tered the gate of this city, and took up our 
lodgings at the inn above mentioned ; and 
as I purpoſe ſtaying here two or three days, 
in my next I ſhall inform you of the al- 
terations and improvements made in this 
place. I am, 

Dear Sir, 
Tour humble, 
Obedient ſervant, 
S. L. 
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EXT TRE ee 


| Bruſlels, Auguſt 29, 1986. 
DEAR SIR, 


SINCE you. were here, Bruſſels is 
greatly improved. The caſtle, which was 
formerly ſituated on an eminence to the 
eaſt of the city, where the Arch-Dutcheſs 
and Prince-Governor reſide, is naw en- 
tirely razed to the ground, and the ditch, 
with which it was ſurrounded, filled up, 
planted with ſeveral rows of trees, and 
converted into a very pleaſant walk for the 
public; the view too, on all ſides, is very 
extenſive, except on the weſt, where it is 
obſtructed by the buildings. The ground 
formerly occupied by the caſtle is formed 
into a new town, the buildings of which 
are conſtructed with the moſt elegant mag- 
nificence, but eſpecially thoſe round the 
park, which are all built of freeſtone, 

; from 
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irom four to five ſtories high, and rather 
bear the appearance of palaces than houſes. 
The rooms are large and lofty, and much 
in the Engliſh ſtile. To each of theſe 
houſes 1s a ſpacious garden, well provided 
with wall and other fruit trees ; they are 
moſtly occupied by Engliſh and Iriſh fa- 
milics of diſtinction. 


The alien part of the vas likewiſe, 
in which are the apartments of the Em- 
eror, has undergone many alterations; 
and the weſtern, which is occupied by the 
| Arch-Dutcheſs and the Prince, commands 
an extenſive proſpect, not only of the 
whole city, but of all the country as far as 
the eye can reach, The rooms, though 
not large, are elegantly ornamented with 
fine paintings of the beſt maſters, together 
with other curioſities. On the outſide of 
the eaſtern gate of this palace is formed a 
ſquare of about twenty yards broad, in the 
Dl, of which is a pedeſtal of eight 
feet in height, and four in breadth, and on 
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the top of it the ſtatue of the late Em- 
peror. | 


On the eaſt of this ſquare is built a mag- 
nificent church in the Corinthian order, 
though it is not yet quite finiſhed. To 
the north of this are two arches, through 
which two ſtreets lead from the ſquare, one 
to the eaſt, and the other to the north eaſt ; 
and on the ſouth the Hotel Belle Vue, a 
large and commodious building, fit for the 
reception of a traveller of the greateſt 
diſtinction; from the ſouthern windows 
of which is preſented an extenſive proſ- 
pet of the greateſt part of the town, the 
adjacent country, and the park, Next to 
this place another ſtreet leads from the 
ſquare towards the ſouth, from which ſe- 
veral others are formed; one of which, to 
the eaſt, goes round the park, and leads to 
three other ſtreets, two to the north, and 
a third to the ſouth eaſt; the others, which 
are four in number, lie to the weſt, and 
deſcend immediately into the city. 


The 
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The royal gardens are now converted 
into a park for the accommodation of the 
public, and formed into very pleaſant 
walks, the middle ones of which are very 


broad, and have on each fide ſeveral mar- 


ble ſtatues, repreſenting different figures, 
To the ſouth of theſe walks are two ba- 
{ons, the one round, and the other oval, in 
the middle of which are ſpouts that emit 
water; the reſt of the park, which is 
much enlarged by filling up the former 
ditch, is divided into avenues, wilderneſſes, 


and labyrinths; except on the ſouth-eaſt 


part, where there is formed a kind of li- 


brary and coffee - room, reſorted to by gen- 


tleman for the purpoſe of reading the new 
publications and the public papers, which 
may be done without any other expence 
than that of taking ſuch refreſhments as 
the room affords ; adjacent to this is an aſ- 
ſembly room and place, which goes by the 
name of Vauxhall, and during the ſum- 
mer ſeaſon, is, every Saturday, illumi- 
nated, and exhibits entertainments ſimilar 
to thoſe of our Vauxhall near London. 

F 4 To 
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To the ſouth of this park, Lord Doring- 
ton, our ambaſſador, has taken one of thoſe 
elegant new- built houſes, which I juſt now 
mentioned, on which his lordſhip is juſt 
now entering ; next. to this houſe is built 
a moſt magnificent hotel, called by the | 
name of the Prince of Wales 


Hitherto I have only informed you of 
the alterations and improvements made in 
this city; with the deſcription of the 
whole, I need not to trouble you, fince in 
your travels, you have ſufficiently informed 
yourſelf of it ; nor ſhall I attempt to de- 
ſcribe any of the other places through 
which I paſs, as they are fo perfectly 
known that I ſhould do no more than make 
a repetition of what others have written 
before me. To- morrow I prono'e to ſet 
off for Ghent, from thence to Bruges, 
and afterwards to Oſtend, and there to 
take my paſſage for Dover; this journey I 
hope to perform in a week, and, have the 
honour to pay my roſpects to you in per- 

ſon, 


(3 1 
ſon, and convince you of the grateful ſenſe 
I have of the obligations conferred on, 


Dear Sir, 
Your devoted, and 
Much obliged, 
Humble ſervant, 
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OF THE 


HOLY LX N . 


A S Mr, Volney in his voluminous pro- 
duction has been very deficient in giving a 
juſt deſcription of towns, and other places, 
in which he pretends to have travelled, 
though he boaſts in his Preface that his 
intent was rather the improvment of the 


mand | 


5 
mind than emolument to himſelf, I ſhall 
take this opportunity of informing the cu- 
rious reader of the ſtate of ſome of the 
places in Paleſtine and Judea, mentioned 
by that gentleman, as they were at that 


time in which. I laſt viſited them; toge- 


ther with an account of the journies of 


the Pilgrims to the holy land. This may 


ſerve, at the ſame time, to expoſe the fal- 


lacy of Mr. Volney's ill- grounded obſer- 
vations concerning thoſe ſimple people, 
who, though expoſed to a continual and ty- 
rannical oppreſſion, fail not, excited by 
zeal and devotion, to vilit .thofe' places 
where the Son of God completed the re- 
demption of mankind. 

I begin, therefore, according to my pro- 
mite, from Joppa» though L have. already 
deſcribed its ſituation in the hiſtory of Ali- 


bey: but as Mr. V olney differs from me, 


I will convince him that my long reſidence 


in that part of the world enabled me to 
make juſter obſervations by my own fight 


than be, by hearſay only. Joppa, I ſaid, 


111 


#. 


e 
in the before- mentioned book, flands on a 
rocky hill, the top of which is not, as Mr. 
Volney repreſents it, like a ſugar loaf, but 
of an oblong ſhape ; and extends from north 
to ſouth ;, the town and the adjacent coun- 
try, which is planted with gardens, in which 
are ſeveral kinds of fruit trees, has no run- 
ning water, but only wells and ciſterns, in 
the town ; the gardens are ſupplied with 
water by means of a machine turned by 
mules or aſſes, and ſome by camels ; the 
depth of theſe wells 1s from thirty to fifty 
feet. There 1s only three palm trees in 
all the territory of Joppa, which are diſ- 
tant to the eaſt about a mile. I ſaw theſe 
trees firſt in the year 1753, 1756, 1763, 
and from 1772 to 1773, in which time I 
left that place. The Plantation of olive 
trees begins near two miles diſtant eaſt- 


ward of Joppa, and continues as far as 
Rama. 


The only running water near this place 
is a river of about two miles diſtant to the 
north eaſt, which diſcharges itſelf into the 
: ſea, 


( 

ſea, at a rather greater diſtance. To the 
north of Joppa, the gardens were not de- 
ſtroyed by the Mamlucks, as Mr. Volney 
ſays, for they had ſtrict orders from Ali- 
bey not to cut even a branch from a fruit 
tree; but after he was told, that the be- 
ſieged ſallied out in the night, and began 
to cut the trees, and make uſe of them for 
fuel, he then gave orders to deprive them 
of that benefit; and accordingly moſt 
part of them were cut down in the month. 
of December 1772. = l 


If Mr. Volney has really been at Joppa, 
as he is ſuperior to me in the Latin lan- 
guage, and more curious than I was then, 
he ſhould inform the public of the Latin 
inſcription over the gate of the citadel, and 
on the guns which lay on the ground near 
it; perhaps his curioſity was at that time 


employed in ſome Arabic invention. On 
the outſide of the gate, which is the road 
to Jeruſalem, are large trees of ſycamore, 
which differ from thoſe in England, 
the bark and the leaves of which reſemble 

| | thoſe 
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thoſe of mulberry trees, and bear a fruit 
like that of figs of Liſbon in fize, and of 
a black colour ; the taſte is the ſame as 
green figs, and more wholeſome than 
they. The harbour of Joppa extends 
from north to ſouth; is cloſe to the town, 

| ſurrounded with rocks, and has two en- 
trances, one to the north, which is the 
wideſt, but dangerous, as there are ſand 
banks ; the other to the weſt, is narrow, 
of about ten feet in breadth, and the ſame 
depth, and dangerous in boiſterous wea- 
ther, as it is among the rocks. The 
whole breadth of this harbour, on the 
north part, is about twenty yards, but is 
unfit for any veſſels to ride, for two rea- 
ſons, one for being expoſed to the high 
winds, the other for not having ſufficient 
depth of water. The ſouthern part of it 
is from ten to ſixteen yards wide, and ſafer 
than the firſt, as it is defended on the weſt 
ſide by high rocks, on the ſouth by the wall 
of the town, on which is a battery of three 
lixteen pounders, and on the north by an 
angle of the mole; the depth of it at low 
| water 
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water does not exceed ſix feet, and at high 
water about ten; if this part was to be 
clearedup, perhaps fifteen oreighteen veſlels 
at the moſt, of a hundred and fifty tons, 
but not heavier burden, might ride cloſe 
to each other, for the bottom. of the har- 
bour is one piece of rock, which appears 
in ſome parts at low water. 


The windmills at Rama, which are two 
in number, one to the north eaſt, and the 
other to the eaſt of the town, which, in 
my time, were not in. motion, were built 
by a Greek, and not by a Venetian, long 
time before the town was ſurrendered to 
Abudahap ; they are not the only ones in 
Paleſtine and Syria, as Mr. Volney ſays ; 
for, beſides theſe, there are two at Soor, or 
Tyrous, and one ſix miles north of Acri, on 
a {mall hill, on which is the village I de- 
ſcribed in Alibey's Hiſtory, which was pub- 
liſhed in the year 1783. The reſt of the 
| deſcription of Joppa and Rama, ſee in 
5 Alibey's biſtory, as alſo that of Lydda. 
The church of this laſt place is dedicated 
to St. George the martyr, (and not to St. 

Peter 


( 8r ) 
Peter as Mr. Volney ſays) in which is the 5 
tomb of that Saint to the welt part of the 
: church. ö | 


In 1753 the road to Jeruſalem was, from 
Rama towards the eaſt, crofling the moun- 
tains of Paleſtine ſtraight, and deſcending 
into the valley of Hamma, or Hammaous® 
but in the year 1756 the chiefs of the ſou- 
thern Arabs, who inhabited this part of the 
mountains, demanded more money than 
uſual from the convents of the different 
perſuaſions, and not obtaining it, ob- 
ſtructed the road; therefore the convents 
were obliged to change it, and made an 
agreement with the northern tribes to 
form a new road from Lidda. So the road 
now to Jeruſalem is from that place, and 
is defended by. the ſame tribes. On aſ- 
cending to the top of this mountain the 
traveller is preſented with a fine view of 
the plains of Paleſtine as far as the fight 
can reach, and likewiſe of the mountain, 
moſt part of which 1s cultivated, and 
planted with vineyards and olive trees. 
Vo“. II. 9 Aer 
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After fix or ſeven miles travelling on this 
mount towards the declivity of it, is a well 
of freſh water, and round it reſervoirs, 
which are filled from the well, and afford 
water for their cattle. On leaving this 
place they deſcend, after a journey of a 
mile, to the valley of Hammaous. The 
traveller then 1s in view of the village, and 
the church of the ſame name, in which 
place St. Luke and Cleopas, in company 
with Jeſus Chrift,: after the reſurrection, 
(according to the Goſpel, and tradition) 
ſtood to refreth themſelves. The Arabs at 
_ preſent make uſe of it for e their 
cattle. 


On ie this place, on the right hand, 
and travelling towards eaſt north eaſt, by 
the bottom of a hill, is a ſmall brook 

which waters this. valley, in which are 
ſome kitchen gardens, fruit trees, ſome 
vineyards, and plantations of olives; two 
miles forwards from thence. is a gentle aſ- 


cent towards the eaſt, from which place 
| Wee appears to the ſight of this tra- 
veller, 


6 
veller, about eight miles diſtant; the coun- 
try round about, though gravelly, is never- 
theleſs tolerably cultivated, and planted 
with olive trees. Leaving Be. John's 
mountain, on the right hand, the traveller 
has'the hill of Armathem about four miles 
to the left of him. As far as here is the old 
road from Rama to Jeruſalem. 


125 The new road from Lidda to Jeru- 
falem, though round about, is nevertheleſs 
not difagreeable, as the aſcent to the afore- 
ſaid mountain is more gentle and amuſing ; 
moſt part of it being cultivated and ſowed 
with wheat and barley, as the Arabs make 
uſe of no other corn but thoſe two. Their 
pulſe is red, and Italian peaſe, with other 
ſoͤrts; together with Windſor and French 
beans. They cultivate ſome cotton alſo, 
and the vallies as likewiſe the declivities, 
are plainted with tobacco, vineyards, and 
olive trees. The traveller amuſing him- 
ſelf thus, with this view, riding on horſe- 
back, or on a camel, leaving. on his left 
band rewards the north, the mountains of 


35 . 3: Gallilee, 
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Gallilee, diſtant about twenty miles, and 


thoſe of Samaria to the north eaſt, at 
twelve or fourteen miles diſtance, after . 


| journey of four hours, changes his courſe 


from due eaſt to ſouth eaſt, and paſſing by 
the village of Tekoah or the prophet Sa- 
muel's town in Armathem, 1 in which is a 
ſmall tower, ſix miles more, is at ſho 
weltern gate of Jeruſalem, which 

called by the natives Bab-el Nebi - 
or the gate of the prophet David, which 
is guarded by Janiſſaries or ſoldiers; in 
entering it, on the right hand, is the pa- 
lace of the above-mentioned prophet, as 
they call it, which is ſurrounded both on 
the outſide and inſide of the city. with a 
deep ditch, about fourteen feet in depth, 


* 


and ten in breadth, which at preſent ſerves 
48. citadel, and 1s the reſidence of. the Ja- 


nifaraga, and the Janiflaries, which are in 


| number about A hundred and fifty. 


The "RY city ſtands on four bills, rank 
of them, which are the higheſt, form the 
weſt part of the city; the two lefler, that 

„ e g of 
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of the eaſt, the ſpace between theſe two di- 


viſions is a kind of a valley, though not 


very perceivable ; the whole is in a ſquare 


form, and ſurrounded with a wall of ſquare _ 


ſtones ;' on which, at every two hundred 


yards, axe ſquare towers, though moſt of - 
them in decay, and likewiſe with a ditch, . 


molt part of which is filled up, except 


that part by David's palace as aforeſaid ; 


the whole circumference of this city is be- 
tween five and fix miles; it has four 
gates, one to the eaſt north eaſt, called by 


the natives Bab=el' Setti Mariam, or the 


gate of Lady Mary, the Greeks call it of 
Geſthimane; the ſecond to the north, 
called Bab-el Sham, or the gate of Damaſ- 


cus; the third, on the weſt, is the afore- 
ſaid of David; the fourth, to the ſouth 
ſauth weſt, is called Bab-el Reid Lahm, 


which ſignifies the houſe of fleſh, or the 
gate of Bethlehem, and by the Greeks that 
of Sion; to the ſouth is another ſmall 
one, out of which the rubbiſh of the city 
is. carried, and thrown to the eaſt end of 
Mount Sion, and ſerves alſo as an exit for 
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the Jews to carry out their dead, as their 


burying ground is at the bottom of the 


aforeſaid mount, near the valley of Jeho- 
ſaphat. . 2 


This city 11 on the eaſt FR above- : 
mentioned valley, which extends from 
north to ſouth, then to ſouth eaſt, ande yon 
in the Dead Sea, or Aſphaltite Lake. 
the weſt of Jeruſalem is the valley of wh 
Bleacher, in which is a reſervoir, of about 
one hundred yards long, which extends 
from north to ſouth, fixteen broad, and 
eight deep, on the ſouth end of it; for the 
north part is filled with __ of ruins FARE 
rubbiſh. 


On the north weſt, about three hun- 
dred yards diſtant from the walls of the 
city, are ſome fine gardens, planted with 
| ſweet and four lemons, oranges, of both 
kinds, limes, citrons, apples, pears, apri- 
cots, and other fruit trees; as likewiſe all 
ſorts of vegetables ; they are watered by 
means of machines, turned by camels, 

which firſt brings the water up from the 


wells, 
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wells, and then diſcharges it into the FR 


ſervoirs, which are built near the wells 


in a ſquare form; ſome of them are 
from twelve to ſixteen yards in diameter, 
and ſix or nine deep. On the bottom of 5 
the wall of the reſervoirs, is a hole ſtopped | 
by a roller, which when the gardener 


waters his garden, he pulls out, then the 
water is conveyed, by little canals to the 


different parts of the garden. The largeſt | 
of theſe gardens 1 is that which Belong to 


the Patriarch of Jeruſalem; next to it IS 
that of the Armenians, 


On the ate eaſt, rather more ry the 
above-mentioned diſtance, is a ſmall hill, 
on the ſouth part of which are ſome ruins 
of an old building, and a little garden, 
planted with fig and other fruit trees, 
which is called by the natives, the houſe 
and garden of the prophet Baruch. 


On the ſouth is Mount Sion, which ex- 
tends in breadth from the walls of the city, 
to the Potters Field, or Aceldama, about 
two hundred yards, which, with the oppo- 
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ſite hill, forms a ſmall valley of ſixty yards 
in breadth, and in it is the aforeſaid field, 
and in length. from weſt to eaſt four hun- 
dred yards, and ends in the valley of Jeho- 
ſaphat near the well of Joab. Under the 
ſouthern hill is a large cave or grotto, 
which extends from eaſt to weſt, in length 
fifty yards, and breadth twenty ; round the 
infide of which are ſepulchres, cut in the 
rock, in which all ſtrangers, who die in Je- 
ruſalem, are buried; and when the body is 
conſumed, (which in general is performed 
in four-and-twenty or fix-and-thirty hours, 
the longeſt,) * they gather the bones, and 
throw them into an inner cave, which is 
joined to the former. On the outſide of 
this cave, the Greeks have a chapel, and 


| 


gt. Helen, when the went to the Holy Land to diſcover 
the places where our Saviour ſuffered, gave orders to her mi- 
niſters to load ſome ſhips with this earth, and ſend them to 
Old Rome; which being ſent, the place in which this earth 
was put is called Campo Santo, and performed the ſame ef- 
lect as that in Jeruſalem. The curious reader may inform 
himſelf on this account, in the Greek eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory. 


every- 


E 
every Saturday perform ſervice, acccording 
to their perſuaſion, for the dead. 

As I have deſcribed the outer parts of 
the holy city, I return back, firſt, to de- 
ſeribe the ROW of Mount Sion. 


Secondly, that of the city, beginning 
from the gate of that name, to give an ac- 


count of whatever i 1 worthy of notice 
within The” wa alls. | f 


- 
9 * : * 


The length of this mountain extends 955 
from eaſt to weſt, about three quarters of 


a mile; the former part of it is rather 


ſteep, except near the walls of the city, 


which is acceſſible; the aſcent of the latter 
part is rather gentle, and in this part is 
the burying place of the native Chriſtians, 
and the Biſhops who are ſuffragans to the 


See of Jeruſalem. In the middle of this 


mountain, on the weſt, is a convent which 
belongs tothe Armenian nations. On the 
north of it is a moſque, which formerly 
was a convent dedicated to the Holy Tri- 


nity, 


— 
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nity, which place was, according to tradi- 
tion, the houſe of Zebedee, where the apo- 
ſtles were gathered on the day of Pentecoſt, 
and received the gift of the Holy Ghoſt; 
the patriarchs of Jeruſalem granted it to 
the Romith friars for their reſidence ; but 
on a refuſal of charity to a Turk, he 
ruſhed in with a loud voice; © the Salavat - 
<« or Mahometan confeſſion.“ The Turks 
hearing him, took poſſeſſion of it immedi- 
ately, turned the friars out, and changed 
it into a moſque. - In this place they ſhow 


a room, where St. Peter and the reſt of the 


Apoſtles uſed to, preach the Goſpel. 


on 1 this ale, to the north we 
is the gate of the city; at the entrance, 
which is guarded by Janiſſaries, there are 
two ſtreets, one towards the eaſt; aloug 
the ſouthern walls, on the left hand, leads 
into another ſtreet, which brings you to 
the Jewiſh quarters 3 and farther on to- 
wards the caſt is another ſtreet, Which 
leads to the Turkiſh Wen, 


The 
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The ſecond 3 is towards the north, which, 
is the beſt, as it is wide and paved. Pro- 
ceeding on the right hand, is the Armenian 
convent, which is a very extenſive, com- 
modious, and magnificent building, as 
likewiſe the church, which belongs to it, 
and which is dedicated to the apoſtle St. 
James of Zebedee, in which place he was 
beheaded by order of Herod. It is of the 
Corinthian order, has a dome, and is paved 
with fine white marble; the length of it 
is about ſixty yards, and about twenty in 
breadth. This convent, beſides the Ar- 
manian Patriarch, clergy, and . monks, 
which are above ſeventy in number, can 
accommodate fifteen hundred perſons at a. 
time, as it is three ſtories high, built all of. 
ſtone, the roofs of them are arched with the 
ſame ſubſtances; and the tops are cupolas 
and flat, as are all the houſes in this city, 
but tew of them exceed two ſtories, 


Leaving this place, on the fame fide, are 
ſome Armenian houſes, and a place in 
which they ſay ſtood the houſe of Cai- 

phas; 
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phas ; on the left hand is a ditch, which di- 
© vides David's palace from the city; before 
the gate of it is a draw bridge: on each ſide 
of the gate are two pieces of twelve 
pounders, diſmounted. This palace, or ci- 
tadel, extends from north to ſouth, about 
five hundred yards long, and ſixty broad, 
namely, from the weſtern gate of the city, : 
to that of Sion ; half of this ſpace, which 
zs che ſouth part of it, is the gardens of the 
palace, whoſe front is towards the eaſt, in 
which part is a kind of ſquare, about 
twenty yards in length, and twelve in 

breadth; the pavement is almoſt one en- 
tire rock. Ou paſſing the draw bridge, to 
enter in through an arched gate, which is 
guarded by JanKatics, on the left hand are 
ſpacious and lofty arched rooms, and a paſ- 
ſage to the gardens, which are moſtly. in 
ruins; to the right, clofe to the (eaſtern 
wall, is a very commodious ſtone ſtaircaſe. 
On the firſt floor, which is ſupported by 

ſtone arches, as alſo are the other. two ſto- 
_ ries, are the quarters of the andes, 
which are divided 1 into ſeveral rooms. In 


the 
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the ſecond are: the. apartments. of the Ja- 
nizaraga, or General of the Janiſſaries: 
On the third are thoſe of the women, 
except thoſe rooms to the eaſt, which 
are three in number, in which are kept the 
antique defenſive weapons and armours, 


of all kinds, as ſpears, lances of different 


ſizes, bows and arrows, ſhields, helmets, 
horſe armours, daggers, and ſwords; all 
theſe were taken from the Chriſtians, 


when the Turks conquered © Jeruſalem. * 
The middle one of theſe rooms is called by 
the Turks David's room, to which they 


pay great devotion, and have a lamp hang- 


ing over the window, Which burns day 
and night; nor dares any one abide in it; 
as the Turks ſay, that if any one fleep in 


it, he will be found dead next morning, 
except the man who is appointed by the 
Aga to ſhew theſe curioſities to ſtrangers, 
on making him a trifling compliment of a 
few-paras. The top of this palace is flar, 


and has half a dozen braſs ſix pounders, 
badly mounted, three of them towards 


the weſt, two to the north, and one to the 


eaſt : 
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eaft : the walls of the whole firuQure are 
built of a hard Kind of ſtone, every one of 
which meaſures from eight to ten feet long, 
and from fix to eight broad. The height 
of theſe walls, from the bottom of the 
ditch to the top, is about one hundred and 
eighty” feet; and, if the inſide of it was 


kept in good repair, it would be an ever- 
lafting N a 


The trees: of che 8 are Aang le- 
mon, ſweet and ſour'; orange, of both 
kinds. Nectarine, almond, lime, pome- 
granates, maſtic, and ſome walnuts, be- 
kdes flowers, which in general are; roſes 
of different colours, ig lr _ 
white. 


From the top of this place the 3 = 
enjoys a View, not. only of all the city, but 
even of the country round as far as the | 


fight can reach. Jug 


„On Jeavidg this palace, and advancing 
towards the north, through the "aforeſaid 
| 1 is the main ſtreet, which com- 

Mn mences 
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mences from the weſtern or David's Gate, 
and ends in the gate of the walls of the 
encloſure, where the temple of Solomon, 
and the church of the Holy of | Hohes, 
ftand, which are both tartieffitito moſques. 
In this ſtreet, on both ſides, are ſhops of 
different artiſts, and commodities ; the firſt 
turning on the right hand, from the 
weſtern gate, is the ſtreet which leads to 
the gate of Sion; on the left is another 
oppoſite the firſt, which leads to the 
Chriſtian quarters, The next turning, 
on the left, leads alſo to the aforeſaid 
place; an the right corner of it is the fa- 
mous convent and church of St. John the 
Baptiſt, the taking of which from the 
Knights of that denomination coſt the 
Turks many thouſand ſouls, for which rea- 
ſon Sultan Selim has made an Anathema or 
curſe, that this convent never ſhall obtain 
leave to be rebuilt; the church of it only 
eſcaped being pulled down ; on the ſtreet 
| ſide the walls of the convent” are built 
only with ſtones, without mortar, or any 
cement, as are likewiſe half a dozen cells, 

2 which 
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Which the clergy and Monks occupy, and 
ſome parts of the church on the outſide. 


This church is of a circular form, and in 
the Corinthian order; the dome is ſup- 
ported by eight pillars, the reſt of the 
body i is in the form of a croſs; under the 
pavement of this church is a ſubterraneous 
paſſage, which leads to the church of 
Gethſemane, or the brook of Cedron; the 
diſtance 1s reckoned to be more than-a mile. 
The eaſtern part of this convent is nothing 


but ruins, and a kind of field, north and 
ſouth. 5 


. On ting this place, on the right hand, 
facing to it isa houſe, which belongs to this' 
convent, where I reſided during my ſtay iu 
that city; towards the north of this ſtreet, 
on both ſides of it, are ſome tradeſmen's 
ſhops. Coming to'the firſt turning on the 
left hand, and on the northern corner, is a 
nunnery, dedicated to the Virgin Mary, 
built on a rocky ground by St. Melani, a 
Roman matron; in which is her tomb. 
| Ne The 
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The reſt of this ſtreet are Chiifian. houſes. 
To the right hand, turning the left corner, 


the Patriarchs palace, or convent, begins: 


on the right is a moſque, which formerly 


was a church, dedicated to St. George the 
Martyr. 


Between theſe buildings, towards the 
eaſt, is a ſmall gate, which leads on 
the left hand into the court yard, or 
ſquare of the church of the reſurrection, 
or Holy ſepulchre, which is from north 
to ſouth, about ſix- and- twenty yards in 
length, and twelve or fourteen broad, well- 


paved with white, flat, ſquare ſtones; on 


the north of it is the aforeſaid church; on 
the ſouth, the ſtreet, which extends to- 
wards the eaſt, and the walls of the ruins 
and fields of St. John as aforeſaid ; on the 


eaſt the convent of Abraham, in which 


place, according to the tradition, that Pa- 
triarch offered to ſacrifice his ſon Iſaac; be- 
tween. this and the church, is the church 


and abode of the Coptes, which extends to 


almoſt all the eaſtern part of the outſide of 


che Holy ſepulchre. N 
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. On the weſt part of this ſquare, are three 
parochial churches, of the native Chriſ- 
tians, viz. St James, ſurnamed Adelpho- 
theus, or Brother of God, and firſt Biſhop 
of Jeruſalem, which is the cathedral ;. and 
the ſouthern one, the next to it, is dedicated 
to Mary Magdalen, in which place, accor- 
ding to tradition, ſhe ſaw Chriſt after the 
reſurrection. 


The third, which is under the ſteeple, is 
dedicated to St. Stephen, in which is the 
ſepulchre of the patriarchs of the See of 
Jeruſalem. This ſteeple 1s in a ſquare 
form, and built of fine ſquare ſtones ; the 
diameter of it is about thirty feet, the 
height, as far as the belfry, is rather more 
than a hundred feet, as the reſt of it was 
pulled down for fear of an accident, by an 
carthquake, which woulddamagethechurch 
of the Holy ſepulchre by its fall, as it is cloſe 
to the ſouthern wall of that church. Com- 
ing out of the former place, and turning to 
the north, you are at the door of the lat- 

ter ; 
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ter; the arch of the frontiſpiece is ſup- 
ported by ſix Corinthian marble pillars, 
three on each ſide; over the arch is a piece 
of ſculpture of alto relievo, which re- 
preſents the proceſſion of Jeſus Chriſt 
coming from Bethany riding on the colt 
of an aſs. According to the Goſpel, the 


height of this arch is about eight yards, 
the breadth four. | | 


On the eaſt of the door, and on the 
| outſide of it, is a ſtone ſtaircaſe of eight 
ſteps, which leads into a chapel called St. 
Helen's Throne, and belongs tothe Romiſh 
Friars, and under it is another which be- 
longs to the Greeks ; the firſt 1s dedicated 
to the Virgin Mary, and the latter to Mary 
the Egyptian. On the weſt of the door 
is the eaſtern wall of the ſteeple ; there are 
ſeats on each fide the door, on which, 
whenever the Muteveli, or Governor of 
the church, and the key-keeper, who ate 
Turks, (the firſt has his commiſſion from 
the Porte of Conſtantinople, and the ſecond 


by virtue of a privilege granted by Sultan 
. i 3 Selim 
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Selim to that family,) are deſired to open 
the door, ſeat themſelves * at the entrance 
of the door; on the right hand are four 
pillars, two and two, and the ſame num- 
ber on the left, which ſupport the ſouthern 
part of the church; in the front, about 
ten yards diſtant from the door on the 


pavement, is a fine white marble, elevated 


four or five inches, and ſurrounded with a 
fine railing of iron work fix inches high ; 
the length of it ſix feet, and breadth three; 


— 


* The door of this church 1s always locked on the out- 
fide, and likewiſe ſealed ; when any of the chiefs of the 


-_ Chriſtian nations wiſh to have the door open, they ſend 


for the above-mentioned perſons, who. are always ready to 
obey the order, to come and open it, The Muteveli, who 
is one of the Boſtangis, the life guards of the Grand Sig- 
nior, who keeps the ſeal, every time he is defired to open the 
door, receives ſeventy Paras, or three ſhillings and ſix-pence 
Engliſh money, the key keeper ten Paras, and are obliged 
to wait three hours; this latter receives alſo from every 
Chriſtian ſtranger who {wiſhes' to go in, a Para for the firſt 
year ; but if the ſtranger reſides a longer time at Jeruſalem, 
he pays nothing ; a quarter of an hour before the aboveſaid 
time expires, the key keeper begins to knock at the door, to 
give notice to all thoſe who wiſh to go out, to prepare them- 
ſelves. | 


2 


over 


6 

over it are ſuſpended from the roof eight 
ſilver lamps, four of them belong to the 
Greeks, two to the Romans, one to the 
Armenians, and the laſt to the Coptes. 


In this place, according to tradition, 
Joſeph and Nicodemus, after they took 
down from the croſs the body of our Sa- 
viour, prepared it for burial. To the eaſt - 
of this place, under Mount Calvary, 1s a 
Chapel dedicated to St. John the Baptiſt. 
On entering the door of it are twa tombs, 
one on each fide, both of marble, with 
Latin inſcriptions; one of theſe belong to 
Baldwin, the other to Godfrey. Coming 
out of the chapel, and turning the corner 
of it towards the eaſt, cloſe to the wall, is 
a marble ſtaircaſe of thirteen ſteps, which 
leads up to Mount Calvary, ; the door of it 
is to the right hand. On entering it are 
two diviſions, ſeparated by two arches; on 
the firſt, towards the eaſt, is an elevation 
from the pavement of two feet, and about 
eight feet in diameter, as it is in a 1quare 
form; ; it is paved with a fine white mar- 
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ble, and in the middle is a hole, which is 
lined with filver, in which the croſs of 
Jeſus Chriſt was fixed; to the ſouth of it, 
and at the end of this place, 1s a fplit in 
the rock, from eaſt to weſt, of four feet 
long, of what appears, for the reſt of it is 
covered by the wall, and near a foot broad ; 
over it is a grate of iron, and on ſolemn 
days a filver one, to preyent the people 
from breaking off any of it. In this 
place the Greeks read ſervice every morn- 
ing, and as the place will not admit of a 
fixed communion table, they make uſe of a 
temporary one; and when the Liturgy is 
over, it is moved by the clerk to another 
place. Over this place are twelve ſilver 
lamps, ſuſpended from the roof, which 
burn day and night, beſides wax candles. 
There are ſome fine pictures, executed in 
the old Greek ſtile, with gilt frames, placed 
next the wall, repreſenting the paſſion, of 
Jeſus Chriſt, and a painted crucifix nailed 
on a croſs, made of Tortoiſeſhell and mo- 


ther of pearl. 


The | 
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The ſouthern diviſion belongs to the 
Romith Friars, which is the place where 
Chriſt was nailed on the crofs, before he 
was fixed in the former; they have an al- 
tar, and perform ſervice after the Greek 
ceremony is over: the pavement of both 
is of ſmall marble, of different colours, in 
the Moſaic ſtile; the roofs and arches 
made of Moſaic work, well executed, re- 
preſenting part of Chriſt's paſſion, and 
ſome figures of the prophets and apo- 
ſtles*; the walls are lined with marble, 
except the weſtern part, which is arched 
and open, 'The arches, which ſupport the 
roof of this place, are four in number, 
two of them extend from eaſt to weſt, and 
the other two from north to ſouth. On 
the north part of the firſt diviſion is ano- 
ther door, which leads to a paſſage over 


The Greeks ſeeing the Moſaic work of the roof grow+ 
ing very obſcure, and not knowing how to clear it, the trea- 
furer of the church, named Sophronius, a native of the Iſls 
of Corfu, or Corcyra, while I was in Venice, wrote me a 
letter to ſend him ſome gilt leather, which I did, with which 
alt this work is now covered, 
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an arch, and from thence by a ſtone ſtairs 
caſe deſcends into the Catholicon, which 
ys in Engliſh the real coped 


The former oalleries, which were 3 
and ſouth of the church, are now divided 
into different apartments; the ſouth eaſt 
part is the reſidence of the Greek Perſua- 
ſion, the ſouth weſt of the Armenians, and 
the north weſt that of the Romiſh. The 
above-mentioned paſſage leads alſo up to the 
firſt nation's apartment, deſcending from 
the former ſtaircaſe, and proceeding to- 
wards the eaſt ; you have on the right | 
hand the wall a” the church, on the left 
that of the Catholicon, i in which 1 18 a door; . 
oppoſite to it 1s another ſtone ſlaircaſe, 
which leads up to the gallery. On the 
Greek apartments, leaving this, and pro- 
ceeding on to the right, 3 is a ſmall chapel. 


Under the communion table of this chapel 


is A ſtone, on which, according to tradi- 


tion, they placed Chriſt, tc put upon his 


head the crown of thorns. | 8 


Farther on, and on the ſame de, 
about 


« ro) 
about twelve yards diſtant, is a ava ſtair= 
caſe ; in deſcending forty ſteps of which, 


on the left hand, is a chapel with a 


dome on it, with windows round it, 


| which afford ſufficient licht, and which 


belongs to the Armenians; ſix ſteps lower 


deſcends to the place where the Holy 
Croſs was found by St. Helen, in which the 
friars have an altar; aſcending it again; 


you proceed towards the north, and about 


twelve yards from the laſt place, on the 
right hand; is another ſmall chapel, dedi- 


_ cated to the Archangel Michael; from 


hence, twenty yards more on the ſame 
fide, is another chapel, which is called 
Chriſt's Priſon, where they kept him till 
the place was prepared for his crucifixion ; 
from thence, turning towards the weſt, 
you have on your left the half walls of the 
Catholicon. About forty yards from the 
laſt Chapel, on the right, after you leave 
ſome pillars which ſupport the roof, you 
enter the friars chapel, in which, behind 
the altar, is the half pillar to which Chriſt 


was tied and ſcourged; the other half of 


it 
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it is at Conſtantinople in the Patriarchs ca- 
thedral ; coming out of this, a few yards 
forwards, is a door from which is a ſtair» 


cafe. 1 n. to the gallery, where the 
| * reſide. 


- Farther on is another door, which leads 
into a court yard where the Greeks have 
their cellars, and the ciſtern which ſup- 

| plies all thoſe who reſide in the church, 
and others, with water. Next to this 

door the Neſtorians have their chapel and 
two or three cells. To the weſt wall of 
the church us the Coptes chapel and cells ; 

in this place are the tombs of Joſeph and 
Nicodemus cut in a hard rock, in length 
about fix feet, . breadth three and a half, 
and four decp. On leaving this, about 
twenty yards to the ſouth weſt corner of 
the church, the Greeks have a ground room, 
and an upper one which extends along the 

= ſouth wall, about twenty yards in length, 
Fl and in breadth eight, which are under tha 
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To the eaſt-of this is a ſtaircaſe which 
leads up to the Armenian chapel and apart- 
ments, Facing this ſtaircaſe are the 
ſouthern walls of the Catholicon, cloſe to 
- which are ſome tombs of marble, elevated 
from the pavement about four feet, which 
extend from eaſt to weſt, and 3 are en 
dhe door of * church. 26 


As far as here is his whole circuit of the 
churchz the middle part of it contains the 
mauſoleum of the Holy ſepulchre; on the 
welt, and on the eaſt, the Catholicon, or 
Cyriacon, which 1s ſeparated from the 
former by an arch, and from its payement 
by a wall of three feet high, on which are 
iron rails, and in the middle is a door of 
the fame metal, which the Greeks lock up 
every - 


The Ad is a e of an > ob- 
lagi ſquare form, built of hard ſtone, and 
covered on the outſide with fine white mar- 
ble, though the friars ſtole ſome of it away 
from.the northern wall. The walls are 


hung 


dry. 
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hung round, (except the weſt, in which 
part the Coptes have a chapel adjacent to 
the wall of th: mauſoleum,) with figured 
tapeſtry; and on ſolemn days the friars 
hang over them a tiflue one fringed with 
gold lace. The door of it is towards the 
eaſt, on each fide of which are little walls, 
about three feet and a half in height, and 
as many in length, and two in breadth, 
which are built of coloured marble. At 
the entrance of the door is a little ſquare 
room about eight feet in diameter, and is 
paved with fine white marble ; in the mid- 
dle of this pavement is a ſquare ſtone, ele- 
vated from it near a foot, and one and an 
half in diameter, which is the ſame that 
was rolled by the Angel from the tomb of 
our Saviour, according to the Evangeliſt. 
In this place are ſix ſilver lamps, ſuſpended 
from the roof, which burn day and night ; 
three of them belong to the Greeks, two 
to the friars, and one to the Armenians ; 
the walls are lined with white marble; on 
the north and ſouth part of them are two 
ſmall windows, one on each fide; the 

roof 
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roof is covered with.crimſon damaſk, the 
height of which is twelve feet; towards 
the ſame quarter is a ſmall opening, about 
four feet high, and three broad; the 
frame of which, and the threſhold, are ä 
made of tranſparent green marble, which 
the Arabs call Sumac; entering this, and 
turning to the north, is the Holy ſe- 
pulchre of our Saviour cloſe to the 
three walls, eaſt, Weſt, and north, ele- 
vated from the marble pavement, three 1 
feet, which is line d with a fine white mar- | 
ble, and extends from eaſt to weſt, about 
ſix feet in length, and three in breadth ; 
the walls are lined with damaſk, except 
the roof, which 1s not above ten feet high, 
and is naked and obſcured by the ſmoke of 
the lamps, which burn day and night, v 
though there are four holes cut in the roof- | 
to let it out. Over the Holy ſepulchre | 
there are twenty-four ſilver lamps, ſuſ- 
pended from the roof, twelve of them be- 
long to the Greeks, ſix to the Romiſh fri- 
ars, four to the Armenians, and two to the 
Coptes. The extent of the pavement, 
i which 
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which is of marble, is fix feet from eaſt 
to weſt, the breadth two, juſt ſufficient 
to hold three perſons at a time; this room 
1s entirely cut out of a rock, and is like a 

little cave, though to a ſtranger it appears 
as if it was built. The tomb of our Sa- 
viour is cut out alſo of the ſame rock, but 
the outſide being lined with marble, it is 
not perceivable to a ſtranger. The firſt 

place above-mentioned: was added to it, as 
alſo that on the weſt ſide, by St. Helen, 
who was the conſtructor of the whole 
church. 


Over the top of this mauſoleum, which 
is covered with lead, on the middle of it is 
a cupola, about thirty feet high covered 
veith the ſame ſubſtance, and fupported by 
twelve pophyry pillars of the Corinthian 
_ two and two, _ executed. oy 


The rent dome, aklcha covers all the 
middle of the weſtern part of the church, 
containing the mauſoleum, and whoſe out- 
* 18 eee with reddiſh- coloured flat, 


ſquare 
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fuare ſtones, is in diameter one hundred - 
and thirty feet, and three hundred and 
ninety in height; the upper part of it is 
made of pine and cedar wood, and covered 
with lead, except the middle top of ity 
which 1s open, and has a grate of wire work 
to afford Hg, 

This dome is a by four- and- 
twenty pillars, of the Corinthian order, 
two and two, north and ſouth; the eaſt and 
weſt part of it is ſupported by arches, 
which are ſuſtained by joint pillaſters of 
the ſame order. Six of them, two and 
two, ſupport the gallery, and the ſame 
number over them ſupport the dome on 
the north fide ; the ſouth is on the ſame 
* 


On leaving the door of the Mauſoleum, 
and walking towards the eaſt, on an elevated 
pavement of marble, ſix inches higher 
than the reſt, at four-· and- twenty feet diſ- 
tance you are under the arch, which is 
about fifty feet high and twenty five in 

2 breadth; 
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breadth; this arch is a double one, the eaſt 
part ſupports the dome of the Catholicon, 
and the weſtern the great one ; the thickeſs 
of it is about twenty feet. Under the mid- 
dle of this arch is the wall and railing as 
aforeſaid ; entering its iron door you are 
in the real chapel, or the main, and in pro- 
per Greek, Cyriacon; on the right and 
left hand are the aforeſaid walls, which are 
between the northern and ſouthern arches; 
next to them are ſeats made of walnut 
tree, twenty four in number; on each 
ſide, over theſe ſeats, arè the new temples, 
which were erected in 1752; they are 

made of walnut wood, carved in the Co- 
rinthian order ; the whole carving on both 
fides repreſents the fix days of the crea- 
tion; on the upper part, and the under, 
repreſents Jeſus Chriſt's birth -and mira- 
cles; in the ſpace between the under and 
upper part are ſeven pictures on each fide, 
in length five feet, and in breadth three 
and a halt each, 


On 
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On each {ide of theſe pictures are three 
columns of the ſame wood, and of the 


ſame order, which ſupport the upper part. 
In the year 1754 they were painted and 
gilt, which make a fine appearance. 
The pictures repreſent from the Lord's 


ſupper, includiog his paſſions, to. the res 
ſurrection; moſt part of this Cyriacon is 


covered with a dome, which is erected on 
four arches, eaſt, weſt, north, and ſouth 
the diameter of which is ſixty feet, and a 
hundred and eighty in height; the reſt; 
on the eaſtern part, is covered with an 
arched work in the form of a croſs ;/ the 


pavement is of ſquare ſmall marble of 


three different colours, viz. White, black, 


and red. Under the eaſtern areh of this 


dome is an elevation of four inches higher 


than the pavement, paved with white 


marble; on each ſide of it, north and 
ſouth; are two doors, one on each fide. 


On the laſt quarter, between the afore- 


mentioned ſeats and the door, is the Patri- 
arch's throne, or ſeat, elevated from the laſt 

' pavement ſix feet, whole aſcent is by ſeven 
Will.. 245 


7 rt ener re . ] Te 


( ans 3 
ſteps. This throne is finely carved and 


gilt; in it, and above the ſeat, is the pic- 


ture of Jeſus Chriſt ; and on the top of it 
is a ſmall cupola, in the ſhape of a crown, 


- ſupported by twelve ſmall columns made 


of the ſame wood, and carved as thoſe of 
the throne and aforeſaid temples. | 


Next. to it, on the pay . 18 another 
lower ſeat, and then the ſouthern door; 
from hence is the ſtaircaſe, which leads 
up to Mount Calvary: facing the aforeſaid 
throne is another ſeat, three ſteps higher 


than the pavement, which is deſtined for 
the foreign patriarchs, in caſe any of them 
ſhould happen to be there; the ſame 


ſerves when any of the Metropolitans of 


the ſee petform the ſacred rites in the ab- 


ſence of the patriarch. Over this ſeat is 
the pulpit, engraved and gilt like the tem- 


ples, and, round it are the pictures of the 


four Evangeliſts. N. ext to the ſtaircaſe 
of the pulpit is the door of the northern 
part, and three other ſeats fromh ence the 
pavement 1s elevated again, the ſame height 


as the firſt, and then the great temple be- 


gins, 


| 4E 
gins, which divides the holy tabernacle, or 
rather, in the right Greek ſignification, 
Holy Tribunal, from the teſt of the Cyri- 
acon; is in length from wall to wall thirty 
feet, in height forty ſix, and is carved, 
gilt, and painted, as thoſe above mentioned, 
and of the ſame order; has three diviſions, 
in the firſt are the picture of Jeſus Chriſt, 
on the right ſide of the middle door; on 
the left is the Virgin Mary's, next to that 
the reſurrection of our Lord. Near to the 


door on the ſouth is the picture of St. Joh n 


the Baptiſt, On the north, next to Chriſt, 


is the ſociety of the Angels, and Chriſt ſit- 


ting upon the cherubim. Next to the nor- 
thern door are thoſe of Conſtantine and 
Helen; on each ſide of theſe pictures are 
three pillars of the ſame ſubſtance and 
order. The carving of them, and the 
whole temple, repreſent different ſubjects 
of the Holy ſcripture. In the ſecond di- 

viſion are the pictures of the twelve apo» 
ſtles, and on each fide of them are pillars 


as on the firſt. The upper and laſt divi- | 
. 1 3 
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ſion contains twelve pictures of che pro- 
phets, n pillar on each ſide. 


Over che lt of this pile 1s CES of 
twelve feet high, and on it a painted eruci- 
fix. On each yk of the croſs are the pic- 
tures of the Virgin Mary and St. John 
the Evangeliſt, with gut frames round the | 
croſs and all the pictures. 


The pictures of the firſt igen are in 
Eh five feet, and in breadth three and 
a half; thoſe of the ſecond and third; two 
and a half in length, and two in breadth. 
In the inſide of this ſtructure is the Holy 
Tribunal, which contains the communion 
table: in the middle, and om the north ſide, 
the Proſcomidi; ot the pteparation place of 
the Sacrament, which is made of tortoiſe- 
ſhell and mother of pearl; the front pil- 
lars which ſupport the upper part, and the 
fmall cupola, and which is over it, are of 
the ſame compoſition. This preparatory is 
in height twelve feet, and four in breadth. ; 
the place where they remit the element 


| for the ſacrament i is about three feet and a 
55 | 5 half 


nalf high from the pavement. The com- 
munion table has the ſame elevation, only | 
its conſtruction differs from the other, 
The Baſis of che communion table is 
ſquare; on it is 2 fine white marble; of 
about fivefeet long, and four broad, beſides 
che aforeſaid Baſis; is ſupported by four 
marble pillars, one on each corner; over it 
is a roof, which is finely” engraved and 
gilt, ſupported by four pillars of the 
ſarne wood and of the ſame order, 
carved and gilt as thoſe above mentioned. 
From the middle of the ceiling there is 
ſuſpended 2 filver dove ; the frames round 
it are not lefs'curious an the whole of its 
ſtructure: on the top of it is a eupola, ſup- 
ported by twelve {mall pillars of two feet 
and a half high, Round the communion 
table are hangings of tiſſue fringed with 
gold; the table itſelf is covered with the 
ſane, and oyer it is a fine white cloth: the 
payement of this place is elevated from 

the Bafſis of the temple by three ſteps, and 
the whole is paved with white marble, the 
eiern part of which is in the form of a 


13 half 


rh 18 ) 

| half moon; round it are "WON ſteps eiglit 

inches from each other, and rather more 

than a foot broad. On the upper and laſt 

ſtep are twelve pillars of marble, the 

length of them eighteen feet, and four in 
circumference. Over them are erected 
ſix arches, which ſupport the roof; the 
height of it is about fifty feet; on the up- 
per part, and on the middle of the afore · 
ſaid ſteps is another ſeat of the Patriarch, 
made of the ſame compoſition. as that of 
the Proſcomidi, in which the Patriarch, 

when he performs Liturgy, ſeats himſelf, 
while St. Paul's, epiſtles are reading; ang 
on each ſide of it are ſtools for the other: 
prelates, who afliſt i in the performance. of | 
the ſacrament, On the narth part of chis 
amphitheatre is a ſtaircaſe, which leads up 
to à room where they keep the facred veſt⸗ 
ments, and the other utenſils uſed 1 on that 
occaſion. On the ſouth are iron rails, and 
a door of the ſame, Which leads up to 
ſome of the clergymen's apartments. Of 
the three doors in the temple, the middle 
one is called by the Greeks Oraia Pylee, or 
; beautiful 


beautiful door, from which no other en- 

ters or goes out, except the prieſt when 
he reads ſervice, and thoſe on each ſide - 
Pleureai, or the fide ones; on ſolemn days 


this Cyrigcon is ſo delightfully illumi- 


nated that it og reſembles : a clear ſtar- 


light ane * 


The - dns of ſilver lamps, and 


branches of the ſame metal, are the fol- 


lowing: in the eaſtern temple, which is 


called the great one, in the firſt diviſion, 
twenty ſeven, three before each picture of 
ſilver, and three on each door of gold. 
On the ſecond and upper one twelve, one 
in each picture. Before the croſs a large 
one in the form of a tree, and on its ſix 
branches are as many on each 7 before the 


Virgin Mary and John the Evangeliſt, pic- 


tures, on each one; each fide of theſe fix . 
more; over the northern and ſouthern 


doors and ſeats, nine on each fide, round 


the pulpit four; in the northern arid ſou- 


thern temples two and forty, three to each 


tc Theſe lamps are ſuf * from 
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the mouths of carved-winged aſps which 
are fixed in the temples; in the middle of 
the croſs roof, which is between the eaſt- 
ern arch of the dome and great temple, is 
a chaln ſuſpended, from the end of which 
is a branch of ſilver, with twelve winged 
aſps; on the heads of which are ſockets 
for twelve candles, and on their tongues, 
rings, in which twelve lamps are hung; 
north and ſouth two ſmaller ones of ſix 
candles, and as many lamps, Before the 
patriarch's ſeat a large one, and ſix fmall 
ones round it in branches, all of gold. 
From the four arches of the dome, and on 
the inſide of it, are iron poles extended fix 
footy; on each of them are two rings, diſ- 
tant from each other two feet; on theſe 
are doubled braſs pullies, the een 
holds by the ends of the ropes, which are 
| patled through it, and are tied to another 


ring, Which is paſſed through another bar 


of iron. On each end of this are chains 
hung, the other end of them are fixed on 
each wall of the arch. On each of theſe 
chains are forty lamps, twenty of a fide; 
: ET EE wn the 
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the aforeſaid bar has another ring, untler 
which is hung a lamp; ſo that when cheſe 
chains are drawn up, each forms another 
fuſpended arch. The outer pullies hold 
each. of n a 9 n with anne 
From the middle of - the n a Wiphe 
chain is ſuſpended, to which a branch of 
four-and-twenty winged aſps is fixed, which 
hold on their heads as many wit candles, 
and on their tongues the ſame number of 


lamps are hung: All theſe lamps and 


branches are of maſſive ſilver, except thoſe 
of gold which I have mentioned; che ſil - 
ver ones are in number 442, and 16 gold 
ones, which are ſupplied with nothing but 
fweet oil; the inſide of the holy tri- 
bunal are the following, three on each arch, 
a large one before the patriarch's Grotte, 
with ſix others in branches; round the com- 
munion table twelve; and three in the pre- 
paratory beſides four large catidleſticks, 
two on each ſide of the communion table, 
about five feet high, and ſix other final 
ones on "I table, OT: a foot and 'a half 
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in height, tv og of the ſame ſize on the pre- 
Panter, 15 


* Sa middle of the Cyriacon, on its 
pavement, is a ſmall elevation of marble, 


of about a foot in diameter ; 3 1n the middle 


of which is a hole, containing a- pillar, 
called the navel of the church. The 
whole length of this edifice is reckoned 


about a hundred and twenty yards, and the 


breadth about eighty-ſix. It is neceſſary 
to obſerve two things; firſt, that the ele · 
vation of Mount Calvary, where the croſs 
of Chriſt was fixed, which I mentioned in 
a former place, though payed with marble,” 
is underneath one. entire rock; and, ſe. 
condly, that all thoſe places i in the church 
which I do not nga, belong, t to e 
Greeks. | 


The ſolemn days, on which the doors 
of the church are, by the order of the pa- 


| triarch's vicar, opened, and on which the 


church itſelf is illuminated, are the fol- 
lowing. On the arent of September, 
O. * | 


Ks, 
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©. 8., in commemoration of the founding 
of the holy croſs by. St. Helen; on the. 
Sunday before Chriſtmas day; and like- 
wiſe on the firſt and third Sundays of | 
Lent. On theſe days, very few of the fil-, 
ver lamps and branches are. uſed; but on. 
palm Sunday ; Eaſter day, and the Sunday 
after, the church Fry * decorated with the 


; l ſplendoyr. 


Beſides ths em of ths 8 
. or Mount Calvary, the twelve 
| arches round the great dome, which ſup⸗ 
port the galleries, as alſo the upper ones, 
on which the dome is ſuſtained, are illumi- 
nated, together with all the places round 
the church. This temple. from the com- 
putation made by Chriſanthos Notara, Pa- 
triarch of Jeruſalem, which, with ſome of 
lis mathematical works, was printed at 
Venice in the year 733 or 54, will hold 
en thouſand people. 
On Good F riday, about ſeven o'clock in 
the Ms the fold of the door on the 
1 * 
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right hand is opened by the Muteveh and 
Rey Keeper ; dut chat on the left hand is 
always fhut; as cloſe to it is formed an 
clevation of about four” feet, and twelve. in 
length, whete the Governor of Jeruſalem, 

attended by big guards, is ſeated, it being 
prepared for irh by matraſſes 400 cufttiene 
by order of the treaſutet 6f the church, 

who, with the Mutevelt and key-keeper 

are obliged to ſtand on guard from the 
above-mentioned time, both day and night, 

Ml ten & clock on Eaſter Monday, leh 
che ſervice being over; the congrega- 
tion. retires, | and the door is ſhut and 
ſcaled up * On this vctafion” the Gover- 
for of ere always teceives a pre- 
ſent from the Vicat of the Patriarch, that 
cf the Armenians, and of the Roman 
Friars; whenever the church is opened, 

no other Turks are permitted to enter but 
che Janifſaries in the ſeryice of © e con- 
vents, and the guards and attendants of he 
above mentioned Governor, 


ure ate certain officers, HWA W 
cho conſtantly reſide in the church; of 


the 
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the Greeks; there is a treaſurer, with to 
ſubordinates, a cook, four prieſts, one dea- 
con, and two lamplighters, whole office is 
likewiſe to attend the prieſt when he reads 
the ſervice, and to clean the church. Their 
food conſifts of vegetables, dreſſed with 
ſweet oil or butter, of ſoups, and ſometimes 
of ſalted fiſh.; but the Greek Monks are 
never permitted to eat fleſh. Theſe pro- 
viſions are brought from the patriarch's 
convent, which is cloſe to the church; and 
the top of it being flat, has a communica- 
tion with Mount Calvary; and cloſe to it 
is one of the windows of the church, 
where 1s a rope ſuſpended on. a pulley, by 
which the vegetables, or other meat, is let 
down in kettles, and the man in baſkets, 
into the church. | 


The friars and Armenians have nearly 
the ſame number as the Greeks. The 
Coptes have only two, and ſometimes three, 

and the Neſtorians-one. Proviſions for all 
theſe are brought to the door of the church, 
in which are holes cut for that purpoſe. 
„5 
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The doors are made of cedar; and a are e about 
"git inches! 111 thickneſs. 


The c ceremony of the holy: light; as the 
Grecks call it, is conducted in the follows 
ing manner. On Eaſter Eve, or holy Sa- 
turday, at about eight o'clock in the morn . 


ing, the clerk, or lamplighter, belonging to 


the church, extinguiſhes all the lights; 
Except thoſe in the mauſoleum, which are 
not put out till ten in the forenoon, and 
that by the Muteveli, with two gf his at- 
tendants, and the candilaftee, or lamp- 
lighter: Having done this, they go out 


with the reſt, ſhut the door, ſealing it with 
a ſeal, and then retire. At about three in 


the afternoon, the biſhop and moſt of the 
clergy are dreſſed in their official robes, and 
begin a proceſſion from the Cyriacon in the 
following manner. Firſt, twelve men, each 


holding in his hand a ſtandard xepreſenting 


the various paſſions of Chriſt, in paintings, 


from the time he was betrayed till his: re- 


ſurrection: after theſe follow fix Janifla» 


| | ries, in order to keep the people at a pro- 


Per 
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ber diſtance. The clergy then advancs 
two by two, ſinging the following hyoon 
in Greek: 


r, eve ad rio xf Zori dyyera d du 
Ev V poor Kate ̃tudg rg b g ATE Furor 


e vag raaßdia os e 


Which ſigniftes in Englith, 


Thy reſurredtion, O Chriſt our Saviour, 
1s praiſed by the Angels in Heaven : ena- 
ble us, who are on the earth, with purity 
of heart, to glorify thee, 


The Biſhop comes after theſe, carrying 
in his hand a {mall croſs ; and then follow 
the congregation, ſome ſurrounding him, 
and others following at a diſtance. © When 
all theſe are out of the Cyriacon, they 
walk three times round the mauſoleum ; 
after which the clergy retire. The biſhop 
then, with a deacon and the clerk remain 
before the door of the mauſoleum, the laſt 
of whom delivers to the Biſhop two bun- 
dles of ſmall candles tied together in a roll; 
then the Muteveli . the ſeal, and opens 

the 
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the door; he enters, firſt; with one of the 


| Janiffaries, afterwards the biſhop and dea+ 


con; the reſt of the guards ſtanding bes 
fore the door till the Biſhop. comes. out, 


| bringing the aforeſaid candles lighted, 


A chen as he is out; he ges one If the 
bundles to the clerk, who runs immedi- 


ately, guarded, into the Catholicon, and 
delivers it to the treaſurer of the church, 


who, after having lighted the candles of 
the communion table, offers it to the 
clergy, every one of whom has a ſmall 
bundle of the ſame candles, lighted from 
the firſt ; the biſhop keeps the other, and 
aſcends one of the little walls, which are 

on egch ſide of the door of the mauſo- 


— : from him all the congregation 
light their bundles of candles. 'The Mu- 5 
teveli keeps the door ſhut, and if any of 


the Chriſtians wiſh: to go in after the biſhop 
is out, he muſt make him a preſent of at 
leaſt ſix or eight Turkiſh dollars, or elſe he 
cannot have admittance till an hour or two: 
after. This ceremony being over, another 
St, biſhop | 
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Biſhop n the Liturgy, which is con- 
cluded about ſix in the evening; at which 
time the congregation retires till midnight, | 


when prayers begin, and continue till day- 
light. Then the Liturgy begins, which is 
over at nine o'clock in the morning, when 
every one retires to o his own habitation for 


repoſe. 


During the moſt part of Saturday, tlie 


native Chriſtians, who are moſtly Arabs, in 
token of joy, make ſuch noiſe in the 


church before the proceſſion begins, that ; 


neither the prieſts nor the Janiffaries can 
= them in order. Their acclamations, 
on this occaſion, are no other words than 
theſe in Arabic, Madin il la- din el Meſſieh, 
which is 1 in Engliſh, No other faith but 
ö he faith of ne Meſſiah. | 


Ae I was preſent at 15805 ceremony 
8 times, I found it utterly impoſſible 
to enter the mauſoleum; the crowd was ſo 
great, and the heat of the place ſo exceſ- 
ſive, that all my endeavours for that pur- 
poſe were in vain; but as I was intimately 
Vol. II. K acquainted 


* 
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acquainted with the Metropolitan of :Sky- 
thopolis in Arabia Felix, (whichlat pre- 
ſent is called Medina) whoſe name was 
Barnabas, a native of the iſland of Cy- 
prus, about ſeventy-nine years old, Who 


had performed · this office for ſeveral years, 


I took the liberty to aſk him how this holy 
light was found in the holy ſepulchre, and 


4 


what manner he uſed to Jight the candles 


from it: the anſwer he made- me -was this, 


5 that as ſoon as he entered the mauſoleum 
he ſaw a n on the tomb of our dender, 


| peared to him 8 4 kind of white Wining 
ſubſtance ſpread upon the tomb, but- which 
had not the power of heat; on this be 
uſed to lay the bundles of candles, which . 
were immediately lighted ; he told me 
likewiſe, that ſome of the lamps were found 
lighted, and that: a fweet /fragrant :odour 
iſſued from the place in which they were; 
but during all my ſtay in the Holy Land, L. 
never heard that an angel brings this ligt 
from heaven, as Mr. Volney, f in his travels, 

Wi: Hitherto is the deſeription of. 
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this holy pile, which the Arabs call Kiniſſe 
del Kiamai ; and the Turks, Cammamai 


Cliſeſi; both of which ſignify, the church 
of reſi nen, 


| The 3 convent, or college, is 1s 
cloſe to the ſouth · weft part of this church, 
and has communication, by a door, with. - 
the three parochial churches as before men- 
tioned. It contains, beſides the Patriarch's 
apartments, about ſixty others for the ſo- 
ciety of clergy, and for monks, or bre- 
thren belonging to it: it has a church and 
a: chapel, the firſt dedicated to St. Conſtan · 
tine and Helen, the ſecond to St. Thecla; it 
haas beſides a tolerable library, a council hall, 
the hall where they dine, and ſeveral other 
offices; it is divided in two parts, eaſt and 
weſt, which have a communication with 
each other by an arch built over the ſtreet 3 
beſides this, there are eleyen other conyents 
belonging to thoſe of the Greek perſua - 
fion, which are the following : St. George 
the Martyr, in the Jews quarter; St. John 
the Bapriſt ; Virgin Mary 32 Nunnery; 

K 2 St. 
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St. Deintiegus; : St. Michael; St. N icho- 
las, which ſerves as an rome ah for the li- 
teral Greek language; St. George the 
Martyr, which ſerves as an try ; Abra- 
hams; St. Bazils, a nunnery ; ot. Euthi- 
mius, a nunnery alſo; and another, dedi- 


cated to the Virgin Mary, called by the 


natives, Seid ana, which, in Engliſh, ſig- 
nifies, Mother of the Lord: all theſe are 


ſituated at the weſtern part of the city, ex- 


tending from north to ſouth; in this part 
5 ald the Romiſh convent, dedicated to 

St. John the Evangeliſt, which was let in 
former times to them by' the patriarchs, 
but at prefent, by means of the Porte, 
they are become entirely maſters of it, and 
have added a chapel to St. Salvador, or Sa- 
viour. Towards the eaſt, and at the end 


g of the ſquare, which is before the church 


of the holy ſepulchre, is another ſmall 
gate leading to a ſtreet; on the right hand 
of nt are the ruins f the twelve Apo- 
ſtles church; on the left, heaps of ruiſis 
of other buildings; this ſtreet eroſſes that 


2 8 which — from the nor- 


thern 
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thern'gate, and divides the city from eaſt 
to weſt; in this ſtreet all the ancient build- 
ings ill retain the appearance of their 
former magnificence, as likewiſe the mar- 

ket, which all along is covered with 
arched ſtonework; and on each ſide of the 
ſtreet were formerly ſhops for all ſorts of 
commodities, but now moſt of them are 
filled up with rubbiſn. The beſeſtain, or 
market, for valuable merchandizes, is ſtill 
in uſe; together with other ſhops on the 
outſide of it; between the aforeſaid mar- 
ket and beſeſtain, the ſtreet, which has its 
origin from the weſtern gate, croſſes the 
former, and leads into the court yard of 
the Temple of Solomon; near the gate ef 
it is the only fountain in the city, the wa- 
ter of which was brought into it in the 
year 1744 from the town of Bethlehem 
by means of an aqueduct under ground; 
the circumference of the court yard is 
above a mile; it is ſurrounded on the eaſt" 
and ſouth by the walls of the city; on the 
north and weſt by a ſtone wall, Which ſe- 
parates it from the city; it has four gates, 
8 "WY one 
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ene on the north-eaſt corner, the ſecond 


ſtaircaſe, into the court yard of the Go- 
vernor's palace; the third to the weſt near 


the Mulla's palace, and the fourth on the 
fouth-weſt corner; between theſe two gates 
are apartments for the Himams and Hojas; 
the firſt ſignifies in Engliſh Mahometan 
prieſts, and the ſecond ſchoolmaſters ; in 
the ſame place is a Mahometan academy 
the Himams perform prayers, and are af- 
ſiſted by the Hojas ; this place contains the 
church of Sanctum Sanctorum, which is 
built in the Corinthian order, and extends 
from eaſt to welt ; it is divided into three 
parts; the northern and ſouthern roofs are 
ſupported by arches, erected in fine marble 


pillars, about twenty-four feet each in 


heighth, and fix in circumference; they 


are four · and- twenty in number, twelve in 


lars of blue marble; the * 


each row; between theſe eaſt and weſt (the 
middle part) is in che ſame ſtile as the two 
former: on the middle of the top of the 
church is a dome ſupported by twelve pil- 


of 
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of timber, the inſide, of which is lined, 
with : carved work 8 painted and f gilt, re 
preſenting: palm- trees, flower plants, and, 
ſome verſes from the Choran in large gilt 
characters; on the ſouth part, which is the 
megghrabe, or the nitch, containing» the ar- 
ticles of the Mahometan faith (as the 
Turks perform their devotions with, their 
faces turned to the ſouth) in large gold 
characters, is a pulpit, of, fine tranſparent, 
white-marble, ſupported by; eight porphyry. 
pillars, two and two, of the Corinthian , 
order; the pavement of the whole church 
is of fine poliſhed. marble, and the inſide. 
of the walls are lined with the ſame; 
the diameter of: the dome is about 75 feet, 
and in heighth | 295i; the length of the 
church is fifty - ſix yards, and breadth forty; 
it has two doors, one on the north, and the 
other on che. weſt z the firſt. is under the 
piazza, which extends along the whole 
length of the church, and as ſupported by . | 
twelve marble pillars the arches of this, 
on the north ſide, are erected on the pil- 
hos n and, on the ſouth, are joined to the 
K 4 walls 
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walls of the che rch : wunder theſe "OVEN 
on the (aforeſaid wall, are ſome paintings 
repreſenting ſome Saints, and though the 
Mahometans have whitewaſhed them, ſtill 
the heads, and the glory, or crowns, which 
are painted round them, are perceivable: 
on the eaſt part of this Piazza, and cloſe 
to the walls of the city; is a kind of mau- 
ſoleum; with a ſtaircaſe of twelve ſteps, 
which leads under the church, this place 
is alſo well paved, and contains, beſides tlie 
pictures, which were formerly hung in the 
church in the time of Chriſtianity, a 
throne of tranſparent white marble, and a 
cradle of the ſame marble, which the 
Turks believe was the ſame in which the 
Virgin Mary uſed to lay Jeſus Chriſt in 
when he was an infant; it is in length 
three feet and a half, and two in breadth : 
the weſtern door has a portico, ſupported 
by four pillars, of the fame ſubſtance and 
order. The top of this church is flat, 
and covered with lead, and likewiſe the 
rr bet ri maar 47; 
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8 Leivini this place aha the north, in 
the middle of a ſpacious court yard, or 
ſquare, is a ſtructure elevated from the 
ground ten feet, in a ſquare form, and 
paved with white marble; it is in diameter 
about one hundred yards; in the middle of 
| this place is the modern temple, built in 
the form of an octagon, the diameter of 
which is ſixty yards; the walls on the out- 
ſide of it, to the heighth of twelve feet, ; 
are covered with white well-pbliſhed mar- 
ble, each ſlab of which meaſures r 
feet in length, and ſix in breadth *; 
remainder of the walls, the whole height 
of which is about forty feet; are covered 
with ſquare china tiles of different colours, 
which, all together, make a very noble 
appearance; it has four large doors, one 
towards each cardinal point of the compaſs, 
as like wiſe the aforeſaid elevation on which 
this pile ſtands, has four marble ſtaircaſes 
of twelve 1 ſame an 
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points, by which the people aſcend to ĩt; on 
the ſonth ſide, and on the Abend asd disg | 
the ſtaireaſe of the aforeſaid elevated buil-. 
ding, is a marble meghrabe, or a niteh, and 
cloſe to it a pulpit of the fame ſubſtance, 
with fex fteps, in which the Mahometans, 
un fummer time, perform prayers, and: 
preach ſermons. in the open air; in the 
infide of this temple, and in the middle of- 

it, is a large round rock, in diameter thirty 
Fards, called by the Mahometans Muha- 
labk-dafk or the hung ſtone, for they be- 
heve that this rock is hung in the air, and 
fupported by angels; the thickneſs of: it 
is about eight yards: on the ſouth part is a 
deſcent of fix ſteps, which leads under this 
rock, in which is a wall extending from eaſt 
to weſt, of about three feet thick, juſt un- 
der the middle of the rock over which it) 
Hys, and is: the only bafis which this won - 
derful rock has, for I examined under and; 
round it in the year 175 3, but could not {ce 
any other part of the building to join ir; 
one thing ſurprized. me much, how this 
77840 of rock could be brought here, and 


how 
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how it was laid upon this wall: I conjepg- 
tured that probably the whole place, where 
this edifice now ſtands, was formerly en- 
tirely one rock, and was cut by art round 
and under, ſo that there was left only the 
_ aforeſaid wall, or baſis. Raund this are 
Tails, and over it is a piece of crimſon da- 
maſk, tied at each corner, and elevated from 
the ſurface of the rock fix. feet to keep the 
duſt off: on each ſide of the aforeſaid de- 
ſeent, which is the only paſſage to get un- 
der the rock, at the entrance, is a ſmall pil- 
lar, in length a foot and an half, and eight 
inches in circumference; the upper part 
of them obliquely touches the rock, and 
makes the entrance appear as an arched 
door; on the right hand of this entrance, 
and on the upper part of the rock, is the 
impreſſion of a man's hand, rather more 
than half an inch deep, which is very diſ- 
tinct; it meaſures, from the end of the 
middle finger to the wriſt, eleven inches, 
and eight in breadth; che dome that covers 
this hilly rock is abqut thirty-ſix yards in 
RN and a b and eight in 
height 
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heighth—rhe- baſis of it is ſupported by 
twelve. granite pillars, in the Corinthian 
order, twenty-ſix feet in length, beſides 
the capitals, and nine in circumference j 
the upper part of it is made of timber; 
and adorned in the ſame ſtile as that of the 
Sanctum Sanctorum: the reſt of the roof 
is arched round, and beautifully painted 
and gilt in the Turkiſh ſtile; the doors of 
this edifice are made of cedar, are about 
ſix inches thick, and covered with braſs 
engraved in baſſo relievo, with palm trees 
and Arabic letters; the walls on the infide 
are lined with tranſparent marble; in a 
word; the temple, on the whole, forms a 
very magnificent building. It is called by 
the Turks and Arabs Sherifft Allah, or the 
Sanctuary of God; this, together with the 
former church, or moſque, which is called 
by the Tuiks Sahra, is eſteemed _ them 
next to Mecta, dich 


315 


Facing the Temple; in the eaſtern walls 
of the city, is the golden gate, at which the 
; Ty entered when they [conquered the 
gie | | | ys 
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city: ſince then, on the outſide, it has been 


built on, but in the inſide the folds of 
the gate ſtill remain; they are made of ce- 
dar wood, eight inches thick, and are 
framed with caſt braſs and gilt; the bolts 
and locks are of the ſame metal; I had a 
piece cut off the wood of this gate by a 


Greek carpenter, who was then ſent, with 


others, by the Grand Seignior's order, to 
repair the dome of the Sahra: on each 


ſide of this gate, along the wall, are ſeats 
made of marble; between the gate and 


the Temple is a round building of fine 
ſtone, in the form of a mauſoleum, which, 


it is ſaid, was the place where king David 
offered his ſacrifice when he ſaw the angel 


with a ſword in his hand, putting to death 
the children of Iſrael, which, in ſcrip- 
ture, is commonly called the threſhing floor 
of Qrna. The reſt of the ground is co- 


vered with graſs; ; there are ſome ciſ- 


terns diſperſed in different places. In 
this place no Chriſtian is permitted to 
enter, except by an expreſs ferman, or 
dude from the Grand Seignior, with 

which 
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which I was honoured aun means of my 
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Ob going out a this SUE 88 : 
the north · eaſt gate, is the ſtreet which 
leads to the gate of Gethſemane, and turn- 
ing to the left towards the weſt, on the 
right hand, are the ruins of a palace, which 
goes by the name of Johakim, and St. 
Ann's palace, and a garden, in which is a 
church with a dome in the Corinthian or- 
der, much decayed; under it, on the north- 
weſt ſide, is a cave, or a ſubterraneum, in 
which it is believed St. Ann brought forth 
the Virgin Mary; in a part of this pa- 
| Jace, on the ſouth of the church, which 

is ſtill ſtanding, there i is a ſquare court, in 
which there axe ſome Seville orange trees: 
there are balconies, or pergolos, of marble, 
round this court: on the north ſide of 
the church are heaps of ruins, and an ex- 
tenſive- garden, which remains of the pa - 
lace aud thoſe. of the gardens teſtify their 


former magnificence. Coming out of this 


: _ and facing of i.. 0 is a hot bath, which 
| bears 


n 
bears the name of the Virgin Mary's batk; 
in it is a marble baſon, in which is an im- 
preſſion of an infant's foot very diſtin: 

the inhabitants, as well Chriſtians as 

Turks, think that this impreſſion is that of 

the Virgin Mary's foot, that in this baſon 

her mother uſed to bathe her when the 
was an. infant. 


1 on in the Gina quarter; 0 A 
hundred yards diſtant, on the left hand, is 
the Governor's palace, which is very exten- 
five, with a ſpacious court yard, which 
-ſhews that this place was formerly a very 
magnificent building, though, in my time, 
it was out of repair. Facing to it, on the 
right, is a large garden, which had a com- 
munication with the palace by an arch 
built over the ſtreet; both of them are in 

decay, and bear the name of Herod's pa- 

lace and garden. Theſe names may ap- 

Pear ſtrange to the curious reader ; but he 

muſt know, that after Adrian Ellius had 

rebuilt this.city, he took care to build the 

ſtately houſes in the fame ſpot where they 
4 formerly 
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formerly ſtood, eſpecially St. Helen. The 

- Teſt of this ſtreet leads into that of Da- 
maſcus; as far as here is we ONO 
4cri + OW nd TIS whole cigar 
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The number bg its Ababkants 10 the 
year 1763, was about twenty-eight. thou- 
ſand; eleven thouſand of them were Jews, 

and the reſt Chriſtians, of. three different 
pefſuaſions, and Turks; thoſe of the 

Greek church, among this nomination, are 
the moſt numerous; next to them the 
Romiſh proſelites, thoſe of the Armenians 
and Coptes are inconſiderable; the num- 
ber of Chriſtians are about ſeven thouſand, 
and the remainder are Mahometans. 
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The principal ſtreets are eight 91 num- 

ber, five from eaſt to weſt, and three from 

9 north to ſouth, beſide lanes, ſome of them 
are paved, though very indifferently, and 
moderately broad, bur are in en filled 
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„The. houſes are built of. ſtone, of two, 


and A few. of three, ſtories high; the t tops 


of them are flat, and have cupolas f in the 


middle, which are made of a hard kind of a 


ſtucco. 


* * - — © wv 2 2 
— * 2 1 a.» 


The air of this iy: 1s a wow falubri- 
ous, except four months in ſummer time, 
namely, May, June, July, Auguſt, in 
which time the wind generally blows 
from the ſouth and - ſouth-eaſt. points, 
which corrupts the air, and occaſions fe- 
vers and agues ; but, in my opinion, theſe 


diſorders are more frequently occaſioned 


by eating too much fruit, and raw vegeta- 
bles, than by the air itſelf; for, during my 
ſtay there, I never was troubled with either 
of theſe, andert. — 


* 5 ; 
% þ- a } * 


The complefian of the natives in ge- 


neral is of a brown caſt, moſt of them are 
well made, and of handſome features, 


ee the ferals . 


Wil. Sn 
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Their * is rather indlified to 
jealouſy ; they are decent in their perſons 


and houſes ; are rather cleaner than the reſt 
of the Arabs. | 


The city, and the adjacent country, is 
under the juriſdiction of a Governor, who 
bears the ritle of Muthaſil among the 
Arabs, and Muſelim among the Turks; 
both of which ſignify, Overſeer of Forage 
(for has il, in the Arabic language, is grafs 
or hay, and mu overſeer); he has his 
commiſſion from the Porte, and is under the 
direction of the Baſhaw of Damaſcus; has 
the command and direQion of civil and 
military affairs; the Mulala of Jeruſalem 
exerts his power in law affairs, and no 
perſon is condemned by the Governor 
without the Mulla's fefta, or conſent; 
he is one of the three high Mullas, 


the a of whom is that of Mera, 
the ſecond: that of Damaſcus, and the 


third that of the above city; that of 
Mecca is appointed, ar created, Sheh Iflam, 
or Mufti, of Conſtantinople, whenever it 

4 | 18 
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is vacant; and that of Damaſcus is tran- 


flated to Mecca, and that of Jeraflew 


to Damaſcus, 
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| | The native Chriſtians of the eaſtern or 


Greek church, have their marricd prieſts, 
who perform the. religious rites; of their 
perſuaſion for them in their parochial 


churches, and in the nunneries. The un- 


married prieſts and Monks live in their 


own convents, or colleges, and are prohi 


bited by the Patriarch from viſiting any of 
the natives houſes, or the nunneries ;---the 


ſufragan Biſhops likewiſe live in the Patri- 


arch's. college, who, from the Patriarch's 
Vicar, receive permiſſion whenever they 
are invited to perform any of the church 
ceremonies... 46 
"The Chriſtians of hank church here 
bring up their children from their infancy 


in ſubmiſſion aud obedience, not only to 


cheir parents, but lixewiſe to their elders; 
and when they arrive at the age of five 
v. they are ſent to ſchool to learn to 

15 | read 
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read and write the Arabic language; "hav- 
ing obtained a ſufficient knowledge of 
theſe, the better ſort ſend their boys to the 
Patriarch's academy to learn the ancient 
Greek language ; ; theſe are deſtined for the 
church and mercantile line; the reſt, after 
their Arabic education, are brought up to 
trade and mechaniſm, and when they are 
fifteen or ſixteen years of age, they marry 
them, and they are kept under their pa- 
rents“ guard till they are able to maintain a 
houſe. This method of marrying- them 
fo young anſwers two purpoſes; the firſt, 
to keep them ſtrangers to a lacivious and 
corrupt life; and the ſecond, that they 
may have iſſue to inherit their property, 
that it may not fall into the hands of the 
Betemalgee, or Fiſcal ; for all- properties, 
in caſe the parents leave no lawful iſſue, | 
goes to the temple of Sherifft Allah, or 
God's Sanctuary, but if the parents leave 
children, or have diſtributed their pro- 
perty, in their life time, to their relations 
or friends, the Bete Malgee has no right to 
n them of it, he only receives the 
4 | tenth 
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tenth part of their inheritance z- this. cuſs 


tom is extended to the n n the 


| Turkiſh empire. 


The anne in this part of he _ 


begins the fifteenth of January, O. S.; 


they begin to reap the barly the 20th, of 
March O. S., as it is ſown,in- general on 
the declivities of hills and mountains; 
they reap the wheat in the middle of April 
O. S.; the vintage commences in the mid- 
dle of Auguſt, in which tlie convents 
make a bargain with the Arabs of Halil, 
. el Rahman, or Hebron, and thoſe of Beth- 
= for. their grapes ; for every. camel 

dof which they pay in general from 
= to twelve Turkiſh dollars about 
twenty, or four- and- twenty ſhillings En- 
gliſh —— each load weighs three hundred 
and fifty pounds weight averdupaiſe. 
When all. the convents are ſupplied, the 
native Chriſtians are allowed to buy as 
much as they wiſh; of theſe grapes the 
wine is mads for the uſe of the ſociety of 
the convents and pilgrims; the natives 
E 3 likewiſe 
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likewiſe make for themſelves, but are not 
allowed to ſell any; on the nineteenth of 
Auguſt they begin to preſs the grapes, and 
before they pour the wines into the pipes, 
they are obliged to ſmoke them with ſul- 
phurous candles, or elſe the wine turns 
four ; this experiment Was diſcovered in 
the year 1749 by a friar; they begin to 
drink of the new wine the 231d of Octo- 
der, O. S., which is St. James the Apo- 
ſtle's (ſurnamed Adelphotheus, or Brother 
of God) day, who was firſt biſhop of Je- 
ruſalem : the colour of this wine is white; 
it has a pleaſant us and is vu diuretic. 


| The eabry produces corn of all ſorts, 
wine; fweet oil of olives, and of ſtſam“ 
pulſe of all kinds, cotton, tobacco, wool, 

flax, honey, bees wax, ſilk, and ſope; 
they have a great plenty of fruit, ſuck as 
almonds, n e egg rl 


N 


— 


1 
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* be Sm b e 6e which 3 in pods about 
two inches longs and from which a great quantity o of Si is 
extraticd. | 


| pears, 
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pears, prunes, figs, oranges, ſweet and ſour 


| lemons, limes, citrons, peaches, nectarines, 


(they have neither cherries, hazel. nuts, 
nor cheſuuts, in all Paleſtine and Syria;) 
they have water melons, and other melons, 
in great abundance, and the latter are rec- 
koned the beſt in all the Turkiſh territo- 
ries, as well as the figs of Bethlehem. Ve- 
getables they have in great abundance ; 
their cauliflowers weigh from four to ten 
pounds each; and, beſides the common 
cucumbers, they have another ſort, (called 
by the natives Facuſh) ſome of which are 
near three feet long; they are fluted, and 
have a kind of down like young melons ; 
they grow ſo faſt, that if a perſon goes in 
the evening into the gardens where they 
are planted, he may perceive them grow ; 
for as ſoon as the dew begins to fall, they 
make a noiſe ſomething like the cracking 
of nuts; they will, in one night, from two 
inches, become eight and ten inches long; 
they eat them raw, and ſometimes ſtew 
them with meat; they are of a ſweetiſh 
taſte, cooling, and are eaſier of digeſtion 

KS than 
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than the common cucumbers. Earth- 


quakes are ſeldom heard of in the Holy 
Land; during my ſtay there, which was 
three years, I felt but one in the year 
175 3, in the month of Noreniber, wa 
did not do ny damage. 


The autumn, or the: Fr" * 9970 leaf, 
acids the tenth of September, O. S., 
and the rainy ſeaſon, the latter end of it. 
The rains during this ſeaſon are very heavy, 
and ſupply the inhabitants with water, for 
moſt of their houſes, have ciſterns, which 
afford them, ſufficient water oak Be. 
2 ME: i noch fn hnit s 
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The ſheepſhearing begins on the firſt of 
March, and the cutting of their vineyards 
on the tenth. Their cattle are ſheep, 
goats, oxen, camels, horſes, mules, and 


aſſes. The heat in the day time, in ſum- 
mer, i: is rather exceſſive, nevertheleſs the 


nights are refreſhed by the weſterly wind, 
and the dews, which are very heavy here. 


The winter begins the tenth of December, 
When the aire are e mild, but the nights 
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a are very cold till the latter end of March, 


O. S. The ſoil in Judea and Paleſtine is 
very fertile, and requires but little cultiva- 
tion: this deſcription of air, ſeaſon, and 
productions, extends to all . of r 
tine e and n ä 


ie far 1 FRE Arbe the Holy 


City *, and whatever is contained within 
its will, worthy of notice, according to 
my own obſervations. 

Now begin to deſcribe its environs and 
the reſt of the places of Judea. Going 
out of the gate of Damaſcus is the road of 
the ſame name; about two miles diſtance 
from the ſaid gate, towards the north eaſt, 
on the right hand of the road, is a ſmall 
valley, which is cultivated; on the weſt 
of it are the tombs of the prophets.; ; this 
place is an entire cave, hewn out of a ſolid 
rock; the entrance of it is towards the eaſt; 


* The Holy City is called by the Turks Goots Sheriff, 


which ſignifies Sacred n ; the Arabs call it only 
Goots,—or Sacred, j 
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in it are four oblong ſquare rooms, extend - 
ing from north to ſouth; each room is in 
length, from eaſt to weſt, between thirty 
and forty feet, and in breadth about twenty 
eight: —on entering the firſt room, on the 
left hand is a paſſage, which leads to the 
other three; round their walls is an ele- 
vation cut from the rock — of about four 
feet high, and three broad, upon which it 
is ſuppoſed that the coffins were placed; 
theſe rooms are about fourteen feet high. 
. 
Leaving this place, and going back to 
wards the gate of Gethſemane, or the eaſt 
north-eaſt gate of the city, you deſcend by 
a ſerpentine road into the brook of Cedron; 
on the midway are the veſtiges of a cha- 
pel, in which place, according to tradition, 
St. Stephen was ſtoned to death by the 
Jews. According to the acts of the Apo- 
ſtles; on the right hand are the ruins of the 
walls of the ancient Jeruſalem; when you 
are in the valley you croſs the brook over 
a ſmall ſtone bridge, proceeding towards 
the caſt; about fixty yards from the brook, 
7 | on 
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on your left hand, is the church of Geth- 


ſemane; before it, after you deſcend a few 
| Reps, is a ſmall paved court yard; on each 
fide of which are walls, — to prevent the 


brute animals from coming and going 


through this yard. On entering the door 
of the church you meet with a ſtone ſtair- 
caſe of ſix-· and- thirty ſteps, which is about 
ten feet broad; on deſcending ſeven ſteps 
of this, on each ſide of it, is a ſmall cha- 
pel; that on the right contains the tomb 
of Johakim and St. Ann, and that on the 
left the tomb of Joſeph; the former, the 
Virgin Mary's parents, and the latter her 
ſuppoſed huſband; deſcending down into 
the church, oppoſite to the ſtaircaſe, is the 
door of the ſubterraneum, which I have 
mentioned in the deſcription of the church 
of St. John the Baptiſt, which is about 
five feet higher from the pavement of the 


cburch : turning to the caſt, in the middle 


of the church, is a mauſoleum, in which 


is the tomb of the Virgin Mary, which is 


of marble, and extends from north to ſouth 


about ſix feet, and three broad; over it 
| are 
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are eight ſilver lamps, ſuſpended from the 
roof of the mauſoleum, which burn day 
and night, beſides wax candles; farther on 
from this place 1s the holy tribunal, where 


the communion table ſtands, which is ſe- 


parated from the reſt of the church by a 
temple, or carved wainſcot, as is cuſtomary 
in the Greek churches. The whole length 
of this church, from eaſt to welt, is about 
ſixty yards, and twenty in breadth ; it is 
very obſcure, as it has no windows, but one 
on the upper part of the eaſtern} wall, as 
the roof of the church is almoſt even 
with the ground; the heighth of this ſa- 


cred building is about thirty-ſix feet: in 


the weſtern part of it is a well of freſh 
water, which affords great refreſhment. to 
thoſe who frequent this place, eſpecially 
in the ſummer ſeaſon, and in the month 
Of Auguſt, on the fifteenth, old ſtile, : 
is the aſſumption day, of the Virgin Mary; 
at which time Chriſtians and Turks, par- 


ticularly the women, pay great devotion | 


to this place. From hence the valley of 
Jehoſopbat begins, having, on the eaſt, 
by | Mount 


( | 
Mount Olivet ;- on the weſt, the hills on 
which Jeruſalem ſtands, and the brook of 
Cedron; on the north, the prophet's 
tombs ; and on the ſouth, the well of Jo- 
ab; and the continuation of the aforeſaid 
brook; its extention from north to ſouth 
is rather more than a mile, and its breadth, 
from eaſt to weſt, is about a quarter of a 
mile; it is well cultivated, and planted 
with lofty olive trees, and alſo with al- 
monds, plumb, and mulberry trees. To 
the ſouth of the above church, at the diſ- 
tance of about an hundred yards, is a place 
ſurrounded with heaps of ſtones, except a 
narrow entrance to it, which is looked 
upon to be the place where Jeſus Chriſt 
performed his prayers at the time that Ju- 
das betrayed him to the Jews; to the ſouth 
weſt of this place, and at about the ſame 
diſtance, is the mauſoleum of Abſalom; 
it is a ſquare building, of fine poliſhed 
ſquare ſtones; its dome, or cupola, is 
erected on four arches: the inſide of it is 


almoſt filled up with ſmall ſtones, which 


are thrown in by every perſon that paſſes 
; | | by, 
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by, as it ſtands near the road; on the eaſt 
part of it, which leads to the fountain of 
Siloam, and to the well of Joab. Near te 
this mauſoleum, to the fouth, there are 
three ſquare rooms, ſeparate from each 
other, which were hewn out of the ſolid 
rock, but are not covered, nor was the ſou; 
thern one finiſhed; they are about ſinteen 
feet in diameter, and as many high; pro- 
ceeding on in the fame quarter, rather 
more than the afore ſaid diſtance, is the 
fountain of Siloam; it is a ſubterraneous 
arched building, and extends along the val - 
ley under ground towards the ſouth; on 
the eaſt part of it is an arched door, and 
a ſtone ſtaircaſe, of fourteen ſteps, which 
leads down to the water, which is ſome- 
times cold, and ſometimes warm'; it is 
ſometimes brackiſh, though in general 
freſh, and of a good taſte. On Saturday 
the motion of the water is unperceivable, 
as | was told by the Arabs ; though when, I 
faw it, it bubbled forth with noiſe and rapi- 
dity : they alſo told me, that at times the 
ſpring ceaſes to flow : it 3s thought it has 
1ts 
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its origin from under Mount Sion. About 


a hundred and eighty yards diftant, to the 


eaſt of this place, is a round tower, built 
on a rocky eminence, which 1s called the 
Tower of Siloam; at the diftance of 
about two hundred yards from the former 
place, towards the ſouth, is the well of 
Joab, which is ſeventy fathom deep; its 
water 1s very ſweet and freſh; in the 
ſpring, and in the beginning of April, 


O. S., it overflows and emits a quantity of 
water, which forms a rivulet, and runs into 


the brook of Cedron ; if this ſtream con- 
tinues to run for the courſe of a month, 
the inhabitants of Jeruſalem, and the-ad- 
jacent countries, make a great rejoicing, as 
they confider 1t an omen of a plentiful 
year; but, on the contrary; if it runs only 
a fortnight or three weeks, they are very 
Auncaly, as they think there will be a ſcar- 
city of grain and fruit in the country; near 
to this well is an old mulberry tree, which 
Has four trunks, or large branches, and are 
ſupported by four ſtone pillars, and ſur- 


founded by an elevation about three feet 


and 
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and an half high from the ground, and 
about fourteen yards in diameter, on 
which, when the water begins to flow 
from the above well, the Arabs, who reſort 
there to ſell coffee, ſpread carpets and mats 
for the accommodation of the Turks, and 
thoſe of other perſuaſions, who frequent 
this place, and drink coffee, take other re- 
fieſhments, and ſmoke their pipes, under 
the ſhade of the tree, and enjoy the mur- 
muring of the water, 4s the Aſiatic people, 
and eſpecially the Arabs, are very fond of 
ſuch amuſement i in ſummer; beſides, i it is 
thought that Iſaiah the Prophet was tied to 


this tree, and ſawed in two by the Jews 


with a wooden ſaw,, — according to the 
ſcripture 3+ on which account de en 
pay _ devotion: to this e 


1 3. — 


kbe brook of Cedrom wok { Tack the 


bottom of the little valley where the pro- 


phet's tombs ate, and runs near the bottom 
of the hill wherę the city ſtands, and that 
of Mount Sion; and, paſſing near the 
ants e towards — 


( 1 ) 


and. making many ſerpentine courſes bes 


tween many rocky hills, ends in the Dead 
Sea; inthe ſpring. and ſummer is entirely 


dry, except in winter time, when the 


rainy ſeaſon begins; the torrents of the 
hills; which extend vn eath fide; fill it up; 


the breadth of it 1s; in ſome places, from 
twenty to forty yards, and the narroweſt ' 


parts are from eight to twelve. At. about 


nix mites diſtant from Jeruſalem on each | 


ſide of the brook, are large caves, either 


formed by nature, or hewed out of a ſolid ' 
rock; in ſeveral of them are ſtill chapels 


and cells, viſible, Which formerly were in- 
habited by hermits. Theſe grottos eonti- 
nue as far as the end of it, about twelve or 
fourteen miles diſtant from Jeruſalem, to- 
wards the ſouth eaſt, and about half a mile 
from the brook ; to the welt of it is the 
grotto, in which the three wiſe men, or 
kings, who went in ſearch of Jeſus Chriſt, 
in their return from Bethlehem for their 
country, took a temporary abode, which, 
in the latter end of the fourth century, 
Was inhabited by Theodoſius, chief of the 
Vor. II | M | hermits, 
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| hermits, and was ſurnamed Kinoviarchis, 
or Ruler of the Common Life, as at that 
time the hermits, every one of them, 


uſed to live according to their own inclina- 


tion; and he being a man of an auſtere 
life, was prevailed on to draw up certain 
rules for their better regulations in future; 
he therefore collected them all in one cloiſ- 


ter, or college, and made every thing that 


appertained to the whole ſociety to be uſed 
in common, at one common table, excluding 

all pretenſions to private right in every mem- 
ber of the ſociety. At preſent this convent 
is in ruins, and only the cave remains, with 

the veſtiges of a chapel in it. To the ſouth 
eaſt of this place, about a mile diſtant, is the 
monaſtery of St. Sabba, Who ſucceeded St. 
Theodoſius. This convent: is built on the 

clift of a hill cloſe to the brook; it is ſur- 
Tounded with a ſtone wall, eight feet thick, 
and twenty- ſix high; - the circumference 
of which is above a mile; on the outfide of 

the walls, and on the weſt, is a ſquare 
tower of three ſtories, and twelve yards in 

Aamczerf in which two or three hermits 
. {, . 34 hat 
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ſhut themſelves in, who live a very auſtere 
manner, On the upper ftory is a bell, 
which, wheneyer any viſitors come from 


Jeruſalem, is rung to give notice to the 


doorkeeper of the convent for theit recep- 


tion, On the ſame quarter is the gate of 


the monaſtery, which is kept always 
locked, on account of the Arabs, who are 
very troubleſome to the ſociety of this 
convent: the whole of it contains a 
church in the Corinthian order ; its dome 
is ſupported by four arches, which are 
erected on eight marble pillars, twenty- 
eight feet in height, and ten in circumfe- 
rence; the diameter of the dome is about 
twenty yards, and its height ſixty; the 
whole length of the church is more than 
two hundred feet, and the breadth a hun- 
dred and forty; the pavement is of white 
and blue marble. In this church the relics 
of St. John Damacenus are depoſited; which 
is dedicated to the Virgin Mary: Beſides 


this church are five more chapels, built in 


different parts of the convent ; the cells of 


the monaſtics are in general on the ground 
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ſtory 3 Wk = ls fory of two ſtories : 
their furniture confiſt of a mat, or ſheeps 
kin, and a ſtone which ſerves as a pillow. 
In former time, when Chriſtianity flou- 
rithed in this part of the world, this con- 
vent contained upwards of a thoufand mo- 
naſtics, who had every thing in common, 
according to the rules of Theodoſius, as 
afore mentioned: the preſent number of 
the ſociety who dwell in it is from twenty 
to thirty, who live on the fame principles, 
and lead a very auſtere life ; their diet is 
to taſte victuals once a day, which, in gene- 
ral, is bread and pulſe, or greens boiled 
without any oil or butter, except on Satur- 
days and Sundays: on theſe two days they 
are indulged with rice and butter, and 
ſometimes with falt fiſh, as they never eat 
any kind of fleſh ; their drink alſo is water, 


except on the aforeſaid days, in which 
every one has half a pint of wine; they 
have a good library of printed books and 
manuſcripts, eſpecially of the laſt, ſome of 
which were 'writ.en in the fourth, fifth, 
fixth, ſeventh, and cighth centuries, and - 
ſame 
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ſome of later date, which contain the bio- 
graphy of many hermits, and ancient fa- 
thers of the church; together with their 
works, eſpecially of St. John Damſcenus, 


who ended his life there; they are written, 


ſome on lambs ſkins, and ſome on Perga - 
mine leather, in the antient Greek cha» 
raters. In this cloiſter is a garden planted 


with fruit trees and kitchen herbs ; there 


is alſo a ſpacious court yard, well paved ; 


near it is a mauſoleum, in which is the 


tomb of Saint Sabba, the founder of this 
college. On the eaſt part of this con- 
vent is a door; on the outſide of it is a 


None ſtaircaſe of ſixteen ſteps, cut on the 
rock, which leads down to the brook ; un- 
der which is a cave, or grotto; in it is a 
ſpring of freſh water, which affords re- 


freſhment, not only to the fraternity of the . 
college when their ciſterns are exhauſted, 


but even to the wild beaſts, which frequent 
this place very much. I heard ſometimes 


the lions in the night roaring, which in- 


creaſed by the echo of the brooks, and ca- 
vity of the many grottos which are on each 
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fide of it, gives the greateſt pleaſure. I 


uſed to ſit on the top of a cell that was cloſe 
to the eaſtern wall, and with the light of a 


ſerene ſky, and that afforded by the moon; 
amuſe myſelf with the fight of theſe wild 
ſocieties, eſpecially the foxes, which are in- 


great numbers. The means by which I 


affembled them was, by throwing a ſtone 
down to the brook ; at the noiſe of which 
they immediately repaired | to that place in 


hopes of food. I uſed to throw ſome bread, 


for which they all contended ; and when 
any of them had got a portion, he uſed to 
run away, hide jt, and come back again: 75 
they are uſed to be fed by the brethren. of 
the convent, as they always throw the 


fragments of their meal down into the 


brook. In this place no kind of female is 
permitted to enter. Snakes and ſcorpions 
are plenty here, but never do any harm to 
thoſe who inhabit it. 1 uſed to go very 
often and ſtay a week for the ſake of the 
manuſcripts, and enjoy the romantic 
ſituation. The conſtructor of this convent 
was the above-mentioned Saint Sabba, at 

the 
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the expence of Juſtinian PE Great. 'The 
moſt curious grottos in the banks of the 
brook are diſtant from the convent rather 
more than a quarter of a mile to the ſouth 
eaſt ; andon the right hand is that of John 
and Arcadius, ſons of Xenophon, a patri- 
cian of New Rome, or Conſtantinople, and 
one of the miniſters of Juſtinian the Great, 
who ſent them to Athens in the beginning 

of the ſixth century, to finiſn their educa- 
tion ; having compleated it, they quitted 
Athens without the knowledge of their 
parents, and went to the Holy Land. After 
diſguiſing themſelves they went to the 
aforeſaid place, and mixing themſelves 
with the reſt of the hermits, who dwelled 
in the banks of this brook, inhabited this 
grotto, which being a ſmall - one, they 
hewed it, and made a cellar for their pro- 
viſions, about twelve feet deep, twenty in 
length, and ten in breadth ;. they hewed 
alſo another ſtory, divided it into two 
rooms, and added a chapel on the firſt floor, 
whoſe walls are painted with ſome figures 
of Saints, beſides a room for the reception 
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of ſtrangers. | On the outſide of the door 
of this cave a ciſtern 1s built between it 
and the entrance of the cave, with an 
aſcent leading to it. Their father having 
loſt all hopes of learning any news from 
his ſons, tired of the noiſe and pomp of 
the world, divided all his property among 
poor families, and keeping for himſelf a 

| Imall portion, taking his wife with him, 

went to the Holy Land, and from thence 
to the place where his two ſons were exer- 
citing the monaſtic life : though unknown 
to 7 his ſons hearing of the arrival of 
their parents, fearful they might be diſcos 
vered by them, (though they never diſ- 
cloſed to any perſon their derivation and 
quality, nor their proper names,) and the 
parental love might attract their attention 
to them more than to that of their pro- 
Feſſion, endeavoured to keep themſelves 
cloſe to their cave without going out, and 
only uſed to ſend their ſubordinant to Je- 
rufalem to ſell their handwork, and bring 
proviſions inſtead, - Xenophon, ignorant of 
NE ſon near r his children, having acquired 
To þ 54 acquaint- 
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acquaintance - with ſome of the hermits 
who inhabited the banks of the brook, 
choſe for himſelf a cave on the cliff, about 
twenty yards high from the ſurface of the 
brook, and having hewn in it a room for 
himſelf, and another for his wife, retired 
into it by a ladder. The convent of Saint 
Sabba being near, the brethren uſed to 
ſupply him with neceflary things, who 
uſed to draw them up and down by means 
of a rope. He lived in this cave ſeveral 
years Without going out of it. Some of 
the oldeſt hermits uſed to viſit him now 
and then: at length, as a man, he payed 
the natural tribute; but before his death, 
as it was cuſtomary among the monaſtic 
brethren to viſit thoſe who were departing 
from this corrupt life, among the reſt of 
the fraternity, his two ſons went likewiſe, 
and, after having diſcovered themſelves to 
him, begged his pardon for their abſcond- 
ing, and alſo for not diſcovering them- 
felves to him before: he, with the greateſt 
joy, at once more meeting with his beloved 
e not only pardoned them, but 

| gave 
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> gave his paternal bleſſing, and even aps 


proved of the choice and preference they 
had' made of ſerving God alone, and not the 
worldly Mamona. With this expreſſion 
he ended his days in peace ; his wife like- 
wiſe, a few days after his death, followed 
him. The monaſtics hearing this diſco- 
very, were not only ſurpriſed, but have 
obtained great benefit by it. This relation, 
as J have read it in theſe wiſe men's biogra- 


phy, I relate that the well-diſpoſed reader 
may for man idea of the antient Chriſtians' 


lives and piety towards God and their 
neighbour. There are many chapels on 
the top of ſeveral of theſe caves, but they 
are now in ruins, and afford ſhelter for the 
wild beaſts, 

In the . the nation called 
Abares, a Saracen tribe maſſacred fourteen 
thouſand hermits, ho inhabited the banks 
of this brook. After ſeveral years the 
relies of theſe were collected, and depoſited 
with great devotion in the above-men- 
tioned convent. flaring thus given a ſhort 

| deſcrip- 
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_ deſcription of this book, and of a wil der- 
neſs formerly inhabited, I ſhall now ret urn 
to Mount Olivet. 


* 


| Thie mount has, on the eaſt, the plains 


of Jericho; the river Jordan, the Wilder- 


neſs, and the mountains of Moab or Phaz- 
ga; on the weſt, the valley of Jehoſaphat, 
the Brook, and Jeruſalem ; on the north, 
after a ſmall valley, a range of hills, which 
extend as far as the eaſtern part of the 
mountains of Samaria; on the fouth like- 
wiſe, a ſmall valley, and then the hills 
along the eaſtern banks of the brook ; the 
weſt and ſouth-weſt parts of the mount are 
well cultivated from the top to the bottom, 
planted with various kinds of fruit trees, 
ſuch as figs, almonds, walnuts, and olives, 


and interſperſed with corn fields. . The * 


mount has two aſcents, one near the church 
of Gethſamene, which lies to the weſt of it, 
and 1s rather ſteep 3 the other to the ſouth 
near the village of Bethany, and is the beſt 
of the two; on the middle of the top of 
this mountain was formerly a convent, 

and 
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And a church in it, dedicated to our Saviour 


in commemoration of his aſcenſion to 
Heaven from hence; but at preſent there 
remains nothing but part of the walls, 
and a mauſoleum, whoſe pavement is a 
ſolid rock, on which is the impreſſion of 
the right foot of Jeſus Chriſt, which, as it 
is faid, was made at his aſcenſion. The 
Chriſtians and Mahometans pay great de- 
votion to this place. Out of this mauſo- 
leum, and to the eaſt of it, is a commu- 
nion table, built of ſtone, which, ſands 
in the open air within the encloſure of the 


aforeſaid walls;' a prelate, of the Greek 
perſuaſion, on Palm Sunday Eve, performs 
divine ſervice in commemoration of Laza- 


rus's reſurrection; and alſo. on the Aſcen- 
fion day, under a tent, which is pitched on 
purpoſe for this occaſion. On theſe two 


ſolemn days all the Chriſtians, natives as 


well as foreigners, viſit firſt Lazarus's 
tomb in Bethany, which is in a ſubterra- 
neous place, and to which is a deſcent by 
a ſtone ſtaircaſe of twelve or fourteen 
ſteps; then they reſort to the aforeſaid 
A place, 
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place, and ſtand all the time during the 
ſervice in the open air. On the north weſt 
of this place, at the diſtance of about ſixty 
yards, there are ſome large and very old 
walnut trees, under whoſe ſhade it is 
thought Jeſus Chriſt uſed to fit and preach 
to his diſciples concerning the deſtruction 
of Jeruſalem; from this place a perſon 
may take a perfect view of the city and 
the adjacent country; near it, towards the 
eaſt, is a ſmall village, containing. about 
fifteen houſes, inhabited by the Arabs, who 
cultivate this mount; the eaſtern part of 
which is inacceſſible. The traveller from 
hence may have a fine proſpect of all the 
plains of Jericho, the river of Jordan, and 
of all the eaſtern and ſouthern parts of the 
country. On leaving this place, and de- 
ſcending by the ſouthern road near the foot 
of the mountain, on the right hand, is the 
village of Bethany, conſiſting of about 
thirty mean houſes, among which are 
ſome ruins, thought to be Lazarus's houſe. 
Near to this village, on the weſt, is a grotto 
of great extent, under the mountain which 
| bears 
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bears the name of Saint Pelagia, which 
the inhabited for many years, and ended 
her life in ĩt between the fifth and ſixth cen- 
turies. On the bottom of this mountain is 
the road which leads from Jeruſalem to the 
plains of Jericho, a tolerable good one, diſ- 
tant from Bethany about two hundred 
yards; and on the right hand of the road, 
towards the eaſt, is a place where it is 
faid that Chriſt was met by Martha, La- 
zarus's ſiſter, in coming from Jericho to 
Bethany, according to the goſpel. About 
ſix miles from hence, on the ſame quarter, 
is the beginning of the plains of Jericho, 
which extend as many more miles in 
breadth, and end at the banks of the river 
Jordan; the length of them from north 
to ſouth is about ſixteen miles, being di- 
vided from Galilee and the ſea of Tiberias, 
on the north part by a low hill, and on 
the ſouth from the deſert Arabia and Ma- 
diam by the Dead Sea; the whole of it 
is uncultivated, except the firſt part, in 
Which are ſome gardens planted with fruit 
dees, 1 herbs, and other kinds of ve= 

! getables; 
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getables ; there are likewiſe a- few indif- 
ferent. huts, inhabited by Arabs, who cul- 
tivate theſe gardens, On the weſt part 
of them, and near the foot of a mountain, 
which 1s called forty days mountain, (as on 
it Chriſt perform ed the forty days faſt) 
is a rivulet of moſt excellent water, 
which waters theſe gardens, called-by the 
name of Solomon's, as it is thought that 
the balſam trees were planted here by that 
prince; to the north weſt of this rivulet, 
at a few yards diſtance, is a round pool, 
with a ſpring of water in it, about four 
yards in diameter, which is thought to be 
the water bleſſed by Eliſha, and goes by 
that prophet's name; in it is a kind of 
ſmall fith, | Near it, to the ſouth weſt, is 
the aſcent to the above-mentioned moun- 
tain, in a ſerpentine form; on account of 
its ſteepneſs, on the top of the mount, are 
ſome” veſt iges, or ruins, of a chapel. 
The moſt part of this mountain is rocky, 
Hut in ſome parts of it, where earth is, are 
many fragrant flowers, as roſes, lilies, 

roſemary, . marjoram, and other kind af 
aromatic 


E 


aromatic herbs; there are alſo ſome ſaccum 
trees and wild olives. On its deſcent, and 
croſſing the plains not far from the banks 
of the river Jordan, are the ruins of Saint 
John the Baptiſt's convent; near to which 
is the place where Jeſus Chriſt was bap- 
tized. The river here is not above ten or 
twelve yards broad, and is very deep in the 
middle; the ſtream of the water is gen- 
tle and ſmooth; the banks abound with 
different kind of trees and reeds. The 


Arabs cut great quantities of theſe laſt, 


which are of a dark colour and thick, 
nearly about an inch in circumference, and 
ſome leſs, and ſell them for pens, as the 
Turks and Arabs make no uſe of quills, 
but uſe theſe. Lower down from hence, 
about a mile, are the ruins of Saint Geraſi- 
mus's convent : here the river is rather 
more than thirty yards broad, and rather 
ſhallow ; the other fide of the river, which 
is commonly called the wilderneſs of Jor- 
dan, has neither town nor village; the 
wandering Arabs, who dwell in tents, 
have poſſeſſion of it, as alſo of the plains 


of 


, 


„ he OO : 
of Jericho. Theſe carry with them; 


from one place to another, where they 


meet with water and paſturage, their whole 
families and cattle ; «theſe kinds of Arabs 


are divided into ſeveral tribes, and each of 


them have their own leaders, who are 
called Sheiks, or Chiefs. Some of theſe 


tribes are from two to ſeven thouſand men; 


there are ſix tribes, three of them are on 
this ſide of the Dead Sea, and the reſt on 
the other, who extend as far as Arabia Pe- 
trea: of the firſt among their Chiefs is a 
woman, who derives her origin from Ma- 

homet's daughter, Fatma, and bears the 
ſame name. She commanded in my time 
ſeven thouſand men, and was held in great 
veneration- among the other Chiefs. In the 


year 1754 I Was introduced to her by a fa - 
vourite, to whom ſhe= had ſhewed a parti- 


cular friendſhip.” He was: b birth a Cy- 
prian; named Georgius. She received 
me with greãt affabilityz made me fit near 


her̃, and preſented mc her pipe; Which the 
was Imdäking; for it is cuſtomary with 


temstspreſent that to any viſttor to whom 
a. II. . they 
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4 1 
they are pleaſed to ſhew reſpect. After I 
had ſmoaked a little, I returned it to her; 
I then was treated with a cup of coffee; 
the preſents which I had carried with me 
for her were then opened, and after ſhe 


had examined them, gave them to her 
' woman to put them by. Having thanked 


me, ſhe made me ſtay to dine in her tent ; 
ſhe ordered a whole lamb to be ſtuffed ac- 
cording to their cuſtom, and was cooked in 
a kind of a fricando, and a whole kid 
roaſted; a pillow of rice and ſour milk 
ended the dinner. She broke .the bread 


| herſelf, and then the meat, with her own 


hands, without the aſſiſtance of a knife or 
fork, as they do not uſe them ; after ſhe 
had broke it into ſlices in one diſh, ſhe be- 
gan firſt to eat, and the company followed 
her example, but all out of the ſame diſh ; 


our drink was water. After dinner, having 
waſhed our hands, coffee and a pipe of to- 


bacco was ſerved; though her manners 
were ſimple, her affability and converſation 
did not fail of ſhewing to us ſhe was a 
woman of ſenſe, which ſhe farther diſ- 
8 played 


( 179 ) 
played by the ingenious queſtions ſhe pro- 


poſed. She was a woman of about five- 


and-forty years of age, rather of a ſhort 


ſize and corpulent, dark complection, black 
eyes and hair, though not very handſome; 
ſhe had a becoming appearance ; ſhe was 


dreſſed in a looſe gown of ſtriped filk, and 


over it another X yellow-coloured French 
broad cloth ; on her head ſhe had a red 


cap, ornamented round with a green muſlin. 


handkerchief, and on her feet a pair of yel- 
low-leather ſandels, without ſtockings ; 


her tent on the outſide was a coarſe ſtuff, 


made of goat's hair; the inſide of which 
was lined with green cotton, and was 
divided into three apartments one after 


the other: the whole furniture conſiſted 


of a mat, and over it a coarſe carpet, and a 


long minder, or mattraſs, covered with a 


lion's ſkin, and on each fide of it a tyger's 
and four cuſhions ; theſe were in the audi- 
ence rooms furniture; as for the other 


two, I have not ſeen any but ſheep and goat 


ſkins ſpread on the ground. Having ſtayed 
there till four in the afternoon, previous to 
my taking leave of her for Jeruſalem, ſhe 
N 2 | made 
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made me a preſent of a copper veſſel, 
filled up with the beſt balſam of Saccum *, 
of the quantity of about half a. gallon, 
and at the ſame time ordered fix of her 
men to accompany us as far as Bethany, 
defiring me to pay her another viſit the 
next ſpring, and promiſed me ſhe would 
make me a preſent of a fine horſe, as at 
that time they were all too yeung for uſe. 


Hitherto I have partly defcribed theſe 
wandering Arabs. Now I begin with the 


* The ſaccum trees grow in the plains of Jericho, which 
are the only trees to be met with in all theſe plains ; together 
with ſome caffia trees; the former are very little bigger than 
juniper trees, the leaves are in the form of bay trees, rather 
ſhorter in ſize ; it bears a fruit of a triangular ſhape, and big 
as plumbs ; the rind of it is green, like young walauts ; 
they peel it off, and pound it in wooden mortars, and then 
extract a kind of an oily ſubſtance from it, which they ſell at 
a moderate price to cure wounds and bruiſes ; in the ſtone of 
the fruit is a white kernel, which, being pounded, produces 
the beſt balſam, and is ſold very dear; this laſt ſerves for in- 
ternal and external complaints; for if a perſon has any com- 


Plaint i in his bowels or lungs, three or four drops of it put 


in a cup of coffee, and drank, in three quartens of an hour, 
or little N he finds relief. 


river 


EN 


river Jordan, which has its origin from 


two ſmall rivers, namely, that of Jore, and 
of Dan; the firſt has its ſources from the 
mountains of Pella, which lay to the eaſt 
of Tiberias; the ſecond from the moun- 
tains of Tatmoure, or Palmira, which lays 
to the north and eaſt of the ſaid ſea. Theſe 
two rivers join together four or five miles 
above the lake of Geneſaret, or Tiberias, 
and, running due ſouth, forms firſt to the 
weſt of it. This ſea, which is in length 
ſeventeen or eighteen miles, and in breadth 
eight or ten, abounds with great quan- 
tities of fiſh; the river itſelf likewiſe 
abounds with them; but when they are 
within half a quarter of à mile from the 
dead ſea, they run back in ſhoales ; in 
which place the Arabs put a kind of 
twiſted baſket, and catch great numbers of 
them; the perches and gudgeons are the 


beſt I ever taſted. This river, during the 
three months of the winter, overflows _ 


part of the plains of Jericho, but not above 
twenty or thirty yards diſtance, as the 
banks on each fide are rather high, eſpeci- 
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ally the eaſtern parts; the greateſt breadih 
of it does not exceed forty yards; the 


length, from its junction to the Dead Sea, 


in which it loſes itſelf, is about twenty-ſix 
or thirty miles. Oppoſite to Tiberias, and 
about ſix miles diſtant from the river, to 
the eaſt, is the only town which remains 
in the vaſt tract of Rubem Land, which is 
called Petra, and is inhabited by Chriſtian 
Arabs, of the Greek perſuaſion. This 
town conſiſts of about four hundred mean 
houſes, built of ſtone, beſides three 
churches, or rather chapels ; the ſituation 
of 1t 1s very pleaſant, as it lays near a 


mountain, and on an eminence ; has two 


ſprings of water, with which not only the 
inhabitants ſupply themſelves and their 
cattle, but alſo ſerves to water their gar- 
dens. This place 1s under the Metropo- 
litan of Petra, and which is the only one 
he has at preſent of all his former exten- 


five dioceſe. I think that Pella, in which 
the diſciples of Chriſt fled from Jeruſalem 


before the Roman armies laid fiege to it, 
Was either this town, or near it, from the 
deſcrip- 


( 183 ) 
deſcription I have read in Chriſanthu's 
Geography, Patriarch of Jeruſalem, The 


natives of this place live almoſt indepen- 


dant of the Turkiſh government. The 
Prelate's vicar goes once in every year to 


\ Jeruſalem, in the holy week, to give an 
account of his duty to his Prelate, and 
takes with him a few preſents for his ſupe- 
rior, and for the Governor of Jeruſalem, 
as a token of their obedience to him, which 
is all he can get from them, for they never 
ſuffer any of his people to go there, either in 


. apeaceable or hoſtile manner ; for in caſe of 
the latter, they defend themſelves as much 


as it lays in their. power, and never fail of 
being victorious, as they are in alliance 
with the wandering Arabs on one fide, and 
on the other they have the advantage. of 
the adjacent mountains, into which they 
retreat with their families and cattle in caſe 
of a formidable force. 


By the Prelate's vicar I was invited to go 
from Jeruſalem to this place, and ſpend a 


few days; accordingly, in the Eaſter - 


„„ „ 
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week, 1754, in the month of April, I ſet 
off with him, taking with me George the 
Cyprian, who was likewiſe intimate with 
him, and well acquainted with the country 
and the Arabs. I ſtayed there ten days, 


and was entertained by the vicar and ſome 


of the inhabitants with the greateſt hoſpi- 


' tality they could afford. After the above 


ſpace we were accompanied as far as the 
river ; then taking leave of each other, they 


went back to their country, and we crofling 


the river, my companion introduced me to 
the above-mentioned Princeſs, wha was 
then living at Jericho, as I have already 


mentioned. Before I leave this part of the 
country, I ſhall not paſs the Dead Sea 


without a conciſe narration of its extent, 


breadth, and quality, „ 


This lake, or ſea, extends in length from 
eaſt to weſt about twenty ſix miles, and 
from north to ſouth ſixteen, which is the 
breadth of it; it is ſurrounded on the eaſt, 


by the wilderneſs and mountains of Moab; 


on the weſt, by thoſe of Judea and Hebron; 
5 . on 


{ag 1 | 

on the north, by the plains of Jericho; 
and on the ſouth, by the ſandy or deſert 
Arabia and Madiam; its waters are fo 
thick that the greateſt wind can hardly 
make any motion on them; the ſaltneſs of 
theſe waters is alſo ſo great, that no kind 
of living. animals can be found in them; 
the colour of the water, in appearance, 
ſeems black, but on taking it up with the 
hand, and pouring, looks clear, but not 
entirely white; on the ſhore of it great 
quantities of falt is gathered by the Arabs, 
with. which all Judea and Paleſtine are 
ſupplied ; the ſtones round it are of a dark 
grey colour, which they burn like ſea coal, 
but they ſend forth fuch an offenſive ſmell 
of ſulphur and bitumen as is intolerable. 
In the year 1753 in the month of March, 
when] viſited this helliſh ſea, Iendeavoured 
to dive 1n it, but was not able to effe& this, 
as the water always kept me up, and ren- 
dered my 1kin as red as ſcarlet ; at my de- 
parture from thence I took ſome of theſe 
ſtones, and when I came back to Jeruſalem, 
J lighted them at a candle in my room, to 

| ſee 


my _- 


ſee whether they would burn; but no 
ſooner did they begin to ſmoak than I was 


ſorced to quit the chamber, ſo intolerable . 


was the ſtench. The Arabs told me that 
. the birds, when they endeavour to crofs 


this ſea, fall in dead; when I was in it I 
felt with my feet ſomething like a wall, 
for which reaſon I attempted to dive to ex- 
amine it with my hands, but I could not, 


as I ſaid before. In the vinicity of this lake, 


about a quarter of a mile diſtant, on the north 


weſt and weft parts of it, there are ſome - 


pomegranates and apple trees which bear 
fruit, and although in appearance it looks 
fine and ripe, on taking it into your hand, 


and ſqueezing it, there remains nothing but 


aſhes. I think theſe trees ſuffer this cor- 
ruption of their fruit for not having time 
enough to bring them to maturity; for as 
foon as April 1s over the hot weather com- 


mences, and fouth winds begin to blow; 
this wind paſſing over the ſea corrrupts all 
the adjacent fruit trees before the fruit 


is ripe, To the weſt end of this ſea there 


are more b of buildings within the 


water, 


/ 


\ 


water, and on its banks ; the water of this 


| ſea neither increaſes nor decreaſes, and 


though the river of Jordan and the brook 


of Cedron and others from the adjacent 
hills, in winter time, run into it, yet they 
never appear to give it any increaſe, I am 
apt to believe that there is ſome ſubterra- 
neous courſe in which all the freſh water 
diſcharges itſelf, as the Arabs told me 
that they hear ſometimes a noiſe under the 
north eaſt point of the hill, (which is near 
to the ſea) as if it was water running; 
however, this is a matter which I rather 
refer to a judicious reader's conſideration. 
Three miles diſtant to the weſt of this ſea 
is the town of Halil-el Rahaman, or He- 
bron. The ſignification of Halil, in the 


Arabic language, is a friend, or beloved. 


The Arabs make uſe of this epithet in- 


ſtead of Iſaac; and Rahaman, mercied or 


bleſſed. This town is ſituated partly on the 
declivity of a hill, and partly on a plain 
ground; it is ſurrounded with a ſtone wall, 

and contains in it, beſides the houſes, the 
double « cave of Abraham and the oak tree, 


which 
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Which is mentioned in 8 In this 
cave formerly, in the time of Chriſtianity, 
was a chapel, dedicated to the Holy Trinity, 
in memory of Abraham's entertaining the 
three angels under the oak tree, which 
ſtands near the entrance of it, but now is 
turned into a moſque; in it are the tombs 
of this patriarch and his ſucceſſors, to 
which the Arabs pay great devotion, and 
never permit any Chriſtian or Jew even to 
approach this place, although there are 
more than eight thouſand inhabitants here, 
Jews; they are not even permitted to paſs 
through the ſtreet which leads to it.— 
The inhabitants of this town are computed 
at twelve thouſand Mahgmetans, Arabs, 
and about eight thouſand ſeven hundred 
Jews; the former are very induftrigus in 
the cultivation of their lands, which are 
very extenſive and fertile; their produce is 
corn of all forts, cotton, and ſiſſam, (from 
which they extract great quantities of oil), 


grapes, ſweet oil, honey, wax, and ſome | 


ſilk, beſide the manufactory of glaſs, 
which 1 1s — by the latter; they 


make 


4 , 
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make out of it great quantities of lamps of 
different ſhapes and ſizes, ſquare bottles, 
tumblers, bracelets, rings and other uſeful 
things; this glaſsis made out of the aſhes 
of a thorny plant, which grows near the 
Asfaltite fea, The Jews from this manu- 
factory derive great profit, as all Arabia, 
Paleſtine, and moſt part of Syria, are ſup- 
plied with this article from hence; al- 
though the Jews pay great taxes to the 
Arabs for inhabiting Bee, and for their 
trade: the Arabs of this place are of a war- 
like temper, and thieviſh: they very often 
fall out with the Bethlehemites, who are 
neighbours to them; they never permit 
any Chriſtian to remain in their town, ex- 
cept by the order of the Grand Signior to 
viſit the place and depart immediately, and 
pay very little regard to the Turkiſh Go- 

vernment; they very often join the wan- 
dering Arabs, and attack the caravans of 
Mecca: they are unanimous in the defence 
of their country, which makes the Go- 
vernor of Jeruſalem to accept whatever of 
fer oy chule to make” him in point of pe- 
| cuniary 
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; 5 euniary affairs and preſents: : the grapes of : =} 
this place, though not ſo delicious as thoſe | 


of Gaſa in flavour and taſte, grow to an 
amaſing ſize; there are cluſters among 


them that weigh from ten to twenty pounds 


weight; theſe in general, grow upon trees, 


but thoſe which grow in vineyards weigh 
from two to four, and ſome ſix pounds 


weight; beſides the great quantity which 


they ſell to the convent for wine and at 
markets, they make great quantities of ſun 


raiſins, which they ſend to different mar- 
kets. Six miles from hence, towards the 
north, are the hills of Bethlehem; on aſ- 


cending them (which from this part are ra- 


ther ſteep) you are immediately in the 
town of Bethlehem, which extends from 
eaſt to weſt, ſituated in a kind of a valley; - 
in the firſt quarter is the church of the na- 
tivity, and in-the ſecond are the precipices 
of the hill; it contains about five hundred 
houſes, inhabited by Mahometans, Arabs, 


5 and Chriſtians ; - two hundred and twenty 


by the former, and the reſt by the latter, 
who are divided into two perſuations, 
15 . 5 namely, 
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namely, Greek and Romiſh; the Sonder 


cultivate the lands, of which they are 


maſters ; the latter live upon their induſ- 


try, in making beads, croſſes of different 
| fizes from olive trees, wood, and inlaid. 


with mother of pearl, engraved in baſſo 
relievo, and pictures of the ſame kind and 
work, of which they ſell great numbers to 
the convents, and to the pilgrims; thoſe 


of the Greek perſuaſion ſell to their own 


followers, worſhippers, and thoſe of the 


Romiſh to their own convent : the friars 
ſend annually a great number of theſe re- 
ligious inſtruments to all parts of Europe 
by their miſſionaries, their wives are em- 


ployed in providing for the family, in 


fetching wood, and providing victuals, til- 


ling the field, looking for their cattel, and 
carrying their huſband's work to Jeruſa- 
lem, for ſale. Although the Mahometan 


Arabs are maſters of the land, nevertheleſs | 
they live in great harmony with the Chriſ- | 


tians, and are unanimous in the defence of 


their country, perſons, and property: the 
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land, "which they A eee 


the houſes too, Which they i eupy, are 


their own: : in the middle of this town. is 


' 4 fountain of ſpring water, from Which 


the water is conducted to Jeruſalem by an 
aqueduct, as T have mentioned before : "bes. 


_ tween the town and the church is" a" ſpace | 
of about eighty yards in length, and thirty 
in breadth; 'whoſe- pavement. moſtly 19. 


rocky, and the reſt is payed with tones: 


- in the middle of this place i is 4 well of freſh 5 


water, which is believed to be the fame, 5 


from which David wiſhed to have water 
While he was fighting againſt the 'Philiſ«. 
tines, and whoſe: might) general riſgued 

bis life to fulfil the deſire of his maſter, ac+ . 


cording to the ſcripture z to the north of. 
this well the valley of the ſhepherds be- 


gins, and extends towards the eaſt, half a a 
mile diſtant from the town towards the 


ſame quarter; on the north ſide of the vals. 
ley is the cave of the ſhepherds, 'in which 
they were announced by the angel con- 
cerning the birth of Jeſus Chriſt at pre- 
ſent is a chapel. in it, dedicated to 
53 Saint 
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Saint Nicholas; ; on the eaſt of the former 
place is the church of the nativity of our 
Saviour, the door of which is built up, 
and only a ſmall entrance is left juſt ſuffici- 
ent for, one at a time, and that not without 
ſtooping; this was done on account of the 
Turks, who uſed to put in their horſes. 
Formerly there were three doors, one in the 
middle, and one on each ſide of it; that in 
the middle had a fine frontiſpiece, and a 
portico of marble; on the top of the arch 
of the door there was a repreſentation of 
our Saviour's nativity, with the whole nar- 
ration of the Goſpel concerning it, en- 
graved on a fine piece of marble, highly 
executed, but at preſent it is defaced either 
by the Arabs who took all the marble 
away, with which the inſide and outſide 
of this church was decorated, or the Chriſ- 
tians themſelves have done it to prevent its 
being taken off; the other two doors, the 
middle one, and that on the north ſide, are 
built up, and only the ſouthern ſide re- 
mains as above mentioned ; on the north eaſt 
and ſouth of the church, is an out wall, 
Vol. II. 0 about 
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about twenty fix feet high, which contains 
the three convents of the three different 
nations, namely, the Romiſh friars oc- 
cupy the north part, the Greeks chat of the 
eaſt and part of the ſouth, and the Arme · 
nians tlie reſt of it, The whole of this 
place was formerly occupied by the Metro · 
pPolitan of Rethlehem, and his clergy 3 but 

he ar preſent not being able to defray the 
experices of his dioceſe, and the fees of the 
Porte, and Arabs, he is obliged to reſide in 
the patriarch's convent” at Jeruſalem, and 
only three or four clergymen and a few 
monks. refit de in the convent + the patri- 
arch himſelf 18 anſwerable for the fees, 
and ſupport of the church, clergy; and 
monks. The church extends from eaſt to 
weſt about ſeventy yards, adding ten yards 
more which the Fs oly Tribunal occupies, 
make 'the whole length erghty x and the 
; breadth, From north to ſouth,” is fixty 
yards. The roof is fupported by forty 
eight pillars'of a fine blue marble, ' which 
Wits four rows, twelve in each row ; 

they are each in height twenty fix feet, and 
| | in 
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in circumference nine; the architecture of 


which. is in the Jonts order; the roof is co- 
veted an the inſide with eedar wood; and 
the outſide. with lead; the height of the 


four aiſles, or ſtratum, two on each fide, is 
ahout ſixty feet, and the eaddle ane eighty: 7 
om the pillars are figures of fais painted 
on the marble, which (though obſcure at 


preſent for want of an artiſt tg elean them) 
appear fill a fine maſterly work; the 


pavement is of a blus marble, and is kept 


unclean for fear of the Turks taking no⸗ 


tice of it and ſeizing it. Thqugh they 
| hays already taken a part of them, which: 
were in the middle ſtratum, and which 


were the largeſt ; but Dolitheus, patriarch 


of Jeruſalem, who has. repaired the roof 
af this church, which. was in decay, in the 


year .1708 replaced them, though not fo 


well poliſhed. (As 1 have mentioned the 

| name of this prelate, I think it will not 

de unpleaſant to the curious reader, after 
I. baxe finiſhed the deſeription of this 
church, the cave, or grattq, and the whole 
* the Holy Land, to. give 2 conciſe nar- | 
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ration of the patriarchs of Jeruſalem, 
from the time of Sultan Selim to the pre- 
ſent, and eſpecially of the above · mentioned 
modern champion of the eaſtern church 
againſt the Popiſh ; together with his wri- 
tings, and thoſe of his nephew, Chriſan- 


thus, who ſucceeded him afterwards in 


this di gnity).— The eaſtern part of the 
church is divided by a ſtone wall, which 


was built at the time when the church 


was repaired, as before mentioned; and 
ſerves at preſent as a chapel, in which is the 
communion table, the roof of which is a 
dome, built of ſtone, and is ſupported on 
the weſt fide by four matble pillars, two on 


each fide, north and ſouth, on the eaſt by 
Pillaſtres, which form the four arches on 


which the dome is erected; over the com- 
munidn table is a ſmall cupola, ſupported 
by eight marble pillars, tw¾o at each corner, 
the height of THE dome is pon dota 


This chapel has two' Roots: one on the 


M; Wuth weſt; and the other on the nortir 


ww weſt; che entrance to them is by aſtending 
MTS EO ow 
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- &: * marble ſteps; on the nll of the 
communion table, towards the north, is a 
marble ſtaircaſe of ſix ſteps, which de- 
ſcends into the cave where our Saviour was 
born; on entering the door, on your right 
hand, is a ſmall communion table fixed 
within an arched place; on the middle of 
this arch is a ſtar made of ſilver, in com- 
miemoration of the ſtar which the three 
wiſe men ſaw, and which directed them 
in ſearch of Chriſt; on your left, towards 
the ſouth weſt, is the manger, to which is 
a deſcent of three marble ſteps, and is 
lined with a ſine tranſparent white marble; 
over it are fix ſilver lamps, three of them 

belong to the Greek, two to the Romiſh, 
and one to the Armenian nations; the 
vrhole cave, on all ſides, is lined with fine 
white marble; the roof is covered with 
crimſon damaſk, and bordered with gold 
lace: the length of this grotto is about 
twenty-four feet, the breadth twelve, and 
the height as many, and extends from eaſt 
to weſt. In this laſt quarter is another cave, 
and * than the firſt, in which the re- 
licks 
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licks of the * thouſand babes, which 
were ſlain by order ef Herod, are kept; 
and can be ſeen from the weſtern part of 
the payernent of the firſt (which is all of 
marble, hy a hole, fixing a candle en a 
ſtick and lowering it down, facing the firſt 
entrance to the cave: on the north ſide of 
it is another door, from which the friars 
and Armenians enter; there are many ſil 
ver lamps ſuſpended frem the roof of this 
cave,” which burn day and night, and af. 
ford ſufficient light, beſides that of whe 
ve Joory afore mentioned v. 8908 „ 


On wh PRI of. the + ay 3 
the ſouth and the eaſt; at the diſtance of 
about ſixty yards, js another cave of a 
chalky ſuhſtante, in which it is thought 
that Joſeph, previous 10 the order which 
he had from the angel ta depart for Egypt, 
reſided with the Virgin Mary and the babe, 
till he faund: an eee for Aa, Kehr. 
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— 6 N his church fiſt was twileby Sc; Helen, but 3 
Was enlarged and adorned, as it appears at preſent, by 1 He- 
nene, Ecogeror of Conſtantinople, | 


dure. 
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ture- The Chriſtians break off. great 
quantities, of . this. ſubſtance, which they 
mix with the water of Jordan, and form 1 it 
inte cond ſmall cakes, and make uſe of 
them to cure fevers, or agues, by melting 15 
it with water, and giving, it to the patient 
Ware 301 0 01 1 
i OF 1 to- 
e the north, three miles diſtant from 
hence, on the road, is the mauſoleum of 
Rachel, in which is her tomb; a mile and 
an half to the ſouth of it is the town of 
Bedgiala, or the antient Rams, which cons 
tains near two hundred mean houſes, con- 
taining only a ground ſtory, very few 
have an upper one; they are all built of 
ſtone, The inhabitants are all Chriſtian 
Arabs, moſtly of the Greek perſuaſion, and 
almoſt independant of the Turkiſh govern- 
ment. They live by marauding on their 
neighbours; they pay very little regard to 
the government, for when they are op- 
preſſed by it, they load all their goods upon 
camels and aſſes, and take refuge in the 
| O 4 | mounts 
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mountains, and leave their houſes empty; 
and in caſe the troops of the governor de- 
ſtroy any of their houſes, they fail not to 
rebuild them, and make the convents of 
the three nations compenſate for the loſs of 
them; they manage their fire arms better 
than the reſt of the Arabs; for which rea- 
ſon, when the Bethlehemites have any 
conteſt with thoſe of Halil-el Rahman, 
they invite them to take part in their de- 
fence, with which they comply, and are 
well pal for it, as they always fail not of 
making — rr on _ A on 
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Two miles forwards from the mauſb⸗ 
leum, on the right hand of the road, is the 
convent of the Prophet Elijah; in which 
place it is believed that this Prophet ſlept 
when he was running away from Jezabel; 
it is ſurrounded with a high ſtone wall, 
ald has an iron gate; it contains in it the 
church, which is dedicated to the ſame 
Prophet; and round this edifice, which is 
built in the Corlnthian _ with 2 dome 
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to it, is a ſpacious court yard, and round 
it are cells of two ſtories high, which are 
occupied by an abbe, or ruler, and a dozen 
of clergymen monks, and novices who are 

ſent there from the patriarch's convent to 
enjoy the monaſtic life: they dare nor go 
out of the convent, nor open the gate, for 
fear of the Begealiots, who are neighbours, 
except when proviſions are ſent from Je- 
ruſalem, and a day or two. before Chriſt. 
mas day; at which time the pilgrims, go- 
ing to Bethlehem on their way, viſit this 
place, and dine there. The ſociety of this 
convent are obliged to be on good terms + M 
with the afore-mentioned Arabs, and thoſe 
of Bethlehem, and give them bread ; when 
ever, they knock at the gate, which they 
Jet down. in a baſket from a window that 
is over the gate, or elſe they pull the walls | | 
down. f 1 e | 
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To the weſt of this pile, on the left hand | | 
of the road, is a field, in which great 
quantities of petrified Italian peaſe are 
founed. Proceeding on from this place, 
4 | towards 


e | 
towards the north weſt, diſtant ſix miles, 
29 the convent of the Holy Croſs, which 
formerly belonged to the Iberian nation, 
commonly, called Georgians; but as their 
princes were ſuppreſſed by the Turks and 
Perſians, and had it not in their power to 
ſend any aſſiſtance to the brethren belong- 
ing to it, they were obliged. to contract 
debts to defray the expences of the go- 
vernment, Arabs, and their own ; and nat 
being able to repay the debt and iutereſt, 
were obliged to deliver it to the patriarch, 
who took upon him to pay their creditors. 
Since that time (which is almoſt a century 
ago) the patriarch ſupports it, and pays all 
the expences to the government and Arabs 
for its preſervation. This convent is ſur: 
Tounded by a ſtone wall like that above 
mentioned of the prophet. Elijah, as alſo its 
gate; iu it is a beautiful church, the roof 
of which is ſupported by arches erected on 
[marble pillars and pilliftres; in the mid- 
dle of it is a dome, with windows round, 
which afford fufficient light to the Ane 
ing; PAY of the walls, on the inſide, are 
C | . lived 
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lined with marble, the reſt of them are 
paintifigs, ropreſenting different figures of 


Saints ; the arches are covered with a mo- 


ſaid work of. different colours, repreſent- 
ing, as before mentioned, he temple, 

which divides the body of the church from 
the holy tribunal, where the communion 


table is, finely carved and gilt: the pic- 


tures which belong to it are well executed, 


according to Greek em. The heighth 


of this edifice is rather low); the arches do 
not exceed twenty-four * and that of 
the dome about ſeventy four the paver 
ment is of white and blue murble t under 
the cammunian table (which is fixed on 
eight marble pillars, tuo at each corner, 
and the centre on 4 ſquare baſis) 1s the 
root of the ke from. en the croſs of 

Fi n | inst Dan ein 263 £2 nen | 2 


»The biſtory of this tree, as T have ad it in an old 
Greek manuſcript, is as follows: — Lot, after having com- 
mitted the crime of inceſt with his two daughters in his 
drunkenneſs, upon the return of his reaſon, repented, and 
Fat to his uncle Abraham, and confeſſed to him his crime. 

Abra- 
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for the clergy and monks conſiſt of forty 
arched rooms, divided into two ſtories, 
which are rather obſcure: This convent, 


or college, out of its walls, has a large 


plantation of olive trees, which occupy 
eee _ had _— 0 the 
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Abrabam, cad Lot, exhartet kim to have Gahtence i 
in God, who was all merciful, and deſired him not to deſpair 


el obtaining pardon; and, to convinge him of the goodneſs 


and power of the Almighty, he took three brands out of the 
Fre, (one of which was of cedar, another of fir, and the third 
of eyprus,) ſaying to him, Take theſe, and follow me: 

they walked together till they came to the place where the 
root of the tree now ſtands. Abraham then told Lot to 
plant the three firebrands together, and told him to bring 
water from” the river Jordan, and trier them until they 
ſhould ſhoot branches ; admoniſhing him at the ſame time, 


- that if he thould meet any perſon on his return, with the 
water from the river, who ſhould aſk him for drink, That he 


ſhould immediately give to them, and throw away what re- 

mained, and return to the river and refill his veſſel. He 
ſound many obſtructions, as he frequently met perſons he 
afked for drink; at length, however, he contrived to water 


[them | three times : the branches having ſhot forth of a ſuffi- 


cient length, he twiſted them together, and they grew as one 
trunk ; he then went to Abraham, and informed him of it, 
. who: told him that God had forgiven kim his crime; and ad- 


viſed him to be comforted, Top tree, in gar of time, | 
"ZIG >< grew 
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* aid care to collect the fruit Fo this 1 
| plantation for their own” uſe; and when | 
they are pleaſed to give ſome portion of it 

_ to the fraternity of the convent, s EA ook f 
upon it as a. Fe Fer e en 
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Near this batte wil the Arch; 
are the pools of King Solomon, three in 
number. It is believed that this king's 
gardens were in this place, as it abounds 
with very fine theings © of water; by the 
| e it ſeems as * there Bel! been 


7 $135 03 $193: 14. 

| n very 3 1 * 8 built his temple, = 
archite& wanted a large beam to put over the gate of the 
temple. Solomon gave orders that this tree ſhould: be cut 
down for that purpoſe. The architect having, meaſured the 
place, prepared the beam, which he made from the tree ac- 
cordingly : but when it was about to be put in its deſtined 
place, it was found teo ſhort, though he had meaſured it 
prior to ita being raiſed up; when it was lowered to tbe 
ground again, it was found that it meaſured long enough: 
Solomon therefore obſerved, that as it was a tree produced 
by ſin, God would not ſuffer that it ſhould be placed in his 
tabernacle ; it was afterwards put over. the brock of Cedron 
to ſerve as a bridge; but the Jews, out of malice to Chriſt, | 
made the croſs of this wee, as they conſidered it a tree of 
ie Alen 22 3 
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more in number; they are of an oblong 8 
ſquare, one after the other - The Water, 
after, it ills the firſt, .cotnmuniggtes, tu the 
other two. They meaſure. in length, 
about forty four feet each, in breadth 
thirty, and in depth twelve. As I have 
mentioned theſe pools, it will be like wiſe 
necęſſary to deſoribe that in which Jeſus 
Chriſt cured the en n as ee 
Fu. eres. 0 5 2 11 * ; 
This wool Bats, on the lefe Wop ns 
out of the gate of Damaſcus towards the 
weſt, and not far from the walls of the 
city; it is built of ſquare ſtanes, At pre- 
ſent there are .ouly .two arches franding, 
and part of the third. the whole lerigth 
of this pool, which extends from north to 
ſouth, of what appears, is about. twenty 
yards in length, ten in breadth, and about 
ſeven in depth; the water Which is in it 
is always thick, and is ſerviceable: t pre- 
ſent to the inhabitants for watering their 
cattle, as on. the ſurface of the earth there 
are ſome reſervoirs of hewn ſtone,, | in which 
0 On they 
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: they pour the water after it is drawn from 
the pool, This water, Lam of opinion, 
is collefte@in ob in be rainy Jagrrirg wall 
noe a ring - | " 


The road gen * e ts this place, 


as alſo the adjacent country, and the decli- 


vity of the mountain, which is not far 
from this place, abounds with fragrant 
trees and plants, ſuch as roſe, and caſſia 
trees, lavender, roſemary, margeram, and 
other plants, which in the ſpring ſeaſon 
perfume” the whole country. All theſe 
aromatic trees and plants grow wild with- 
out any cultivation. The Arabs collect 
great quantities of theſe roſes, which they 
ſell to the different convents ; from them 
is extracted the beſt roſe water in all 
Turky, which is exparted 3 from hence is 


a very eaſy aſcent to the aforeſaid moun- | 


tain. To the eaſt part of this mount is 
the town and convent of Saint John; the 
- town [contains about two hyndred houſes, 
and the convent; it is believed the latter 
: lande en the ſame * where the father of 
DR Saint 
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now belongs to the Romith friars ; near it 


* / 


Saint John the Baptiſt's houſe was, which 


is the rock which was ſplit in two, and re- 


ceived Elizabeth with the babe when ſhe 


was purſued by Herod's ſoldiers. The in- 


habitants of this town are moſtly of the 
Romiſh perſuaſion, a few of 'the Greek, 
and the reſt Mahometeus. 


; "iow. I ——_—_ the 8 of. the 
Holy Land, according to the obſervations 


| have made. As for Samaria, Gallilee, 


and the reſt of the country, I muſt refer 
my curious readers to other authors, as my 


intention was only to deſeribe the capital 


places in which our Saviour was born, ſuf- 
fered, where he roſe and aſeended into 


heaven, and which are frequented annu- 


ally by devout Chriſtians from diſtant ; 


countries. 
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NOW as I 8 We EE" that I would 


inform the reader of the· modern patriarchs 
of the Holy See, I proceed to relate, in a 
conciſe manner, the tranfactions of theſe 
patriarchs, who preſided in the Holy Land 
from the year of our Lord 1518, to the 


preſent time. - Sultan Selim having con- 
quered Egypt, and paſſing through the 


Holy Land, the Chriſtians of Jeruſalem 
preſented a memorial to him, requeſting, 
that in future the Patriarch of Jeruſalem 
ſhould be choſen out of the native clergy, 
and not from foreign; they likewiſe re- 
queſted that all the holy places ſhould be in 
their own poſſeſſion, and not in any other 
nation which is not of the Greek perſua- 
ſion, except by their own conſent. The Sul- 
tan was pleaſed to grant their requeſt, with 
a Hat Sheriff, or a ſacred command, pro- 
vided they would pay the annual fees to 
the ſublime Porte. This order being ob- 

tained, the ſee being vacant, they choſe 
from out of their clergy the firſt patriarch, 
wh not having it in his power to pay the 
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FIR of the Porte, that of the chiefs of the 
Holy Land, and for his ſupport, was obli- 
ged to borrow mwney from the Jews, at 
high intereſt, and pledged ſome valuable 
goods of the church as ſecurity. This 


method of borrowing and pledging the 
goods of the church became, in time, very 
_ unpleaſant to the Chriſtians, and to the 


cletgy. Two of theſe native patriarchs 


having ended their lives in this century, 


the third, by name Abdallah, was choſen ; 
and having no other reſource; he let the 


convent of Saint James the Zebedy to the 


Armenians for two hundred ducats per an- 


5 num; he let likewiſe that of Saint John 


the Evangelift to the Romith Friars at the 
ſame price, and condition; both which 
convents were afterwards claimed by theſe 
nations at the Porte, proving with falſe 
witneſſes and bribery, that they had pur- 


chaſed them, and by theſe means became 


poſſeſſors of them, and hold them to this 
day; however, in the year 3 578, a cler- 


gSyman, of a pious life, a native of Pelopo- 
| neſus, or Morea, of the n name of Germa- 


4 


nus, 
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nus, came to the Holy Land with ſome 
pilgrims to viſit the holy places out of de- 
votion; but finding the patriarch and the 
church in that diſmal ſituation, offered his 
ſervices to him, not only of his own for- 
tune, but even wrote letters to many of his 
countrymen, and to the biſhops, to raiſe a 
contribution among themſelves, and ſend 
aſſiſtance for the ſupport of the Holy See. 
The patriarch having obtained a little relief 
of this pious and learned clergyman, begged 
of him not to depart from the Holy Land, 
but to ſtay with him, and accept of being 
his ſucceſſor, as he could not find any per- 
ſon in his dioceſe ſo well qualiſied for that 
charge. He accordingly, out. of zeal for 
the re-eſtabliſhment 'of the Holy See, ac- 
cepted the invitation, and, by the patri- 
arch's recommendation to the clergy, . ſuc- 
ceeded him after his death in that. dignity. 
As ſoon as he ſettled ſome of his affairs in 
Jeruſalem, regulating theclergy, and having 
appointed a council and a vicar out of ſomęe 
foreign, clergymen, whom he invited to 
come to the Holy Land from different 
EA countries 
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countries he departed for Conſtantinople to 
renew the order of the Grand Seignior. | 
Having obtained this grant by the aſſiſtance 
of the then Patriarch of Conſtantinople, 
and the whole communiy of that ſee, of 
whom he obtained likewiſe ſome aſſiſtance 
in money, which was ſent to Jeruſalem by 
the pilgrims; many of the Chriſtians hear- 
| ing the diſtreſs of the church, out of zeal, 
went perſonally for its relief; he after- 

wards defired permiſſion from the Patri- 
arch of Conſtantinople to viſit ſome of the 
dioceſes of his ſuffragan biſhops, to. beg 
the affiſtance of the Chriſtians in behalf of 
the Holy See. The Patriarch having com- 

plied with his deſire, he departed for Wa- 
| lachia and Moldavia. The princes of theſe 
two principalities received him with cordi- 
ality and great reſpect. Having contri- 
buted themſelves towards paying part of 

the debt of the Holy See, they gave orders 
alſo to their ſubjects, that every one, ac- 
cording to his circumſtances, ſhould aſſiſt 
the Patriarch for the relief of the Holy 
| Sepulchre, and make 3 contribution! in 


x their 


E 
their power. The Patriarch having ob- 
tained this aſſiſtance, departed from thence, 
and, viſiting ſome other dioceſes, from 
which he received ſufficient ſupplies, 
went to Jeruſalem, paid part of the 
debt, and the heavy intereſt of twenty and 
thirty per cent: he alſp redeemed part of 
the church plate, which was put in pledge 
as aforeſaid. The pilgrims increaſing every 
year, and not having accommodations for 
their reception, he began to build ſome of 
the aforeſaid convents for their accom- 
modation, which involved him in great 
expences, not only for the buildings, but 
alſo for obtaining a licenſe from the Mullah 
and the Governor, beſides the fees of the 
Porte, and the baſhaw of Damaſcus. The 
natives, ſeeing once more their church re- 
eſtabliſhed, begun to ſhew great reſpect to 
their Patriarch, and ta the foreign clergy; 
who were increaſing in number; and the 
coming of the pilgrims made them induſ- 
trious in employing themſelves in ſome arts 
and mercantile buſineſs. This patriarch 
having devated himſelf to the welfare af 
5 Fs | the 
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the church and his flock, for many years, 
died, after having recommended to the 
clergy for his ſuccetior a countryman of 
his, of the name of 'Sophronius, who not 
only imitated the life of his predeceſſor, 
but even his undertakings. Having lived 
to an old age, he reſigned his dignity, by 
the conſent of the clergy, to Theophanes, 
a man of no leſs piety and learning. The- 
ophanes left for his ſucceſſor, by the com- 
mon conſent of the counſel and clergy, 
Paiſins of Morea. This prelate alſo, after 
he had viſited many foreign dioceſes, ob- 
tained permiſſion from the Porte to pay a 
viſit to the Czar of Muſcoyy, who was 
then Alexius, father of Peter the Great. 
The Czar received him with a cordial re- 
ſpect, and furniſhed him with a ſufficient 
ſum of money; in the mean time he ſent 
his crown and a Goſpel in the Hilleric lan- 
guage, in folio, covered with mafly gold, 
and adorned with jewels and pearls, toge- 
ther with other golden utenſils, for the ſer- 
vice of the church and the holy ſepulchre. 

The Parriarch, after he had ſtaid there 
ſome 


Cm 

ſome time, till he was fo far acquainted 
with the Ruſſian language as to inſtruc 
the Ruſſian clergy in the rights of the 
Greek church, (who were then very 1gno- 
rant in point of learning) took his leaye 


from the Czar, and came back to Conſtan- 


tinople; from thence he went to Jenuſalem, 


and conſigned the things he received from 


the Czar, and from his Grandees, to the 
treaſure of the church; he alſo diminiſhed 
the debt gf his ſee, and after a year's re- 
ſidence, nat being able to comply with the 


great demands of the governor, and other | 


Chiefs of the country, he went back to 
Conſtantinople, and obtained there, from 
the family of Cantacuſino, the preſent pa- 
Jace and church of Saint George the Mar- 
tyr, which belonged to it, for his reſidence, 
and that of his ſucceſſors; he afterwards 
departed from thence and went to Iberia, 
commonly called Georgia, and took with 
him the famous Doſitheus, who was then 


a deacon : after he had paid his viſits to 


. both. of the princes of that country, name- 
b. , Hemaret and Tifliſe, and to the two 
P 4 arch- 
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archbiſhops, who ſtile themſelves the firſt 
Catholics of lower Iberia, and the ſecond 
that of the upper, who aſſiſted him with 
money, and valuable preſents for the uſe 
of the church, he paſſed through Trabe- 
font and Sinope, on the coaſt of the Black 
Sea, and from thence came back to Con- 
ſtantinople; there he found that +. Jew 
merchant had repreſented to the Porte, 
that the Patriarch had a crown in his poſ- 
ſeſſion of great value, which were made a | 
preſent to him by the Zar of Muſcovy. 
The Patriarch was accordingly ordered to 
produce it: he denied that it was ſuch as 
had been repreſented, and that it was left 
at Jeruſalem. The Porte would not give 
credit to his aſſertion, and ſent a capugee, 
or porter, to Jeruſalem, to fetch it. Pro- 
videntially, x Greek jeweller being on a 
pilgrimage there, and the beathreir: of the 
convent ' having obtained notice before 
hand, offered to change the precious ſtones, 
and put falſe ones in their ſtead ; which 
being” performed, it was carried to'Con- 


ſtantinople, and in that ſtate was ſhewn to 
| the 


(237 ) 
the Grand Scignior ; and upon being ex- 
amined by his jewellers, was returned 


back; but the poor Patriarch, being an old 


man, and having ſuffered a ſevere impri- 
ſonment during this tranſaction, beſides 


the great fees which he paid to the Porte, 
and to the different miniſters, the whole ſo 


much depreſſed his mind, that he died of 
grief. After his death the brethren of the 
convent of Mount Sina ſent a pious and 
learned clergyman to Jeruſalem to be ap- 
pointed their archbiſhop, as the ſee of that 
place was vacant. The council and the 
-clexgy having heard of the death of their 
Patriarch, prevailed on this pious man to 
ſucceed him in his office; v hich he ac- 
cepted. His name was Nectarius, a na: 
tiye of the iſle of Crete, or Candia. In 


his time the Romiſh miſſionaries ſpread | 


their Popiſh doctrine over all Syria and 
Paleſtine, and, with their golden ſermons 
in one hand, and indulgence in a more li- 
centious courſe of life. than the Greek 
church permitted in the other, inclined 


many of tho the Chriſtians to change their 


party. 


— 
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party. The Patriarch ſeeing this uſurpas 
tion of the Romiſh church, and enraged 
that ſome of the holy places were taken 
from him by the French ambaſſador's in- 
tereſt with the Porte, began to expoſe, by 
writing, the ill and anti- chriſtian conduct 
of the biſhops of Rome: he wrote a book 
in the antient Greek language, called, 
Evi]eypolor role Jg Nau EXKANTIGG, 
ſignifies in Engliſh, © An Eflay againſt the 
“Latin Church; in which he gives 
firſt an explicit and clear account of the 
_ eſtabliſhed Chriſtian faith of the Oriental 
church, commonly called Greek, and then - 
enumerates the wrong principles of the 
| biſhops of Rome, and eſſ pectally their diſſi- 
pated and corrupted lives, Amongſt the 
other Popes, he expoſes Johanna, on whom 
he compoſed the following epigram in 
Geek: | 
G Tama; Ji 9 eyyuporioas 7* de 6 Las 09 n 
rat Tuv TaPws wvwc0yoa, Jo TGT "Joy HNA en: 4 
The Engliſh: of which is as follows: 
A certain Pope 'being pregnant, it was 
my for him to bring forth as a fe- 
0 male; 


C an Ki 
male; and being known as a real woman, 
ſhe ſuckles the little Pope *. He cauſed 
this work to be printed in Moldavia,” and 
diſperſed feveral copies of it to the mem- 


bers of the Greek church, gratis. He died 


in the beginning of the preſent century, 


and left far his ſucceſſor, with the appro- 
bation of the council, and the reſt of the 


clergy, Doſitheus, a native of Morea, and 
of the family of Notara, ' This Patriarch, 


'* The reader will obſerve this to be a literal tranſlation. 
The ſtory of this Pope Johanna is as follows : A cer- 
tain lady of great ingenuity diſguiſed herſelf in mens? appa- 
rel, and having got acceſs among the cardinals and the reſt 
5 the clergy, was looked upon as a learned perſon : they 


had admitted her into holy orders. She uſed to have a 


tame pidgeon that was trained up to come upon her ſhoul- 
der, and take a grain of wheat out of her ear: at the time 
of electing a Pope, ſhe was preſent ; the pidgeon miſſing her, 
flew into the place where the election was carrying on, and, 
as accuſtomed, perched upon her ſhoulder, and attempted to 
look for the wheat in her ear. The electors obſerving this 
paradox, thought it was the Holy Ghoſt come to ſpeak to 
her; they, in one voice, choſe her for Pope. She continued 
her diſguiſe for a long time; at length, being familiar with 
one of her pages, ſhe became pregnant. This epigram was 
written on the occaſion to ridicule the infallibl ty of their 


Pope. 


n 
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befides the fatigues which he undertook in 


collecting money in his travels from all 
the well-diſpoſed Ch: iſtians, for the ſake. 
of diminiſhing the debt of his ſee, de- 
fraying the fees of the Porte, and of the 
government of the Holy Land, expences 
in repairing the church of Bethlehem as 
aforeſaid, and other buildings, and his own 
expences; he was indefatigable in defence 
of the Oriental church againſt that of 
Rome ; he not being verſed in the Latin 
language, prevailed on a Greek phyſician 
ta tranſlate for him, Anaſtatius, Bibliothe- 
carius, Belarminus, and other modern au- 
thors, who wrote in fayour of the Pope's 
authority; he then began to demonſtrate 
from the Scripture, the general -councils, 
and from the fathers of the church, that 
the Pope's authority is a fallacious one, 
built upon tyrannical principles and uſur- 
pation : he wrote upon this ſubje& three 
folio volumes, one of which he denomi- 
nated by the name of Charity, the next 
that of Joy, and the third of Reconcili- 
ation; he afterwards wrote that moft co 

| 5 


4 
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pious work, which is in a large folio, in 
two volumes, and called it, IlepiJwy "ty 
"TeporoAupor; Td]pragytuouy Juv z Which is in 
Engliſh, . Concerning the Patriarchs who 
«4 prefided in Jeruſalem.” This work 
contains an eccleſiaſtical and profane hiſ- 
tory : he attacks the Pope's monarchy, 
-ahd the novelties which were introduced 


into the Romiſh church againſt the ſenſe 


of the Scripture, aud the principles of the 
church of Chriſt; in ſhort, he left ho- 


thing unattempted againſt the deſpotiſm of 


the Romiſh church. All theſe works were 
printed in Balachia by his order, and he 
cauſed to be diſtributed many copies, 
gratis, to the Chriſtians; and for the ſake 
of thoſe who were not verſed in the an- 
tient Greek language, wrote his works in 
the modern ſtile, intermixt with the old 
one, in order to be underſtood by them, 
and guard themſelves from the doc- 
-trine of the Romiſh miſſionaries; for 
ſeeing himſelf that he was not able to 
bear this fatigue alone, he created his 
nephew, Chriſanthus, of the ſame fa- 

mily, 
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mily, an Archimadrite, (a title which an- 
ſwers to that of Dean). This Chriſanthus 
having compleated his ſtudies, in the 
Greek literature, with the permiſſion of his 5 
uncle, went to the univerſity of Padua, in 
Venice, and ſtudied there the Latin lan- 
guage, mathematics, and aſtronomy; from 
thence he went to Bolognia, and finiſhed 
all his ſtudies, according to the modern 
ſyſtem of learning; then he viſited moſt 
of the univerſities, in Europe, eſpecially 
thoſe of France, and was preſented to 
Louis the fourteenth with all the ceremo- 
nies due to an archimandrite of the Holy 
See; he then returned to Conſtantinople, 
and aſſiſted the Patriarch in the printing 
and correcting the afore- mentioned works. 
Dothiſeus having departed this life ſome 
years after; Chriſanthus, with the conſent 
of the council, and all the clergy, ſuc- 
ceeded his uncle, Who, after having ga- 
thered ſufficient money from the Chriſ- 
tians to pay the annual fees of the Porte, 
and to the chiefs of the Holy Land, pre- 
prepared materials to rebuild. the great 
dome 
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dome of the Holy Sepulchre, and with 
great difficulty obtained leave from the 
Porte for this purpoſe. He embarked all 
the neceſſaries on board a French vefle}, 
and he; with another, went to the Holy 
Land; there he was obliged to 1nvent ma- 
chines and carts, for the purpoſe-of carry+ 
ing the large beams, which meaſured up- 
wards of fifty feet each in length, and two 
in diamete, as they appear now ; he was 
likewiſe obliged to make great preſents to 
the Governor of Gaza, and to the Chiefs 
of Halil el-Rahman, and other Arabs, to 
make a new road, and gixe him permiſſion 

for the tranſportation of theſe materials 
| through their territories,” Having obtained 
his deſire, all the things. arrived ſafe in Je- 
ruſalem through the above- mentioned 
places, and then by way of Jericho. 
The carpenters which he brought with 
him from Conſtantinople being ready, he 
Joſt no time in putting in execution his de- 
ſign, as the fler of the Porte, which he 
obtained on this occafion, was a limited 
one, that the whole work ſhould be finiſhed 


# 
84 „ 


in 
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in ſuch a period ; however, he compleated 
his undertaking before. the expiration of the 
appointed time; beſides chis building, he 
added likewiſe ſome others to his convent, 
and ſome houſes, which belonged to his 
college. [ "He eſtabliſhed the academy in 
the canvent of Saint N icholas, and having 
compleated all his temporary affairs 1 in the 
Holy Land, took. his departure by land for 
Conſtantinople; at which place he com- 
poſed his ſpherics, conic ſections, mathe- 
matics, aſtronomy, and the deſcriptiog of 
the Holy Land, with an ichnography (or 
plan) of the church of the Holy Sepul- 
chre. (Theſe works were printed after- 
wards at Venice). He added to the libra- 
ries of Jeruſalem, and of his palace at Con- 
ſtantinople ſeveral hundred books. | In 
- ſhort, in the time. of theſe two Patriarchs, 
the Greek church regained her former 
ſplendour. . After his death, Meletius, a 
countryman of his, ſucceeded him ; but: 
being an old and infirm man, fave, years 
after his ſucceſſion to tha: dignity, re- 
_ gn ed his vocation, with the approba- 
Fold tion 


tion of his a mo the clergy, and 
Parthenius Calogirà of Athens Was ap- 
pointed inſtead of him, a man of great 


knowledge in literature, and of a pious | 


life. Finding himſelf involved in the debt 
of his ſee, he reſolved to make a tour 
over the Turkiſh dominions, and aſk the 
aſſiſtance of the Chriſtians on the behalf 
of it. He did not fail in this enterprize 
of obtaining a ſufficient ſum of money 

from the princes of Moldavia and Wals⸗- 


chia, from all the Chriſtians of Thrace, 


Macedonia, Greece, and .of ſome of the 
iſlands, by the aid of his perſonal virtue 
and perſuaſive ſermons. After five years 
travelling for this cauſe he came to Jeruſa- 
lem in the year 1753, paid off part of the 
debt and intereſt ; and as he found thei in- 
tereſt at the enormous rate of twenty and 
thirty per cent, he wiſely endeavoured to 
diminiſh it, by pretending to pay off the 
whole of the principal. The Jews hear- 
ing his propoſal, and not knowing what 
to do with their money, offered him to 
keep the principal, and faid they would 

2 II. n be 
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be ſatkeßed, if he Would give them eight 
er cent.; Winch diet, "with a Hxtle indif- 


ferehce, be accepted. By this ſttatagem 
He towertl the debt Bath due hundred 1 


eighty thoufand dollars to Ashy. 


Ar this Umé of thils Viite of the Pick 
to the Holy Lanid, Huſein Bey, a native of 
Sat, And feudztory prince of thar place, 
was eovetiivr of Feriifalem, à man of a 
ll difp6fitton -and affability, to Whom 1 
"eatrjed from Conſtantinople letters of re- 


_ <omttiendation. He ſhewed me the greateſt | 


civility and Protection during my ſtay i in 
*the Holy Land. This prince, in "Ut year 
2 755 5 Was created a baſhaw of two talls 
fo Bars and its territories, throv h che 
Mas "of "the Grand Signior's s chief 
Eunuch, "named Mähamut, Who! in * 
ray to "Mecea, paid a viſit to the holy 


I city.” in x che year 15%, and encamped near 


dhe! gärdehs F before Ueſcribed previous to 


f Shs lion of the city; to whom Hu- 
7 Feit Bey not only ſhewed great reſpect and 
Ken Bi bur be Was recommended bythe 


Con- 


(  ) 
Convents; and almoſt by all the chiefs of 
the city, for his worthy behaviour and con · 
duct. Being pleaſed with bis charaQtery 
he wrote. to the Bathaw of Damaſcus, 
who was then Rahip Mahomet, to xecoms | 
mend Huſein to the Porte as a proper per- 
ſon to govern in that part of the Turkiſh | 
dominions 3 in the mean time he himſelf 
ſent letters to his friends at Conſtautingple Y 
on this account. HFHuſein Bey therefore 
left Jeruſalem in che month of May, in the 
ſame year, and went to Gaza, and Was 
there, to my knowledge, until the year 
1756; at which time I left the Holy Land 
in the middle of May, (fo that even in this 
Mr. Volney falls ſhort in his acenunt of 
this prince and the Baſhaws of Damaſcus.) 
The Patriarch having ſtaid a whole year 
mn Jeruſalem, in which ſpaces as he was 
one evening fitting in the open air, on the 
top of his college, and converſing with 
ſome of. his Suffragan hiſhops and archi» 
mandrites, or deans, he was ſeized with an 
apaplectic fit, which brought him near tio 


| ee he however, e _ a fer _— 


by 


—— —— 


by the Divine aſſitarie 


tan) 


ee; and proper 4 ton 
tion of a Greek Phynelen, recovered his 
health, and went afterwards eo Conſtanti- 

nople; at which place, in the year 1766, 

he died by another attack of the ſame diſ- 
order, and left for his ſucceſſor, according 
to the cuſtom, Ephraim, an Athenian, a 
man of no leſs piety and learning, who 
was formerly Metropolitan of Bethlehem. 


He had diſtinguiſhed himſelf by bis abili- 
ties in the iſle of Patmos, (where he ended 
| his ſtudies,) at Cyprus, where, by an invi- 


tation: of the archbiſhop of that country, | 


he kept an academy for the Greek litera- | 


ture for many years; from thence he went 
to Jeruſalem, where, after a few years re- 


ander he was elevated to the aforeſaid : 


dioceſe. He died in the year 1 mn, and 
left for his ſucceſſor the renowned Sophro- 
hius, "whoſe apoſtolic life and character 
diſtinguiſhed him, not only among the 
Chfiſtians of his perſuaſion, but even 
among the Armenians and Mahometans. 
Rahip Mubornet Baſhaw, Who was tranſ- _ 
ated in the year 1758 from the Paſhawlic 

of 
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of Damaſcus | to the Grand Vizirſnip, uſed 


to ſend for him: in private for the ſake of 
his wiſe converſation. This hana 
was a native of Berria, or Aleppo; a 

before he was eighteen years of | wen 
to Jeruſalem, not only to viſt t "he Holy 


Land, but likewiſe to acquire t the know- | 


ledge of the Greek literature, who, after 


he was well verſed, both in the Arabic and 


Greek languages, was created Metropolitan 
of Ptolmaida, or Saint John Dacri. At 


this · time, which was in the year 1751, the 


RNomiſh miſſionaries having ſeduced into 


Damaſcus and Aleppo many Chriſtians of 


the Greek church to their doctrine, he, 


vithout the conſent of his. patriarch, and 
Who was then Parthenius, left him as his 


vicar, out of zeal took with him Paifius, a 
native of the iſle of Patmos, a man of equal 


merit and zeal with Sophronius, maſter of 


the academy of Jeruſalem, and went to 


the aforeſaid place to oppoſe the doc» 


trine of theſe impoſtors ; but the miſ- 


ſionaries having bribed: the Baſhaw. of 
this N ple aces with valuable preſents and 


money, 


. 
— 7 \ : 


. 
money, be took up Sophronjus and Pais, 
ſpas upon a falſe pretonęe, put them in 
chains, 2nd in cloſe impriſonment. How: 
ever; after a few months, the Patriarch 
prevailed upon the Chriftians af Conſtanti- 
nople, by his letters to them, Who were 
abſent then, to intereſt themſclyes to the 
Porte for their releaſe, which they did; 
but it coft the Patriarch, on this occaſion, 
twenty thouſand Turkiſh dollars, The 
maſter of che academy was ordered to re- 
turn to his palace at Jeruſalem, and the 
prelate to Conſtantinople; at Which place 
he - remainei, going from one church ti 
another, preaching in the "Turkiſh lan: 
guage, gratis, till the death of Ephraim, 
who leſt him as his ſucceſſor as aforeſard, 
though jt was with great difficulty he Was 
Motte eee, rad 


| Samwvel; Patriarch af Confluninople) 
having departed 1 this life i in the year 1776; 
the Chriſtians of Conſtantinople, with one 
Voice; wanted him ito be tranſlated to that 
See; but he being Ans to accept it, 
0 ; they 


they prevailed.on 1 by the. order of the 


Porte; on which account he. was tranſ- | 
lated from the See of Jerufalem to that of 


_ Conſtantinople, and appointed the preſent 
a patriarch, Abramiys, a native of Georgia, 

who, from his youth, had his edycation 
; the reſt of his cds 4 's from Paifius. He 
Was 3 man of no le s knowledge, piety, 


and virtue, than his predeceſſor; 2 and if he | 


18 ſtill alive, he muſt be now in his ſeven- 
| tieth year of. age. With theſe four laſt 
Patriarchs J had the honour of being i inti- 
mately 1 before they were ele- 
yated to the dignity of Pat riarchs ; and 


afterwards, eſpecially the latter, r, who, when 
1,was. at Rana on leave, came 3 Pruſſa 


with ſome pilgrims for Jeruſalem, and was 


then an archimandrite, with wham 1 re- 
newed my old acquaintance z ; and when 


Selim Aga of o our party, governor « of Lydda | 


and Rama, Wag T eady to accompany the 
Pilgrims as far as the territories of Fa 
JAE, according to the cuſtom, 1 alſo 
| ͤ .. 8 
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went part of the way” for the abore-men- 
TL archimanrite's 8 fake, | "TRE HIS 

Thus far I relate the akin FORE 
| bf the Holy See; 'which narration, J hope, 
wall be acceptable to the well · diſpoſed 
Teader, and incline him ts glorify the Di- 
vine Providence which was pleaſed to 
endow this Holy See with ſuch perſons in 
the time of barbariſm, tyrannic,” and op- 
prefive government. The reader” muſt 
obſerve, that the collegiate'priefts Monks, 
and nuns, who reſide in the different con- 
vents in the Holy Land, are all from fo- 
reign countries, as none of the natives are 
permitted to reſide with them. Out of 
the number of the collegiate prieſts, ar- 
| chimandrites, and biſhops, the Patriatch of 


- 7 the See is choſen; and no ſtranger who does 


not belong g to the above ſociety can obtain 
7 

any of the faid offices, except he is a man 
of diſtin&tion in point of learning and mo- 

: cality, and has lived for ſome time with 

them, and done any ſervice to the Holy See 

in any other thing.” . 8. 

Fu? 


- 
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I muſt beg of che candid reader to ſpare 


his criticiſm, in point of the meaſurement 
of the different places which 1 deſcribe in 


this work. In caſe I am not exact, as the 
moſt part of it is my ovvn. conjecture, and 


not by a real geographical. inſtrument, a8 at 


that time: had not the leaſt: notion of be · 


coming an author: : however, as neeeſſity, 
which is the parent .of induſtry, has en- 
gaged me in this, I have preſented the 
teader with deſcriptions made from. obſer- 


vations, and with accounts, of which 
be” data an. N witneſs. - 
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- THOSE of this FE RING who, out 
of devation, and not for the purpoſe of 
being called Hagee, and diſtinguiſhed from 
the other Chriſtiaps, (as the ſuppaſed Mr. 
Volney relates in his pretended travels) in 
general are the following, who repair ta 
Conſtantinople the latter end of Auguſt, 
and are Capadocians, Bethenians, of Tra- 
beſont, Sinope, aud Thracians. The firſt 
ſhip which carries theſe different people 
from the above place to Japha, or Joppa, 
and which, in general, is hired by the 
ſteward of the Patriarch, who puts in it 
the neceſſary proviſions, and timber for the 
Patriarch's | convent, fails the ſixth or 
| eighth of September, O. S. The pilgrims. 
are in general from eighty, to a hundred 
and twenty in number; if fewer, the ſhip 
touches at the Iſle of Cios, and takes in 
ſome 


(© 235 ) 
| an more, who croſs the water to that 
place from Aſia for the purpoſe, ! The next 
ſhip from the firſt place, carries thoſe who 
were not in time to ſail with the firſt ſhip, 
and alſo. thoſe of Metelin, Cios, Stankio, 
and Rhodus; after this, is that of Saloni · 
kio, which carries thoſe: of Macedonia, 
Theſſalia, and the reſt of Greece; then 
that of Smyrna. The laſt of all is thup 
of Satallia, Celicia, Cyprus, and the coaſt 
of Cyria. All theſe different ſhips bring 
to Joppa from 700 to 1 100 pilgrims,” men 
and women, with ſome of their children, 
aunually; theſe are of che Greek perſua · 
ſion. The Armenians in general ſurpaſs 
the number of the Gręeks in the pilgri- 
mage. Theſe people pay for their paſſage 
from the two frſt-mentigned' places, from 
twenty-ſix to twenty eight dollars, and 
carry with them all neeeſſaries, ſueh as bed · 
ding, utenſils for ook ing, and proviſions, 
As ſoon as they arrive at Joppx, thoſe of 
the Greek are receiyed by the Abbe. of the 
ſame-nomination in his convent; and thoſe 
of the Armenian by their own. Thejt 
| baggage 


, 
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baggage at Joppa, and i in other places i in 
the Holy Land, is never examined by the 
cuſtom-houſe officers, as the: abbe of the 
convent is anſwerable for it. The com- 
miſſioner of the cuſtom- houſe only counts 
the number of the pilgrims: each: of 
whom pay to the abbe ſeven dollars and 
4 N. ang the Aten half of the above 
Fe of the Bs Joc Sd, 
the reſt goes to the Governor of the place, 
and to the Subaltern officers.. They in ge- 
neral likewiſe make a preſent to the abbe, 
or ruler of the convent; each of them of 
five dollars, and ſorne ten, for the preſer- 
vation of the church there, the college, 
and for his own expences. Two or three 
days after their arrival, the abbe or ruler of 
the convent, writes to that of Rama, and 
mentions the number of pilgrims, and the 


| quantity of their baggage; he therefore, in- 


forms the Governor of: that place, who acy 
cordingly orders the Arabs to provide ca- 
mels, mules, horſes, and. aſſes, for their uſe, 
| Theſe being ſent to Joppay-the Governor 
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| himſelf, roche the neceſſary guards, repair 
thither, ati eſcort che pilgrims, wir their 
baggage," to Rama, where they ate recei 
into the convent by the abbe. They pey 
to the abbe four dollars and a half each, 
and the infants half price; four of theſe 
dollars are paid to to the governor, arid the 
half one to tlie officers ;-each of the pil- 
grims makes a preſent to the abbe of five 
dollars for the ſupport of the chureh, con- 
vent, and himſelf. Phey ſtay in general 
there three days, till the vicar of the Pa- 
triarch informs the governot of Jeruſalem 
of their number, who ſends orders to the 
chiefs of the Arabs to take care that thelr 
people” do not obſtruct or moleſt any of 
them, ör their property, in their way to 
that place, as their fees are paid to himby | 
the Patriarch's vicar. The chiefs accotd- 
ingly, on receiving their fees from the go - 
vernor; promiſe to. keep peace, and make 
their people retire to à diſtance from che 
road. All theſe things deing thus pre- 
pared, the governor of Rama accompanies 
the pilgrims, with their * as far as 


his 
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bis juriſdiction extends: at which place, 
which is the half wæy to Jeruſalem, he des 
Hrers his truſt to the governor of Jeruſa · 
ker,” who is eneamped there on purpoſe 


| with : Rig troops to receive them. After | 
mutual compliments over, a cup of coffee, 


ant pipes; have paſſed between the two go · 

vetneft, they” par; the firſt for Rama, 
atid the ſecond, wich the pilgrims, to Je- 
ruſaletn, Where they in general arrive at 
about five o'clock in the afternoon; and are 
Jedzed: far three or four days in the parci- 
arch's wollege: As ſoon as they are a little 
vefreſhed from the fatigue of the journey, 
they all go on the top of the convent, 


which is flat: feats being prepared there 
thr that purpoſe, the men ſear themſelves 
in dne place, and the women in anpther. 


The Monks bring water in large baſons, 
and wath the men's feet, and, after having 
wiped them with a towel, they kiſs the 
right foot of the-pilgrim, who, in return. 


kifſes the monk's farchead ; then they. pour 
wuter to them to wafhi their hands untl 
: "fate from buyer a cer t other Monks go 


t 
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to the women's frdeg and pour watet from 
an ewer to wafh their hands and face. This 
ceremony being over, they go to che church 
of the coltege and heat evening prayers; 
from' thence they are conducted to anether 
place, where ſupper is prepated for Wem, 
fuch as the collegiates eat ; for they never 
permit any Kind of tneat in the pacriarch's- 
college. This repaſt being over, they re- 
tire to different rooms for the night's rp. 
The bire of their carriage from Jepp o 
Jerofalem is at the following prices: — for 
a camel, five dollars, or ten fhilſings ;; for a 
horſe or "ute, - e and for an 1 
1 hon 90 


—— cheir a in ak Patriarch's 
ngethny are treated by the vicar here: — 
amongſt them who are diſpoſed to beſtow 
any charity forthe ſupport of the Holy See, 
are called into the council room, and fub- 
ſcribe : in general each of them give from 
fifty to two hundred dollars. This money, 
and that which the collectors of the Patri 
k urch, who are ſent by:him for this purpoſe 
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into forei gn dioceſes, had acqui ired for the 
ſpace of ſix years, is appropriated to de- 
fray che fees of the Porte, of the chiefs of 
| the Holy Land, to pay the Arabs; for re- 
pairing: the buildings which belong to. the 
aid ſec, ſor paying the intereſt of the debt, 
and for the maintenance of the collegiate 
ſociety. and the poor of Jeruſalem: which 
annual expences are computed to be eighty 
thouſand dollars, and ſometimes amounts 
to 100,000... The annual income is from 
ſeventy to ſeventy eight, and very ſeldom 
to eighty thouſand. After they have done 
with their ſubſcription,. the vicar ſends an 
order to Mutevelee, and to the key- 
| Keeper, ta come and open the door of che 
church of the Reſurrection, into which 
they. are conducted by the: ſteward of the 
pilgrims, vcho is appointed by the vicar to 
_ - qanduct:them. into all the different places 
during their ſtay in the Holy Land, whyjs 
one of the collegiate, prieſta. The treaſurer 
ef che church, after the pilgrims have: vi- 
fited all: the places whieb have mentioned 
| in the. — this en invites 
7 them 
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thin to 2 * of vegetables and rice; 
At this place every one of the pilgrims 
gives to the treaſurer from five th ten, 


twenty, forty, fifty; and ſome few to 2 


hundred dollars, towards the experſces- of 
the church. After they have finiſhed their 
devotions, they are conducted. back” to the 
college. © During their abſence; while in 
the church, which continues a day, and 
ſometimes two, the vicar ſends for the 
abbes of the following corrvents: Saint 
Joh the Baptiſt, that of Abraham, Saint 
Demetrius, Saint Michael, and Saint George 
the Martyr; to whom he recommends to 
take ſo many pilgrims each, and lodge 
therm in their college: they accordingly re- 
ceive their number, and accommodate them 
fo many in each room: thoſe that have 
their wives with them are accommodated 
together, and thoſe that are ſingle in ano- 
ther place. The firſt day they are treated 
by the abbe of the convent, and the reft 
of their ſtay they prövide for themlelves, 
except wine, which. the - vicar, the trea- 
furer, and the abbes of the convents, ſend 
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them-as a preſent in turns. Each of theſe 
pilgrims pay the ſame ſum to the gover- 
nor, and other officers, as in Joppa, in 
coming to Jerufalem. The ſame ſum is 
repeated in all the aforeſaid places on leav- 
ing the Holy Land. Theſe pilgrims begin 
to come to the Holy Land from the latter 
end of September, to the beginning of 
March; during their ſtay there, the afore- 
ſaid ſteward conducts them to all the places 
which are near Jeruſalem, and afterwards 
as far as the conveut of the Holy Croſs, 
which is diſtant about ſix miles. In all 
theſe places they go without any other 
guard than the Janizaries, who are in the 
ſervice of the Patriarch, and are paid for 
the purpoſe of attending at the gate of the 
college, and the ſteward. Their pay is ten 
dollars per month. They are four in num- 
ber, and ſometimes fix, according as occa- 
ſion requires. The ſteward, either out of 
ignorance of the antient hiſtory, or cuſtom 
and tradition, ſhews the pilgrims ſome 
places; to which they, out of devotion, 
pay honourary reſpect, but not adoration, 
| | were 
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as ſome travellers have reported, particu- 


larly, Volney. The pilgrims, after they 


have viſited the adjacent places as above 


mentioned, viz. the church of Gethſe- 
mane, the valley of Jehoſaphat, the foun- 


tain of Siluam, Joab's Well, and the Mul- 
. berry Tree, to which it is believed Iſaiah 
was tied, and ſawed in two by a wooden 
ſaw, as mentioned before — the Potter's 
field, or Aceldamà, Mount Sion, Bethany, 


Mount Olivet, the Prophets Tombs, the 


Prophet Baruch's Cave and Garden, and 
thoſe which are within the city. On the 
ſecond of December, O. S., they are ac- 
companied by ſome of the governor's 
troops, a biſhop, with, ſome clergy, and 


Monks, to the convent of St. Sabba, with- | 


out any woman in their company, in 
which they are accommodated till the ſixth: 
in this ſpace of time they viſit ſome of the 
caves, or grottos, which I have mentioned 
in another place; from thence they are 
conducted back to Jeruſalem. On the 23d 
of the ſame month, O. S., they are eſcorted 
as aforeſaid to Bethlehem; in their way 
R 2 me 
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they ſtop to dine at the conyent of the Pro- 
phet Elija. They ſtay at Bethlehem till 
the twenty - ſeventh. Having viſited all the 
places there, they return to their habita- 
tions. On Wedneſday before Palm Sun- 
day, the vicar having agreed before with 
the chiefs of the wandering Arabs, (who, 
a8 J have mentioned before, dwell in tlie 
plains of Jericho and banks of the river 
Jordan, ) to retire with their people for the 
ſpace of a week, ſends ſome of the Monks 
to Jericho with tents, and other neceſſa- 
ries; they are accompanied by a few of 
the governor's troops for the purpoſe of 
pitching the tents, and preparing them for 
the accommodation of the pilgrims on their 
arrival there. All theſe being prepared on 
Palm Sunday, after prayers and divine 
fervice is performed in the church of the 
Reſurrection, the pilgrims being enter- 
tained with a dinner 1 in the Patriarch's col- 
lege according to the cuſtom, (for at all the 
religious duties which are performed in 
the above faid church, the pilgrims are al- 
ways entertained by the vicar in the Pa- 
triarch's 
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tridrch's college,) they are accompanied by 
che governor to the plains aforeſaid, where 
they take ſhelter in the tents prepared for 
them: The gardeners of Jericho, in this 
viſit of the pilgrims to their territories, 
take care to ſupply them with vegetables 
from their gardens, fuch as artichoaks, of 
which there are great quantities to be found 
in that ſeaſon, both wild and cultivated, 
cucumbers, beans of both ſorts, Windſor 
and kidney, lettuces, and other kinds, for 
which they get à good price from theſe 
viſitors. On the following Monday the 
pilgrims, guarded by the troops, viſit all 
the places which I have deſcribed in this 
part of the country. On Tueſday tkey 
go to the river near the ruins of Saint 
Geraſimus s convent, in which part the 
river is rather ſhallow ; the banks on both 
ſides are ſtocked with ttees 1 to each 
857 in is place; and the Wömen in at ano- 
ther. Every one of both ſexes wear a long 
irt of cotton, made for that purpoſe, 
* N keep afterwards to be buried 
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in when they depart this life. I never faw 
either a man or woman go into the water 
of that river naked, as Volney relates in 
his fabulous account. During the time 
of their ſtay on the banks of the river, 
which is three or four hours, every one of 
them, out of devotion, cuts a ſtick from 


the trees which grow there, and carry it 
with them into their country. After hav= 


ing ſtaid their uſual time, thoſe who are in- 
clined to ſee the Dead See, and places adja- 
cent to it, which is diſtant about three 
miles towards the ſouth weſt, make a com- 
pliment of a dollar or two each to the go- 
vernor, for which they obtain his leave, 


and are accompanied by ſome of his troops : 


they then return to their tents, where they 
remain until the next day (Wedneſday). 
About eight o'clock in the morning the 
governor takes the | pilgrims under his 
guard, and leaves ſome of his men behind 
to accompany the Monks and the tents. He 
arrives at Jeruſalem with his truſt about 


one in the afternoon. On this journey 


"_—y pilgrim pays to the governor four 
0 | dollars 
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dollars and an half for his trouble, after 
they arrive ſafe in Jeruſalem, and for the 
infants half that ſum. . This contribution 
is called by the Arabs caphar. The whole 
expences of a pilgrim, that he 1s obliged 
to pay to the Turkiſh government as ſoon 
as he is landed at Joppa, are the following : 

Seven dollars and an half in that place, 
four and an half at Rama, ſeven and an 
half at Jeruſalem, two in going to Beth- 
lehem, and four and an half for the eſcort 
to the river Jordan. At the three firſt- 
mentioned places the caphar is the ſame 
on leaving the Holy Land as that in com- 
ing; which ſum altogether amounts to 
fifty-nine dollars and an half, Turkiſh 
money, which is in ſterling five pounds 
nineteen ſhillings. As for the charity, to 
which every one contributes for the pre- 
' ſervation of the church, and other places 
which are mentioned before, I cannot po- 
ſitively aſcertain the ſum ; but, computing 
one with the other, perhaps they may each 
of them contribute from ten to thirty or 


forty pounds ſterling. The pilgrims, after 
R 4 their 
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their return from Jericho, on the Holy 

Thurſday, attend divine ſervice in the pa- 
rochial church of St. Mary Magdalen, 
which! is performed by a biſhop, twelve of 
the married prieſts, and four deacons. The 
Liturgy being over about noon, and many 
of the congregation having. received tho 
Sacrament, the proceſſion begins: with 
ſinging hymns, and with great ſolemnity, 
the congregation proceed from the church 
to the court yard of the Holy Sepulchre, 
the clergy following, with the biſhop and 
the deacons, the biſhop holding the 
Goſpel in his hands. When all the congre- 
gation are in the court yard, or ſquare, the 
biſhop and deacons aſeend the ſteps of the 
ſtone ſtaircaſe, Which leads to the throne 


of St. Helen's, or Virgin Mary's Chapel, =Y 


as mentioned befofe; then the twelve 
prieſts ſit on the ſteps, ſix on each ſide, in 
their ſacred veſtments, according to their 
ſeniority. The archdeacon takes the Goſ- 
pel from the biſhop, and aſcends to a little 
elevation, which is near where the biſhop 
| dad: ; two of the other deacons hold one 


of | | 
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of them a large ſilver-gilt veſſel, or baſon, 


: with. water in it; the other an ewer of 
the ſame metal. Theſe things being pre · 
pared, the archdeacon takes leave of tho 
biſhop, and opens the Goſpel, and reads, in 
an audible voice, that chapter of Saint 


John the Evangeliſt concerning the Lord's 
Supper, and the waſhing the feet of the 


Apoſtles. While he reads this, „another 
deacon aſſiſts the biſhop to take off his 
upper ſacred veſtments, and then ties a 
towel round his waiſt, and puts another 
over his ſhoulder, (the twelve prieſts re- 
preſent the twelvs Apoſtles, and the biſhop 
Chriſt ;) the two aforeſaid deacons deſcend 
before him, with the veſſel, or baſon, and 
ewer, then the biſhop kueels down and be- 
gins to waſh the feet of tlie prieſts, from the 
lower partof the ſteps, and on the right hand; 
the firſt of them repreſents Judas: when 
all are waſhed on both ſides, and the biſhop 


comes to the laſt, who ſits on the upper 


part, the prieſt, who repreſents Peter, gets 
up and makes an apology, and reſiſts as 
Peter did to Chriſt, the biſhop pronouncing 
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the ſame. words as the Lord ſaid to Peter; | 
He ſubmits to the biſhop's order, who, hav- 
ing performed the whole ceremony, re- 
ſumes his veſtments and place; then giving 
his benediction to the whole congregation, 


they return in the ſame proceſſion to the 


church as they came out of it. The ſing- 
ing, the hymns being over, (which are 
compoſed on that occaſion), they all retire 
to the Patriarch's u and take ſome 
ee | | 

On Good Friday, at ſeven o clock f in the 
morning, the door of the Church of the 
Reſurrection is opened, as I mentioned be- 


fore; at which time all the Chriftians; 
Greeks, Armenians, thoſe of the Romiſh 


church, and Coptes, enter. The Greeks 
begin prayers about noon on Mount Cal- 
vary, and ſing the pſalms which declare 
Chriſt's paſſion, read the prophecies, epif- 
tles, and goſpels, appointed for that occa- 
fion ; and then ſing ſome hymns which are 
compoſed on the ſubject. Theſe being 
over, a fermon on Jeſus Chriſt 8 Paffion 

55 


( - 
and crucifixion concludes the whole duty 
on that day, which ends about ſix in the 
evening. At night, about nine o'clock, 
the ſervice, in commemoration of our Sa- 
viour's burial, commences ; at which all 
the biſhops and the whole clergy, both of 
the city, colleges, and of the other towns, 
which reſort there in the holy week, at- 
tend with their ſacred veſtments. The 
Cyriacon, on this occaſion, is ſo much 
crouded, that hardly any perſon can move, 
as all the Chriſtians of Paleſtine and Judea 
come to Jeruſalem in the holy week to pay 
their devotion ; beſides the pilgrims, the 
native Chriſtians, with their whole fami- 
lies, make a very great number. To my 
knowledge, on thoſe two days and nights, 
there are, at leaſt, above ten thouſand 
_ Chriſtians in this church. This ceremony 
and ſermon, upon the burial of Chriſt, 
ends with the day light; at which time 
they retire for repoſe. At ten o'clock the 
next. morning (Saturday) they repair to 
the church for the ceremony of the Holy 
light, and Liturgy, as it was mentioned in 
3 — 0 | the 
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the: deſcription of this Holy Pile. The 
night again being ſpent in prayer and ſing · 
ing hymns; a ſermon on the reſurrection | 
and liturgy concludes the whole duty of 
the week; then every one retires, the na- 


tives to their own houſes, and the pilgrims 


to the Patriarch's college, where they are 


treated with refreſhments, and then they re- 


tire to their own lodgings, They ſtay. at 
Jeruſalem the whole of the Eaſter week, 
aud then prepare themſelves for their de- 
parture. They are conducted by the Go- 
yernor as far as the place which I men- 
tioned in their goitig to Jeruſalem; ; from 
thence the Governor of Rama takes them 


to his town, and then to Joppa, the ſhips 


wait there to receive them, and carry them 
from thence to their reſpective countries, 


E With ſeveral of theſe pilgrims, who 
were of different countries, during my ſtay 
at Jeraſalem, I became acquainted; I 
ever found great ſincerity and integrity of 
conduct ſubſiſting amongſt them. This 


might, at leaſt, exempt thera from thoſe 
<4 8 | Very 
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| very ſevere reflections made againſt them 
by Mr. Volney. If their ſimplicity in- 
elines them to conſider, - as a meritorious 
action, theſe - their pilgrimages to the 
Holy Land, and as an expiation of crimes 


which they may have committed in their 
lives, their good intentions ſurely rather 


merit our approbation, than their conduct 
our cenſure. But thoſe who in their ac- 
counts are guided entirely by the relations 
of others, aim leſs at truth, (which they 
often think- beneath their attention,) than 
entertainment and amuſement, and giving 
their hiſtories the air of wonder : A this 
kind is Mr. Volney's deſcription, who, in 
yarious parts of his works, plainly diſco- 
vers to every one who has travelled in thoſe 
countries, that they are Parts of the world 
which he has never viſited. Without the 
deſire or the confidence of giving fiction 
the air of reality, I have endeayoured, in 
ſimplicity of language, to preſent the rea- 
der with the foregoing account of part of 
my travels, and Sorin of countries in 


which I have been. As I have not con- 
ſulted 


| * 
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ſulted any author whatever for informa- 
tion, they are entirely the produce of my 
own obſervations, and, if nothing elſe, 
they have, however, truth to recommend 


them. 
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